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The Spirit of Pilgrim United Church of Christ

During Advent we celebrate the coming of the
Christ Child and this Advent season we have a
special way to welcome children into our midst
as we await t he
three teenage children from Kenyad Sharon,
Phelecia, and Francis. Her oldest daughter,
Kelley will remain in Kenya to finish her univer-
sity studies.

Many of you have accompanied Marcelline in
the last few years through praying
and being a part of the special Ken-
yan dinner fundraiser that was held
in February. We will have the op-
portunity to bless her during worship
on Dec. 6™ as she travels on Dec.
8™ the final time Kenya to bring her
children back with her. Marcelline
has secured a new apartment in
Hillsborough to accommodate all her
children and her two jobs will help to
sustain the family financially. But we
have the chance to help with ex-
penses related to the children travel-

g

ing to Durham from Nairobi and to setting up
their new life.

On Dec. 19" at 7pm Pilgrim with host a benefit
concert with Bill Mallonee followed by a discus-
sion of faith and art. After covering Mr. Mal-
|l oneeds modest expenses
marked for Marcelline. A donation of $10 is re-
quested, and, of course, more is appreciated.
Please invite all your family, friends, and
neighbors as we hope to have a full house and

to be able to give
start here in North Carolina. If you cannot
make the concert but would still like to make a

ar r i v aldonatibn, pase maké dut an gheckHto Pilgrieny 6 s

and mark it Marcelline Holley Concert in the
memo.

In addition to being able to help Marcelline, we
are excited to be able to host Bill Mallonee in
concert. Mallonee has been named one of the
100 Greatest Living Songwriters and
has worked with the likes of Emmy
Lou Harris, John Mayer, Edwin
McCain, Dwight Yokum, Buddy
E Miller and REM. Miller writes, "The
poetry and intelligence of Bill Mal-
lonee's songs rivals Dylan's, and the
spirituality and inspiration of them is
like the timeless hymns. He's one of
my favorite all time artists." To hear
Bill Mallonee's music, go to hitp:/
www.myspace.com/billmallonee.

As we continue to journey though
Advent and with Marcelline, these
words from Rolling Stone magazine seem fit-
ting: "Bill Mallonee... [has] remained fascinated
with the shadowy emotional toils and struggles
inherent in the American experience, compel-
ling, insightful, [he] continues to probe through
Americana rock and roll proving that sometimes
the anly btorypworth ciedliegdiss thatvaf thé joubt e
ney." We hope Xou will join us on the journey
on December 19",

~ Rev. Carla

Mar cel
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///;;; Advent at Pilgrim

***";, ‘k pausing to pray, willing to wait

\\

December 6 Quiet & Coffee - 8:30 / Advent Festival following worship
All ages are invited to share together in our soup lunch and Advent activities including making Ad-
vent wreaths, decorating cookies and cards, creating new tree ornaments, and assembling toiletry

packs for Urban Ministries. Chil drends Posajda pr a
December 13 Quiet & Coffee - 8:30/ Advent Pageant - 10:30am

The children and choir join togetherinChi | dr end&serPos ada,
vice of hope, peace, joy, and love at our regular worship. Prac-
tice and costumes at 9 am.

December 16 (Wed) Blue Christmas Service - 7pm
You are invited to a service that gives time and space to those of
us who have experienced loss or sadness that makes the holi-
days difficult.

December 19 (Sat) Advent Morning Practice - 9am
Come stretch and refresh in the middle of Advent with this practice that involves prayer and body
movement.

December 20 Quiet & Coffee - 8:30/ Vivaldi - 10:30am / Caroling - 3pm
Enjoy the music of Vivaldi during worship, then regroup later with the Pilgrim merry
makers as we bring songs and company to those who are homebound, then return to
the church and share cookies and hot chocolate.

December 24 Christmas Eve Dinner - 6pm /Worship - 7pm

Bring the whole family to enjoy a meal and worship on this special evening as we cele-
brate the birth of the Christ Child in song and story. If possible, RSVP to the church | &
office at 489-1381 or pilgrimucc@verizon.net

Join us as we move through the days of Advent, anticipate the birth of the Christ C
and rekindle the light of faith.

Quiet & Coffee
(8:300r9)until9:30am come as you|l cané

Join Rev. Ginger in the Dowdy Room for a time of reflections on
Advent and prayers for the season.

If you have any favorite Advent quotes, please email them to
Marty in the office at pilgrimucc@verizon.net

ADVENT




Childrends Wi ntpr Saiffcaedyle Update o o |

November 22 February 14th Staff members are taking their last vaca-

. th - tion days. Please note Rev. Ginger will
Children ages 5" grade began a new unit in the . gone Dec. 14-15 to take her parents

Living the Good News series on November 2Pnd pack to Birmingham. Office administrator
that will continue through February 14. Sungay Marty will be away Dec. 17 - Jan. 4. Mu-
School will continue bEiI’lg held following the chil- sic director James will travel Christmas
drends word in worshi|p. Bpegc auset hafout h eNehwo lYiedc
that fall during this time there will be a few then will begin his
changes to the Sunday schedule. Most important to sabbatical teaching
note is theAdvent Pageant on December 13th In Kansas.  Rev.
All children are invited to be a part of this paggant Carla will also be
that will take place during worship. Please arrie at ~ -~ g0ne  Christmas -
9am and go to your regular  CRriStmas Break 2" >

classroom for costumes and a The office will be
dress rehearsal. open Dec. 21i 23 and 28-30 from 10am

. unt i | . . Feel confused
There will be n 'Pnere%l 'al\llvaé)s bE PaStotal coverage,
Sunday school on Dec. 27th. singing, and someone to check phone
Please use parental discreon messages. For emergencies please call
regarding keeping your ch{l-  Rev. Ginger at 286-3968.
dren in worship or sending
them to childcare.

,// Calling all Children
Chllil)?g;da\ and Youth!

Pilgrim is going to do something a little different for
this yearoés Christmas p
tional Christmas pageant, the children and youth will
perform a Posada. Itwill take place during the
regular church service on Sunday, December 13th.

What is a Posada? A Posada, or "inn" in Spanish, tells the story of Mary and Joseph as they trav-
eled to Bethlehem and looked for a place to stay.

We need your help!
1 Partsd there is a part in the Posada for every age and ability. The songs and speaking parts
are easy to learn and fun.
Music & Anyone (adults too!), playing any kind of instrument (really!), is welcome.
Rehearsals 8 we will hold rehearsals on December 6th and December 13th at 9:00 am. This
will give us a chance to run through our parts and music. While the Children's Posada is sim-
ple, practicing will make sure we are all ready to go!
1 RSVPA any child or youth is welcome to participate. Please let me know if your child or
youth will be participating so we can get a good count. Thanks to those families who have
already contacted me!
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If you have any questions you can contact Ami Nagle at: aminagle@aol.com or 493-0750.
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Service

For some people, the season of Advent and
Christmas does not necessarily feel like a time
of great joy and good cheer. We may be facing
the first holiday after the death of a loved one or
the end of a relationship. Economic woes or
family stress may be weighing us down or de-
pression may be rearing its head. For any
number of reasons how we feel inside does not
match the Christmas cards and advertisements
we see or even the Christmas hymns we hear
at church. AFor
are in some kind of pain there is so much of this
forced joyfulness at
thia Maybeck, pastor of Trinity Church of
Northborough, MA. We need a sacred place for
grieving or for feel
Wednesday, Dec 16 ™ at 7:00pm in the sanc-
tuary, Pilgrim will offer a sacred service for
those who are sad, struggling, or feel the need
for quiet reflection during this season. If you, or
someone you know, are in need of such a ser-
vice, we hope you will join us.

peopl e

During this Advent season as we celebrate the
new relationship betwee

may that be mirrored in our renewed relation-

ships with spouses, children, family and those

near and dear to us. May we speak tenderly to
each other amidst all the rush of the season and
transform the shopping days till Christmas into

the true Advent of Christ.

Casely Essamuah

n |God and GOdrrq)askepeR(Pvleﬁt

Trees and Wreaths
Support Pilgrim!

- For several years, the Eggers family have given
rIStm aSPiIgrim the large wreaths used on the outside of

the church. They also
sell trees at Patter-
son's Mill Store on
Farrington Road,
keep track of who
from  Pilgrim  pur-
chases wreaths and
trees and donate
some percentage to
the church. If you pur-
chase trees or
wreaths from the Eggers at Patterson's Mill,
please make sure that Martha Eggers records
your name and knows you attend Pilgrim. If you
make purchases, tell her directly that you be-
long to Pilgrim. The Eggers set up at Patterson
Mill Store, moving in trees and wreaths over the
Thanlﬁ§lgiving week-end. . ,

wh™o Tare grieving
Also, in the more distant past, money earned

or who

C h fromstherrees enabled thei FallowRhpvComniity n -

tee to purchase items for the kitchen, such as
the dishwasher. Note that the Eggers live out-

n gside Bgapeandearg apdra oo §epugins. o on

All ages are in-
vited to join to-
gether after wor-
ship on Dec. 6 for Y
a delicious soup
lunch and Advent
activities. We will

wreaths, assemble
toiletry Kits, create
Christmas tree or-
naments, and deco-

rate cards and
cookies. Come one
and all!




