
We gather together  
to ask for your blessing,  
you chasten and hasten  
your will to make known;  

the wicked oppressing  
now cease from distressing.   
We praise your name, O God;  

forget not your own.  
 
As we enter this time of celebration and gratitude for 
all that has been and the hope of what is to come, 
may we express our thanks to one another!  
Whether we are sitting around a table full of family, 
serving meals at a shelter, passing food out on the 
street, or spending the day missing loved ones, may 
we spend it in gratitude. 
 

Beside us to guide us,  
O God, with us joining,  
ordaining, maintaining,  
redeeming our world;  
so from the beginning  

the fight we were winning;  
Lord, you were at our side;  

we trust in your word.  
 
May we trust that dawn does come in the morning 
and that in the midst of 
challenging times, there 
are still moments of 
thankfulness, gratitude, 
and celebration. 
 
Peace,  
 

Ginger 
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Pilgrimsô Progress 

Happy Thanksgiving Pilgrims! 

Most of All 
Thanksgiving Day brings to mind  

the blessings in our lives  

that usually go unnoticed:  
a home that surrounds us  

with comfort and protection;  
delicious food, for pleasure  
in both eating and sharing;  

clothes to snuggle up in,  
books and good entertainment  

to expand our minds;  
and freedom to worship our God.  

Most of all we are thankful  
for our family and friends,  

those treasured people  

who make our lives extra special.  
You are part of that cherished group.  

On Thanksgiving, (and every day)  
we appreciate you.  

Happy Thanksgiving!  

By Joanna Fuchs  



2 

Bilingual Exchange will NOT meet 

next Wednesday the 25th or Thurs-

day the 26th.  Happy Thanksgiving 

from Bilingual!  

Seminar Joins 

Pastor Gingerôs Programs 
 
On November 22 the Seminar 
will join in the discussion of 
Joan Didionôs book, The Year 
of Magical Thinking, at 9 am  at 
Fosterôs.  The following four 
Sundays the class will be at-
tending our pastorôs ñQuiet and 
Coffeeò at 8:30 am in the 
Dowdy room.  However, Ginger 
does not mind if we appear as 
late as 9 am.  

Calling all Children and Youth!  
 
Pilgrim is going to do something a little different for this yearôs Christmas pag-
eant.  Instead of a traditional Christmas pageant, the children and youth will 
perform a Posada.  It will take place during the regular church service on Sun-
day, December 13th.  
 
What is a Posada?  A Posada, or "inn" in Spanish, tells the story of Mary and 
Joseph as they traveled to Bethlehem and looked for a place to stay.   
 
We need your help! 
¶ Partsðthere is a part in the Posada for every age and ability. The songs and speaking parts 

are easy to learn and fun. 
¶ MusicðAnyone (adults too!), playing any kind of instrument (really!), is welcome. 
¶ Rehearsalsðwe will hold rehearsals on December 6th and December 13th at 9:00 am.  This 

will give us a chance to run through our parts and music.  While the Children's Posada is sim-
ple, practicing will make sure we are all ready to go!  

¶ RSVPðany child or youth is welcome to participate.  Please let me know if your child or 
youth will be participating so we can get a good count.  Thanks to those families who have 
already contacted me! 

  
Need more info?  If you have any questions you can contact Ami Nagle at: aminagle@aol.com or  
493-0750. 

 
 
 

During this season  
of celebration  
may we reflect  

on this passage:  

 
 
 
 
 

Psalm 150  
Hallelujah! 
Praise God in Godôs Holy house of worship, 
Praise God under the open skies; 
Praise God for Godôs acts of power, 
Praise God for Godôs magnificent greatness; 
Praise God with a blast on the trumpet, 
Praise by strumming soft strings; 
Praise God with castanets and dance, 
Praise God with banjo and flute; 
Praise God with cymbals and a big bas drum, 
Praise God with fiddles and mandolin. 
Let every living, breathing creature praise God! 
Hallelujah! 

 

mailto:aminagle@aol.com
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All ages are invited 
to join together 
after worship on 
Dec. 6 for a deli-
cious soup lunch 
and Advent activi-
ties.  We will make 
Advent wreaths, 
assemble toiletry 
kits, create Christ-
mas tree orna-
ments, and decorate cards and cookies.  
Come one and all! 

We will have our annual Christmas party on Fri-
day, December 11 at 6pm at the Pomodoro res-
taurant.  Please bring a wrapped gift (value 
around $5) for a gift exchange.  We need to 
have 20 people in attendance in order to use 
the private room.  Please let me know as soon 
as you can if you plan to attend or we may need 
to cancel due to low turnout.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Sunday, November 22, come to Fellowship 
Hall and find many different ways to share 
Christmas with family, friends and the commu-
nity. The market will have alternative gifts for 
the people in your life.  These gifts offer some-
thing too for those youôve never met:  artisans 
from other countries provided a fair wage by 
One World Market, families receiving farm ani-
mals to raise through Heifer International, those 
receiving opportunities out of homelessness by 
Housing for New Hope, individuals struggling 
with mental illness receiving counseling and 
services from Threshold Clubhouse and fami-
lies getting support services provided by Dukeôs 
Pediatric Blood and Marrow Family Support 
Program.  We will also have our fair market cof-
fee sales that day.  
 
Please come join us November 22 in Fellow-
ship Hall and share Christmas with all Godôs 
people!  

Christmas Trees and Wreaths  
 
For several years, the Eggers family have given 
Pilgrim the large wreaths used on the outside of 
the church. They also sell trees at Patterson's 
Mill Store on Farrington Road, keep track of 

who from Pilgrim pur-
chases wreaths and 
trees and donate some 
percentage to the 
church. If you pur-
chase trees or wreaths 
from the Eggers at Pat-
terson's Mill, please 
make sure that Martha 
Eggers records your 
name and knows you 

attend Pilgrim. If you make purchases, tell her 
directly that you belong to Pilgrim.  The Eggers 
set up at Patterson Mill Store, moving in trees 
and wreaths over the Thanksgiving week-end. 
  
Also, in the more distant past, money earned 
from the trees enabled the Fellowship Commit-
tee to purchase items for the kitchen, such as 
the dishwasher. Note that the Eggers live out-
side Boone and are Sandra Cook's cousins. 
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Toiletry Kits for  
Urban Ministries  

 

As part of the Advent Fest on Dec. 6 we will be 
assembling toiletry kits for Urban Ministries and 
we need your help in providing the items.  On 
Sundays between now and the 7th look for Julie 
Frybarger and Gloria Sanchez-Lane for bags 
you can fill with needed items such as soap, 
shampoo, deodorant, combs, razors, tooth-
paste, toothbrushes, lotions, and feminine hy-
giene products. 

Waiting for the Train to Nowhere! 
 

The 50+ group awaits the New Hope Valley 
train on November 1.  The trip was ñan experi-
enceò for all! 

Womenôs 

Retreat  

Feb 12 - 14 
 

So, this year we will return to the beach at Fort 
Caswell on Oak Island - less than 4 hours 
away.  Our meeting space and sleeping quar-
ters will be roomy, linens will be provided, as 
well as lunch on Saturday.  Check out this 
beaut i f u l  spot  at  the coas t  at 
www.fortcaswell.com. The total cost will be 
$100 per person for the weekend.  We have 
scholarship money available so PLEASE do not 
hesitate to let me know if some assistance is 
needed.  A $50 deposit is needed no later than 
Dec. 31.  Mark your calendar, save your 
money, and look for registration information and 
retreat details to come soon!   
 

~ Ginger 

Dear Pilgrims, 
 

Donôt panic.  As you enter the Fellow-
ship Hall you will discover a newly painted ac-
cent wall!  One of our trustees discovered extra 
paint and spent the day ñsprucing upò our Fel-
lowship Hall.  In Trusteesô meeting we reached 
the conclusion that we do not have funding at 
present to formally improve our Fellowship 
Hall.  Therefore, small steps - new chair dol-
lies, a color on the wall, new posters and 
touches here and there.   
 

Hereôs to the future! 
 

Peace,  
 

Ginger 

Many thanks to all the Pilgrims who par-

ticipated in hosting the UCC Southern Confer-
ence farewell for Rev. Stephen Camp.  You 
were wonderful!  Soon we will learn more about 
our interim Conference Minister and President.  
Thanks for your excellent hospitality! 
 

Peace,  
Ginger 

Youth Ski Trip!  
 
On Martin Luther King, Jr. 
weekend, January 15-17, 
Pilgrim will join with other 
UCC churches for our an-
nual retreat.  Rev. Davita 
will lead the group again this 
year.  Email Rev. Carla at  
carlapgregg@gmail.com 
asap to sign up.   

 

  You wonôt want to miss it! 
 

http://www.fortcaswell.com

