
increasingly apparent on Sunday afternoon as 
we opened cards and gift bags which we had 
received during the luncheon. We were over-
whelmed by the generosity of Pilgrims who an-
swered an appeal from Ginger to provide us 
with Home Depot gift cards.  Our promises of 
abundance and gratitude were made manifest.  
At the end of the day, we had enough money to 

purchase a much-
needed washer and 
dryer.  We are thrilled to 
say that the machines 
are installed and work-
ing quietly and efficiently 
ï two traits our old ma-
chines lacked! 
 
Our intention is to recog-
nize all of the generous 
gifts with a personal 
thank you note in the 
days ahead.  However, 
many of the gift cards 
did not have names at-

tached to them or were separated from a card ï 
so we know that some people who contributed 
will not receive their proper acknowledgement.  
Please know that we are humbled and grateful 
for your continuous pouring-out to our family 
over the past few months.   
 
As Carla, Mia and I move forward in our life as 
a family, we offer these words from the Litany of 
Thanksgiving at our wedding ceremony:  For all 
that has been--thank you.  For all that is to 
comeðyes! 

Last Saturday during our wedding ceremony, 
Carla and I made promises to each other before 
we exchanged our vows.  We spoke of our in-
teractions with one another, our work, how we 
spend our days, and how we hope to live our 
lives.  The last two went like this:  ñI promise to 
live life in a place of abundance ï knowing that 
there is more than enough love, resources, and 
time for our family and 
friends.ò And ñI promise 
to practice gratitude.  To 
be mindful of the gifts of 
all that we have been 
given.ò  We were sur-
rounded by our closest 
friends and family at a 
small service at OôKelly 
Chapel.  On Sunday, we 
continued with a won-
derful celebration among 
our church family at Pil-
grim UCC.  Wearing my 
grandfatherôs 1914 bap-
tismal gown, in the 
shadow of my uncle Fredôs AIDS quilt panel, 
and surrounded by more than a dozen young 
Pilgrims, Mia was baptized by Ginger.  Later in 
the service we were showered with simple, yet 
powerful, words as we stood in the center aisle 
of the sanctuary and received a laying-on-of-
hands blessing of our commitment to one an-
other.  After the service, a potluck luncheon and 
wedding cake filled our stomachs and hearts to 
nearly overflowing.   
 
The promises we made on Saturday became 
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Childrenôs  
Sunday School  
 
Christian Education for children 
continues every Sunday.  Here 
are the details: 
 
10:15 am -  Music with Barbara     
in the White Door Room 
10:30 am - Worship 
10:50 am -  Class begins following the chil-
drenôs word.  Children are to be picked-up 
promptly after worship. 
 
Drawing on the animals from the Peaceable 
Kingdom in Isaiah the children are divided into 
3 classes: 
Lambs (2s, 3s, &4s) - White Door Room  
(third room on the left) 
Lions (K-2nd grade) - Yellow Door Room  
(third room on the right) 
Leopards (3rd-5th grade) - Purple Door Room 
(last room on the left) 

Womenôs Retreat 

Feb 12 - 14 
 

So, this year we will return to the beach at Fort 
Caswell on Oak Island - less than 4 hours 
away.  Our meeting space and sleeping quar-
ters will be roomy, linens will be provided, as 
well as lunch on Saturday.  Check out this 
beaut i f u l  spot  at  the coas t  at 
www.fortcaswell.com. The total cost will be 
$100 per person for the weekend.  We have 
scholarship money available so PLEASE do not 
hesitate to let me know if some assistance is 
needed.  Mark your calendar, save your money, 
and look for registration information and retreat 
details to come soon!   
 

~ Ginger 

Selections from  
Inspiring Generosity  

 
The overall sense of scripture is that 
ñstewardshipò concerns not only material well-
being but also spiritual soundness.  It is caring 
for all that God provides, including the ñgospelò 
or good news of a sovereign and inclusive love, 
breaking into the world in Christ.  Stewardship 
is caring for the very gift of life itself, beginning 
with oneôs own existence and including ability, 
talents, time, emotions, and other people, as 
well as the protection of the earth and all that is 
in it. 
 

Time, talent, and treasure - what shall we give?  
What will stewardship look like in our day and at 
our church? 
 

Peace,  
 

Ginger 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Nov. 1 we will be going to the NC Railroad 
Museum and train ride.  We will leave Pilgrim 
by 12:15 and we can eat lunch at "Ye Ole Bar-
beque Restaurant" at the Museum.  We will 
carpool from Pilgrim.  We should be back at the 
church between 5:30 and 6:00.  If you have not 
had an opportunity to pay Joline for your tick-
ets, it would be most helpful if you could do so 
as soon as possible. 

http://www.fortcaswell.com
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feel in their heart, then great things can happen.  
The recent celebration of our 10 years as an 
Open and Affirming congregation is just one 
example of our óheartô work together. 
As the passage from 1Corinthians says, there 
are many ways to be of service.  Things that to 
one person would be a burden are rewarding 
and fulfilling to others.  Some donate their time 
and talent via their gifts of teaching, music, art, 
photography or cooking, through visiting shut-
ins, serving in soup kitchens or providing trans-
portation and meals to the homeless. Some 
help in the office, do childcare, or arrange for 
repairs and improvements to our facilities.  
Some serve as church leaders in various posi-
tions on boards, committees or Church Council. 
These are all important tasks, and require a va-
riety of talents and passions to accomplish 
them.  
 
A personal example I have is my leading, along 
with Polly Harris, a childrenôs singing time each 
Sunday before service.  It means a commitment 
to be at church early each Sunday, whether or 
not the choir is singing, to remember to bring 
my guitar, and to have a repertoire of songs 
ready.  When I was first asked to do this, sev-
eral years ago, I wasnôt so sure how long I 
could commit, but thought that I would try it for 
a while. Well, I am still leading childrenôs music, 
and with the recent growth in the number of 
children, it has become even more exciting for 
me.  I love watching as the children become 
more confident and sing out as they learn the 
songs.  I love knowing all their names, and get-
ting to know their personalities. And, when we 
make our circle to sing the ñchurch songò before 
we all head off to service, there is a sweet feel-
ing of fellowship that moves me every single 
time.  Now I canôt imagine not leading childrenôs 
music. 
 
Joyful service is the best kind.  Following our 
passion can be revitalizing and increase our 
connections to our community and to God.  But 

Happy to Serve You 
by Barbara Merrill, Moderator 

Continued on next page 

Over the past sev-
eral weeks we have 
explored service and 
stewardship - in the 
newsletter, in our 
services, and in Gin-
gerôs sermons.  Both 
Carla and Ginger 
have asked us to 
think about what we 
consider steward-
ship to be, and how 

we all can be stewards of our church commu-
nity and its resources. While this fall season will 
certainly include discussions of budgets and 
finances for the next year, money is only part of 
the story.  Stewardship, as the logo in the past 
two newsletters proclaims, is ñheartò work.   
 
Last month Ginger preached from 1Corinthians 
12:4-26, a passage which includes:   
 
 

This passage and Gingerôs sermon got me 
thinking on the very many ways that people 
serve each other in our congregation, in our 
community, and in our world.  When people 
have the opportunity to serve in ways that touch 
their heart, their enthusiasm and passion can 
not only inspire them to amazing accomplish-
ments, but also be contagious and inspire oth-
ers as well.  Two days later at the expanded 
Church Council meeting, where all board mem-
bers were invited, I asked board members to 
say what excited them about being on their 
board and what they would like to see happen 
in the next year.  There were many ideas and 
thoughts, and so much care and concern for 
what they are doing and for the congregation, 
the community, and our world.  When people 
have an opportunity to serve in a way that they 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the 
same Spirit; and there are varieties of 
service, but the same Lord; and there 
are varieties of working, but it is the 
same God who inspires them all in 
every one.  


