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And all the tithe of the
land, whether of the seed of
the land, or of the fruit of
the tree, i s
holy unto the Lord.
~ Leviticus 27: 30

Stewardship packets have
been distributed online

via the Active Pilgrim

listserv. If you do not re-

ceive email, are having
difficulty opening the at-

tachments, or would pre-
fer to have the printed

version of the packet, cop-
ies and pledge cards are
available in the church

narthex, or by calling the

church office.

The Discipline of Generosity
by Barbara Merrill, Moderator

tthe SLoy¥@adrs"

In the last newsletter | wrote
about joyful giving, when we
are able to serve others and
follow our passion at the same
time. This joyful giving can re-
sult in many good and great
deeds, sustaining and nurturing
the giver as well as the re-
ceiver. Many of us at Pilgrim
have given joyfully of ourselves
to support the causes which
move us, living the theme of

paign,
Wor k. "
respond when we are not ex-
cited about the task at hand?
How can we support each oth-
er s” passions,
needs? How can we nurture
each other and the world as we
practice our Christian faith?
How can we make our steward-
ship of the entire Pilgrim UCC
community our

In the article by Kate Huey in-
cluded in this
ship package, she likens gener-
osity and tithing to committing
to regular exercise. Both may
not be easy, but both are bene-
ficial for us. As she says
“Generosity, [

derstand, is a discipline to be
practiced and yet, mysteriously,
at the same time, it frees our

spirit.” She
she increased her giving, she
found that she cared more
about her church. Giving of her
first fruits, of herself, resulted in
an even greater love for her
church.

| too believe that generosity is a
discipline. Out of habit, hard-
ship, or even fear, we can find it
difficult to be generous with our

S | ts tjegngifts, particulagy finanaiahenes.
“St ewar ds Htiispalsoi et vereeaciting to
However,

writecavehedk;aherevare no im-
mediate returns. Often the
money goes to very mundane
things, and it*"

nours giving nte ,spreaadingd the

good news of the Gospels. Or
we may ask ourselves, what if
there is an unexpected expense
next year? What if | lose my
job? These are fears that many

» h ed ust ificluding meé Rave strug-

gled with at times. But by work-
ing together as good stewards

our church, we can support
each other when there is need,
and rejoice with each other in
plenty. Together, we can help
each other follow our passions,

h aane muttiplyntlee gbod ouu con-

gregation can do for our com-
munity and the world. In addi-

Continued on page 2

S

yte@ar s s tsati enwaGodd-" s

| ms O

The Spirit of Pilgrim United Church of Christ

not

di

mi

e

f

n



Generosity continued from page 1

tion, as we practice generosity, we too may
find, as did Kate Huey, that not only do we feel
calmer and more spiritual, we love our church
even more.

We have had a very low-key stewardship cam-

paign this year. N o
during service or
Q If you spend small group meet-

B yourselvesin . .

behalf of INgS, no reminders
4 the hungry Of the need to
i) and..the meet next
oppressed, budget. But the
_then your need is still there,
¢ 3 lightwill  and our generosity
D\ "sf( inthe s requested.  All
'Far NeSS - fall we have been
=3 asked to think

p about what stew-

! ardship is and its
importance in our
faith and our lives,
and now is the
time to act. No-
vember 8 is Stew-
ardship  Sunday.
Please review the stewardship materials be-
tween now and then, consider the discipline of
generosity, and, as | asked in the letter included
in the stewardship packet, ask yourself how
much of yourself, your time, talents, and finan-
cial resources you are willing to commit to con-
tinue to support and nurture this community of
faith.

Isaiah 58:10, NIV

The | ast verse of the
Knows N o Ending”
message that | am trying to convey. Itis a
prayer, to the Il ovely

the joy of giving, and a hope for the future:

Lend your joy to all our giving,

let it light our pilgrim way;

from the night of anxious keeping,
lead us into generous day.

Then when years on earth are over,
and wedve I|ived
God, fulfill beyond our dreaming,

all our loving work began.
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Seminar Goes Green

The next two Sundays the Seminar will study
essays that are included in The Green Bible,
published in 2008 with a foreword by
Archbishop Desmond Tutu. It is basically a Re-
vised Standard Version of the Bible in which all
the Impogtant passages Jelating to patyre,
our care for création are printed in green.
variety of renowned authors have written intro-
ductory articles on topics
bl e through a W6Ghopetocon-ens . "’
t ienaure.. the lively discussio
FXIgrim conference. All are welcome at 9:30

a.m. in the Community Room.
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Christian Service
Opportunities for Giving
in November and December

In order to give all Pilgrims adequate time for
prayerful consideration and planning, the Board
of Christian Service is offering this advance no-
tice of the opportunities for giving that will be
presented during the time leading up to and in-
cluding Christmas.

On Sunday, November 22, Pilgrim will hold its
Alternative Christmas Market where there will
be ample choices for selecting meaningful gifts
for loved ones that help good
causes at the same time.
Then on Sunday, December
5, we will celebrate our an-
h yih spega) dofferingn ¢os
it apeedr

Throughout the season lead- Ihe \
ting Wi to Chygmasg, we vl

all be given the opportunity to

participate in Share Your "eal' ut

we enrich the Christmas of 3

one or more needy families I'Is mas
with lots of gifts and food.
htakenup pur anpuglspecial offering for the Elon
Home for Children , our nearest UCC orphan-
age. Truly, this will be a season full of opportu-

Christmas , through which
Finally, at our Christmas Eve service , we will
nities for joyful giving!
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Chil drends Wint
November 22February 14th

Children ages 2-5" grade will begin a new unit in
the Living the Good News series on November
22nd that will continue through February 14. Sun-
day School will continue being held following the
children®s word in wor g
days that fall during this time there will be a few
changes to the Sunday schedule. Most important
to note is the Advent Pageant on December 14
All children are invited to be a part of this pageant
that will take place during worship. Please arrive
at 9am and go to your regular classroom for cos-
tumes and a dress rehearsal.

Leopards (grades 3 -5) will not have Sunday
school on November 29" because they are invited
to assist in the Hanging of the Greens service that
will begin Advent.

e r

ADVENT IS HERE!

Be sure toé

1 Pick up Devotions and Activities for Children and
Families in the foyer starting Nov. 22

...
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Celebrate the Cizz:ldren

pecause OoT tnme

We regularly offer activities for

nol i -

children at 9:30 while parents are
in class, meetings, choir, or just
enjoying the company of other
parents. In addition, at 10:15

Barbara Merrill brings her gui-
tar to the third room on the right

in the education wing for music

with children of all ages.

7 Join us for the Advent Fest following worship on Nov 29th
1 Be a part of the Pageant on Dec. 13th.

The Board of Christian Education works regularly to offer meaningful opportun
for children. If you have questions or suggestions about our ministry, please c

board members Kelly Bickley, Julie Frybarger, Heather Lane, Brian Lord,
Susan McNair, Gloria Sanchéane.

ties
bntact




///;;Z Advent at Pilgrim

AT H 45 pausing to pray, willing to wait

re— .

November 22 (Pre-Advent) Book Di scussion at Fosteros [ Al
Before worship you can gather at Foster s fof
Magi cal Thinking,” then after worship stay t
Worl d Market, Hei fer l nt “ 1|, Threshol d, Housi
row Family Support Program
November 29 Quiet & Coffee - 8:30/Hanging of the Greens
In a special worship service that begins Advent, we will adorn the sanctuary with some of the sym-
bols of the season.
December 6 Quiet & Coffee - 8:30/ Advent Festival following worship
All ages are invited to share together in our soup lunch and Advent activities including making Ad-
vent wreaths, decorating cookies and cards, creating new tree ornaments, and assembling toiletry
packs for Urban Ministries.
December 13 Quiet & Coffee - 8:30/ Advent Pageant - 10:30am
The children and choir join togetherin Ch i | d r e n 6 & seriAae ofdape, peace, joy, and love
at our regular worship. Practice and costumes at 9 am.
December 16 (Wed) Blue Christmas Service - 7pm
You are invited to a service that gives time and space to those of us who have experienced loss or
sadness that makes the holidays difficult.
December 19 (Sat) Advent Morning Practice - 9am
Come stretch and refresh in the middle of Advent with this practice that involves prayer and body
movement.
December 20 Quiet & Coffee -8:30/ Vivaldi - 10:30am / Caroling - 3pm
Enjoy the music of Vivaldi during worship, then regroup later with the Pilgrim merry makers as we
bring songs and company to those who are homebound, then return to the church and share cook-
ies and hot chocolate.
December 24 Christmas Eve Dinner - 6pm/Worship - 7pm
Bring the whole family to enjoy a meal and worship on this special evening as we celebrate the
birth of the Christ Child in song and story. If possible, RSVP to the church office at 489-1381 or
pilgrimucc@verizon.net

Quiet & Coffee Join us as we move

Join Rev. Ginger in the Dowdy Room for a time of reflections

on Advent and prayers for the season. antcipare l,‘he b//"l‘/7
If you have any favorite Advent quotes, please email them to Ofﬂ?e Christ (,:h”d’ )
Marty in the office at pilgrimucc@verizon.net and rekindle the light of faith.

through the days of Advent,



Walk For Health and Community Coffee and Conversation!

Sundays Nov. 15, 22, and 29 at 5pm.

Meet Pastor Ginger aftf RNbhedhaetpois Kevthé&inger at
corner of Broad St. and Main St. to walk Nov.22 at9%am t o di scuss Joan Did

Duke"s East CamplusThe Yearof Magical Thinking, a moving story of
how we evolve and live through the moments
. ] that change our lives for-
Bilingual Exchange Is Growing!  ever.

Please come early to get
your coffee so conversa-
tion can begin at 9am. If
you have any questions,
please see Rev. Ginger.

Our classes for teaching English to Hispanics
have grown considerably. We are grateful to Dr.
Julie Pike, a psychologist working with the Al-
Anon group meeting at Pilgrim on Wed. nights,
for having started a class of Bilingual Exchange
on Thursday evenings in Fellowship Hall.

On Wednesday evenings our excellent new

childcare person Rachel can barely cope with ) )

the number of children, and we never have Toiletry Kits for

more than three teachers for the adult groups of inictri

Beginners, Intermediate, and Advanced. When Urban Ministries

one of the three cannot be there, we need As part of the Advent Fest on Dec. 7th we will
emergency help. Please give me a call at 489 be assembling toiletry kits for Urban Ministries
9832 if you or your friend or neighbor can speak and we need your help in providing the , lotions,
a little Spanish and will help out occasionally on and feminine hygiene products. items. On Sun-
Wednesday evenings, 7:30 — 9:00 p.m. days between now and the 7th look for Julie
Frybarger and Gloria Sanchez-Lane for bags
you can fill with needed items such as soap,
shampoo, deodorant, combs, razors, tooth-
paste, toothbrushes

~ Kristin Herzog

All ages are invited to join
together after worship on
Dec. 6 for a delicious soup
lunch and Advent activities.
We will make Advent
wreaths, assemble toiletry
kits, create Christmas tree
ornaments, and decorate
cards and cookies. Come
one and all!

50 + Christmas Party
Alternative Gift Market

will be held November 22 We will have our annual Christmas party on Fri-
day, December 11 at 6pm at the Pomodoro res-
You can purchase fair trade goods from, and to taurant. Please bring a wrapped gift (value

support, One Worl d Mar k eroynd $bp forfaegift exchange.| We reqdrte
ol d, Housing for New Ho hae 20geogle iD atienslanee inPogdarita use
ric Blood and Marrow Family Support Program. the private room. Please let me know as soon

More to come! as you can if you plan to attend.
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Mon.d Thru 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM “;’

Office and Staff Information:

Telephone: (919) 489-1381
E-mail: pilgrimucc@verizon.net
Web: www. pilgrimucc-durham.org

Mr. Marty Powell staffs the Pilgrim office. He
can be contacted at the Pilgrim office phone
and email.

Mr. James Keith, our music director, is at Pil-
grim on Sundays. He also comes in on
Wednesday evenings except for summer when
the choir is off. He can be contacted at james-
madconductor@yahoo.com

Mr. Neal Sharpe i s Pi Il gri m“s o
The Rev. Carla P. Gregg, Minister of Christian
Education, is in the office Sunday mornings,
and Tuesday - Thursdays from 9 - 2 pm. You
can reach Carla at the office or carlap-

gregg@gmail.com

The Rev. Dr. Ginger Brasher -Cunningham ,
our Senior Pastors has a schedule of being in
the office and out for visitation, meetings, etc.
Sunday - Thursday her schedule is flexible, of-
ten meeting with people in the evenings. She
can be reached at the office or at
Gigibc@aol.com. For pastoral emergencies
in late hours or Friday or Saturday please call
919-286-3968.

In-care students Ms. Nancy Chew
(NCHEW @ranallc.com) and Mr. Stuart Harrell
(stuart.harrell@gmail.com) are seeking ordina-
tion / commissioning in the UCC.

Ms. Tanya Best (tanya.best@ncmail.net), min-
istry intern, will assist with worship and church
life at Pilgrim 2-3 Sundays each month while
she continues ministering at her home church,
Mt. Calvary.

Allstaff have mail boxes in
his desk!) or can be reached at 919-489-1381.

rggniesatned,
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3011Academy Road

Durham,NC 27707
Worship Service- 10:30 am

Faith & the Environment
Conference

Many thanks to Tom Harris and the entire commit-
tee of folks who planned, implemented, cooked,
prayed, and
events. Our speakers and workshops provided ex-
cellent information, room for questions, and con-
crete suggestions. May we practice walking gently
on our earth and continue the work that has begun!

Kind Request

Occasionally pillows are borrowed from one room
to make ourselves more comfortable in another
room or the Sanctuary. This is perfectly accept-
able, BUT, we kindly ask that when you are fin-
ished using the pillows, please return them to their
original room, so that the people who typically use
that room will not have to scour the facilities to
ease their aching..

Thanks for your help!

Rev. Carla is currently enjoying time at
home on parental leave with new daughter
Mia, but we all look forward to_her return on
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