
stances in your life that you wish would 
change?  If the situation does not seem 
changeable, we ask the question, how can we 
change to deal with it? 
  
Clearly change is the only real constant in life, 
yet change is not something I necessarily enjoy. 
I was flustered when AOL changed their home-
page this week! I thought ―ah one more thing I 
need to learn.‖  I don’t have time. My schedule 
is planned, yada, yada, yada.  Change can be 
challenging and exhausting as well.  It is easier 
to follow the same pattern, go to the same 
store, drive the same streets... Well, you get the 
point.  
  
Many Pilgrims are dealing with change in their 
personal lives – separations, Alzheimer’s, mov-
ing, illness, loss of a loved one, and many other 
shifts. 
  
We as a church are dealing with transitions on 
boards, committees, and membership. Grace-
fully following a bending, twisting, live dynamic 
can throw everyone for a loop. Therefore, em-
bracing Philo of Alexandria’s words, ―Be kind for 
everyone is fighting a great battle‖ can be of 
great help. May we not only extend those words 
to others, but to the person staring back in the 
mirror.  Changes are tough and we have an 
―odd-unexplainable‖ peace that passes all hu-
man understanding. When the fog rolls in, may 
we also feel the encircling love and light of God! 
  
Blessed Advent and Peace to you, 
 
Ginger 
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There are seasons . . . 

He was unaware that I was watching him strug-
gle to recall the words that fit across and down. 
For years the answers to the crossword puzzles 
came so easily for him. Now my dad seems to 
be surrounded in fog akin to the mist that 
hemmed in Birmingham this morning.  
  
I write from the road during a 36-hour turn–
around – Durham to Birmingham, Birmingham 
to Durham. The I85 - I20 corridor has become 
part of my world – Panera in Charlotte, Star-
bucks in Commerce, GA and BP in Villa Rica, 
GA. These stopping points help me keep my 
journey to about eight and a half hours. 
  
However, the travel provides me with concen-
trated time to think and pray.  I am ever re-
minded of the changing state of life. Whether I 
see a car accident or get a glimpse of my father 
asleep in the back seat, life all around me is 
changing. 
  
Tolstoy wrote, ―Everyone thinks of changing the 
world, but no one thinks of changing him / her-
self.‖  I love this quote because it reminds me to 
stop and think about how I am contributing to 
the circumstances of my life.  Of course, for my 
family, several of our church families, and mil-
lions of others, I think about changing - no elimi-
nating, eradicating - Alzheimer’s from our vo-
cabulary. Finding a cure for this disease does 
not seem to be in my power, but changing how I 
interact with it is.   
  
As Christmas approaches, this season when 
we focus on new life and how we encounter 
Christ anew in our lives, what are the circum-
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Join us as we move  through the days of Advent, anticipate the birth of the Christ Child, 
and rekindle the light of faith. 

Sunday Morning 
Quiet & Coffee  

(8:30 or 9 ) until 9:30 am  
 

Come as you cané 
 

Join Rev. Ginger in the 
Dowdy Room for a time of 
reflections on Advent and 
prayers for the season. 

 

If you have any favorite  
Advent quotes, please email 
them to Marty in the office at  

pilgrimucc@verizon.net 

Advent at Pilgrim 
pausing to pray, willing to wait 

December 16 (Wed)   Blue Christmas Service - 7pm 
You are invited to a service that gives time and space to those of us who have experienced loss or 
sadness that makes the holidays difficult. 
 
December 19  (Sat)  Advent Morning Practice - 9am 
Come in to a slow-paced morning.  This a time of centering through stretching (adaptable for all 
abilities), meditation and community prayers.  
 
December 20    Quiet & Coffee - 8:30 / Vivaldi - 10:30am / Caroling - 3pm 
Enjoy the music of Vivaldi during worship, then regroup later with the Pilgrim merry 
makers as we bring songs and company to those who are homebound, then return to 
the church and share cookies and hot chocolate. 
 
December 24    Christmas Eve Dinner - 6pm / Worship - 7pm 
Bring the whole family to enjoy a meal and worship on this special evening as we 
celebrate the birth of the Christ Child in song and story.  If possible, RSVP to the 
church office at 489-1381 or pilgrimucc@verizon.net 

 

There will be no Childrenôs Sunday school on Dec. 27th.  Please 

use parental discretion regarding keeping your children in worship 

or sending them to childcare. 

New Parenting Group to Begin 
 

In the new year we will offer an 8-week reflection group during a 
weekday for parents using the booklet "Parenting: A Sacred Path" 
by Patience Leiden Robbins.  Childcare will be available.  I know of 
at least 4 people who are interested.  Please contact me if you 
would like to be a part of this group so we can select the best day 
and time to meet.  If you are a parent who works outside the home 
and would be interested in such a group offered in the evenings or 
weekend, please let me know and if there is enough interest, we 
will have a second group.  For information about the booklet go to 
h t t p : / / s t o r e . s h a l e m . o r g / p r o d u c t _ i n f o . p h p ?
cPath=22&products_id=130.  
 

-- Carla 

http://store.shalem.org/product_info.php?cPath=22&products_id=130
http://store.shalem.org/product_info.php?cPath=22&products_id=130


Thank You! 
As special thank you to all who performed in or 
helped with the Posada: 
 

Pilgrims: Teddy Bickley, Lena Bradley, Chris-
topher Chaves, Matthew Chaves, Maddox Dol-
bow,  Nicolas Galvez, Bella Lane, Micah Mar-
houl, Elena Thomas, and Bisset Zelinger. 

Innkeepers: Sophia Bradley, G Frybarger,    
J a m i e  H a m i l t o n ,        
Matthew Hamilton, and 
Marec Marhoul. 

Narrators: Michaela 
Cragg, Cierra Earl, Zadia 
Earl, and Heather Lane. 

Musicians: Anne Aitchi-
son, Traci Baker, Nancy 
Chew, Claudia Fulshaw, 
James Keith, Barbara 
Merrill, Neal Sharpe, and 
the Pilgrim Choir. 

Art: Annie Galvez. 

Organizing/Helpers:  Mark Chaves, Carla 
Gregg, Gloria Lane, and Scott Thomas. 

Many thanks for your hard work, creativity, and 
lovely performance! 

Ami Nagle 
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Staff Schedule Update  
 

Staff members are taking their last vacation 
days.  Please note Rev. Ginger will be gone 
Dec. 14-15 to take her parents back to Birming-
ham.  Office administrator Marty will be away 
Dec. 17 - Jan. 4.  Music director James will 
travel Christmas through New 
Year’s, then will begin his sabbatical 
teaching in Kansas.  Rev. Carla will 
also be gone Christmas - Jan. 2. 
 

The office will be open Dec. 21–23 
and 28-30 from 10am until 2pm. 
Feel confused?  Don’t worry.  There will always 
be pastoral coverage, singing, and someone to 
check phone messages.  For emergencies 
please call Rev. Ginger at 286-3968. 

Diners and Helpers Needed! 
 

Once again we will be enjoying a wonderful 
Christmas Eve dinner at 6pm, followed by our 
Christmas Eve worship service, and invite eve-
ryone to join us!  Milton is 
organizing the dinner and 
is looking for people to 
help prepare, clean up, 
etc.  If you would like to 
help, please email Milton 
at miltybc@aol.com and let 
him know.  If you plan on 
attending, please sign up 
on the sheet in the foyer or contact Marty in the 
office at pilgrimucc@verizon.net or 489-1381.  

Auxiliary Members: 
 
We enjoyed your wonderful 
cookies and appreciate your 
thoughtfulness.  Thank you 

for all the ways you minister to our church and 
beyond. 
 
Merry Christmas! 
 
Ginger, Carla, 
James, Neal, 
Marty, Rachel & 
James Lewis - 
custodian 

Menõs Breakfast 
 

The men of Pilgrim UCC are invited to partici-
pate in the biweekly Men's Breakfast group 
held at Elmo's Diner at 7:30 a.m. on Tues-
days.  The next breakfast will be Tuesday, De-
cember 22.  We typically have 8-10 participants 
determined to increase their caloric intake.  Dis-
cussion topics tend to range far and wide.  Any-
thing is fair game, and the more entertaining 
the topic, the better.  If you would like to receive 
an e-mail reminder a few days ahead, please 
let me know. 
 
~ Mark Webbink 

And a special 

thanks to Ami 

Nagle for sharing 

the tradition of 

the Posada and 

coordinating this 

yearôs pageant so 

wonderfully! 

 

~Carla 

mailto:miltybc@aol.com
mailto:pilgrimucc@verizon.net
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The Balancing Act 

Pilgrim Womenôs Retreat 

February 12-14, 2010 

Fort Caswell, NC 
 
Juggling concerns about purpose, relationships, work, world issues, money, health, spiritual life and 
peace of mind?  Want to look to your faith for guidance in having a balanced life?  Then join the 
women of Pilgrim February 12-14 at Fort Caswell on Oak Island! 
 

Our theme, The Balancing Act, will allow us the opportunity to reflect on how we are good stewards 
with our time and resources in relation to God, self, and the world.  In an effort to illuminate the bal-
anced life, our retreat will give time and space to building relationships with one another, studying the 
Bible, learning from literature, and contemplating how we use our resources.  We are aiming for a 
good mix of group, play, and alone time. 
 

In the women’s retreat offering for 2010 the planning committee took into account the evaluations 
and comments from last year.  With positive reviews for a beach location and a weekend in Febru-
ary, we chose to return to Fort Caswell on Oak Island for the weekend of February 12-14.  This year 
all of our lodging, breakfast dining, and meeting space will be located conveniently and comfortably 
in the same building—Lantana Lodge.    Southport and other area attractions are nearby for our Sat-
urday afternoon free time as well as the extensive grounds of Fort Caswell.  We will have planned 
activities for those who want to remain on site for the afternoon. 
 

In the past we have had a great turn out and we hope all the Pilgrim women will join us!  The cost is 
$110 and there is ample scholarship money available as well as payment plans.  We donôt want 
cost to keep anyone from coming so please speak with Carla if you need financial assistance 
in order to join us.      Registration and a $50 deposit are due by December 31st.  Please pick-up 
and drop-off registration material on the board by Carla’s Office. 

 
A tentative outline of our time together: 
 

Friday  
4-7:30 pm  Arrive and relax at Lantana Lodge (there will be snacks but no dinner) 
7:30-9:30 pm   Welcome and opening session (please make an effort to arrive by 7:30 

 so we can begin our weekend together) 
 

Saturday  
8-9 am   Breakfast 
9-10:30 am  Session 2 
Break 
11-12:30 pm  Session 3 
 

Lunch in Main Dining Hall provided by Caswell 
 

Afternoon  Free! 
7:30-9:30 pm  Session 4 
 

Sunday  
8-9 am   Breakfast 
9-10:30 am   Closing Session and Worship 
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Community Roles of 

Revs. Ginger and Carla  

Part of Pilgrim pastors' ministry includes serv-
ing the larger church and community.  In 2010 
Rev. Ginger will be the vice-chair of our NC 
Eastern Association board of Church and Min-
istry which handles ordination and deals with 
ministerial misconduct.  She will also be vice-
president of Durham Congregations in Action 
which supports ministries such as the Recon-
ciliation and Re-entry teams and Urban Minis-
tries.   
 

Rev. Carla will continue to serve on the board 
of the Westminster Fellowship, Duke's joint 
UCC/Presbyterian campus ministry as well as 
the board of Johns River Valley Camp, a UCC 
camp in western North Carolina.   
 

Let us continue to lift up and support our minis-
ters with our prayers as they continue their 
work in the community and take on their new 
responsibilities in the coming new year. 

Pilgrimõs òGreensboro Boysó 

Again Distinguish Themselves 
 
On the first Sunday in December, several Pil-
grims drove west to First Presbyterian Church 
in Greensboro and the annual UNC-G Holiday 
Choral Concert.  There we heard more than a 
hundred young voices sing Christmas music 
from the Renaissance to present day.  Pilgrim’s 
Greensboro musicians - James Keith and 
Garrett Saake  - were prominent:  James di-
rected the 50 voice Men’s Glee Club and 
Garrett, the 50 voice Women’s Glee Club and 
they both sang in the elite Chamber Singers 
ensemble.  The sound in that great church was 
thrilling.  The Women’s Glee Club sang one 
piece during which a soprano voice held a sus-
tained note on and on and…..  The effect was 
uncanny.  We recognized some of the compos-
ers, but many of the pieces were not familiar – 
it’s good to encounter new music.  Next year, 
you should go to Greensboro. 
 
~ a pilgrim 

Pilgrim UCC hosts Bill Mallonee 

on December 19th at 7pm in benefit concert  
 

 

 

Come enjoy an evening of exciting music  
and be a part of reuniting a family!  

The concert, followed by a discussion of faith and art, will help Pilgrim 
member Marcelline Holley cover travel expenses as she brings her three 
teenage children from Kenya to live with her in Hillsborough. Separated for 
5 years, the family is looking forward to being together at Christmas. A $10 

donation is requested.  
 

Mallonee has been named one of the 100 Great-
est Living Songwriters and has worked with the 
likes of Emmy Lou Harris, John Mayer, Edwin 
McCain, Dwight Yokum, Buddy Miller and REM.   
 

In Mallonee’s own words, ―I've been privileged to 
tour this great country as a troubadour songwriter 

for the last 18 years. ...You learn no matter where you are that there is a 
common skin each of us lives in...You're humbled; you begin to take your 
place, so to speak, in the wide stream of all that defines us as a people.‖  



Church Office Hours 
 Mon.ðThru  8:00 AM to 2:00 PM  

3011 Academy Road 

Durham, NC 27707 
Worship Service - 10:30 am 
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Office and Staff Information: 
 

Telephone:   (919) 489-1381 
E-mail:   pilgrimucc@verizon.net 
Web:   www.pilgrimucc-durham.org 
 
 
 

Mr. Marty Powell staffs the Pilgrim office.  He 
can be contacted at the Pilgrim office phone 
and email. 
 

Mr. James Keith, our music director, is at Pil-
grim on Sundays.  He also comes in on 
Wednesday evenings except for summer when 
the choir is off.  He can be contacted at james-
madconductor@yahoo.com 
 

Mr. Neal Sharpe is Pilgrim’s organist. 
 

The Rev. Carla P. Gregg, Minister of Christian 
Education, is in the office Sunday mornings, 
and Tuesday - Thursdays from 9 - 2 pm.  You 
can reach Carla at the office or carlap-
gregg@gmail.com 
 

The Rev. Dr. Ginger Brasher -Cunningham , 
our Senior Pastors has a schedule of being in 
the office and out for visitation, meetings, etc.  
Sunday - Thursday her schedule is flexible, of-
ten meeting with people in the evenings.  She 
can be reached at the office or at  
Gigibc@aol.com.  For pastoral emergencies  
in late hours or Friday or Saturday please call 
919-286-3968. 
 

In-care students Ms. Nancy Chew 
(NCHEW@ranallc.com) and Mr. Stuart Harrell   
(stuart.harrell@gmail.com) are seeking ordina-
tion / commissioning in the UCC.   
 

 

Ms. Tanya Best  (TLCBest459@aol.com), min-
istry intern, will assist with worship and church 
life at Pilgrim one Sunday each month while 
she continues ministering at her home church, 
Mt. Calvary. 
 

All staff have mailboxes in the office (Marty’s is 
his desk!) or can be reached at 919-489-1381. 

Pilgrim Birthdays 

In January! 

DeShaun Clarke-McLean  01 

Bob Beason    02 

Mary Frances Burrows   03 

Renita Rathinam    03 

Carolyn Parker    07 

Edwin Erasga    09 

Malik Carr    10 

Jonathan Thomas    12 

James Darsie    14 

Teddy Bickley    17 

Betty Curtis    19 

Nancy Chew    19 

Paige Cragg    21 

Jack Ratcliffe    24 

Michelle Mathis    25 

Theresa Newman    25 

Charlie Crooks    26 

Fran Lacy     26 

Bob Shaw     27 

Emma McNair    27 

Rob McNair    27 

Christina Fish    29 

Courtney James    29 


