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A Material World
by Carla P. Gregg

A lovely banner stands tall outside the church
and proclaims REJOICE with a rainbow of
colors. Four AIDS quilts hang in the sanctu-
ary, calling us to an awareness of life and
death. Dozens of stoles are draped through-
out Pilgrim witnessing to the ministry of GLBT
clergy. Water marks Kellen Peter as she
makes her baptismal promises. Hands touch
Kellen and Michaela Cragg as they are
blessed by children, family, mentors, and the
Pilgrim congregation. Pennies, nickels,
dimes, quarters, dollars, rustle out of pockets
and rattle into baskets. Children hold hands,
a boyds voice rises,
presses pedals, fingers press keys and air
blows through pipes making music. Loved
ones are named; he wraps his arm around
her shoulder. Bread, juice, basket of food,
resources are brought to the table. A baby
cries, the story of Job echoes. Two lines of
people come and ask for the bread and the
cup. They are given. We are lifted up to the
light of change.

Our worship this past Sunday was not just
spiritual or emotional or intellectual. It was all
of these things and also physical, material,
tangible. Worship is to be seen, heard, felt,
and tasted. It is a time when we bring to-
gether mind, heart, and body to honor God
and to care for Godos

The season of stewardship we are entering is

a time to reflect on the physical and spiritual
life of the congregation. Are we meeting the
spiritual and physical needs of the people we
are called to serve? How are we caring for
one another and for our facility? Do our
youth have what they need to grow in their
faith? Is someone paying attention to the
shut-ins? Who are you praying for? What
kind of church do you want your money to
support? What are you doing to be a part of
the mission of Pilgrim?

Our pledges will provide for a number of tan-
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the sanctuary candles, ink for the orders of
worship, phone service to call someone in the
hospital, paper towels for the bathroom, food
for the kitchen at Urban Ministries, the organ-

istbdés sal ary, a church
for an R&R meeting, my health insurance,
juice for the <childrenté

And all the tangible items provide for the in-
tangibles such as prayer, faith formation,
kindness to neighbor, pastoral care, generos-
ity of spirit, hospitality, and intellectual pursuit.

As | take leave over the next six weeks, | will
miss your corporate exploration of these
questions. | pray that you approach this time
holisticallyd with mind, body, and spirit and
phatoypul answers put Pilgrim in a position to
be open and willing
spiritual and material.
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Chil drenos
Sunday School ;Iol
Christian Education for children s“

continues every Sunday. Here

are the details:

10:15 am - Music with Barbara

in the White Door Room

10:30 am - Worship

10:50 am - Class begins following the chil-
drendés word.
promptly after worship.

Drawing on the animals from the Peaceable
Kingdom in Isaiah the children are divided into
3 classes:

Lambs (2s, 3s, &4s) - White Door Room

(third room on the left)

Lions (K-2" grade) - Yellow Door Room

(third room on the right)

Leopards (3"-5" grade) - Purple Door Room

New Nursery Caregiver

Hi, my name is Rachel! | am from St. Peters-
burg, FL, and | moved to North Carolina in
July. | graduated from Florida State University
with a degree in Psychology and a minor in
Child Development. | am currently pursuing a
Master's of Social Work degree from UNC. |
hope to work in child welfare, possibly provid-
ing in-home services or advocating for chil-
dren's rights. Outside of school, | enjoy read-
ing, hiking, biking, and traveling. | am so ex-
cited to work in the nursery, and | can't wait to
meet everyone!

Chi |l dupen

Seminar Continues Studying Paul

Was the apostle Paul a radical, a conservative,
or even sometimes a reactionary? Come to
learn with us how to understand a Pauline let-
ter. Margaret Memory will summarize for us
chapters 3 and 4 of
on The First Paul. All are welcome in the Com-
munity Room at 9:30 p.m. next Sunday.

are to be picked

Pilgrim Visiting and Care

As Pilgrims, we seek to care for each other on
our journeys. Pilgrims have, for years, sought to
help one another; so this is not new. But we at
Pilgrim UCC are trying to improve and ensure
that needs are recognized and met.

As some may know, every Pilgrim Church
member is one of a Care Group and a Deacon
looks after each Care Group. We also have a
Pilgrim Care Team.

The Care Team seeks
to provide urgent or es-
pecially needed care to
Pilgrims with medical or |
other likely temporary Y-
needs and to visit/ Pr
contact/support people [P
who canodét g
The Care Team seeks
to help with regular visits or contact by phone,
f ood, communi on for p
Church, periodic transport to the doctor, and
other services.

Your Deacon will remain the same person
throughout his or her service on the Board of
Deacons, but people in the Care Team will
change, and Pilgrim is always looking for folks
who would like to help. If you would like to be
in a pool of volunteers for the Care Team or if
you know a Pilgrim who needs more attention,
please speak to Rev. Ginger or your personal
Deacon.

Blessings,
Board of Deacons
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50+ ACTIVITIES Churchwide Christmount Retreat
_ Black Mountain NC, October 225.

The tickets have been ordered for the Nov. 1

trip to the NC Railroad Museum and train ride. ltos time for fun and fell

Joll_ne purchased the tickets on her_credlt card family. This retreat is minimally scheduled so

S? It \.NOUId be greatlr)]/ apprec_:;ated |fb(|averyon|§ there is time to visit, shop, sightsee, hike, read,

o 263 o s | 19, ok on he porhand ke 1 h beauty

y ' : of the Appalachian in the fall. Saturday morn-

The train ride is scheduled at 3:30 and we need ing from 9:300 10:30, for those who are inter-

to be there 30 minutes before the train is ested we have the opportunity to briefly explore

loaded. We will leave Pilgrim by 12:15 and we Ruth, Rahab, Job and Jonah with Rev. Ginger

can eat lunch at "Ye Ole Barbeque Restau- and newly ordained Rev. Betty Morton. Costs

rant" at the Museum. We will carpool from Pil- for the weekend are as follows: Lodging - $72

grim.  We should be back at the church be- per night, 2nd adult $10.50; breakfast - $7.25;

tween 5:30 and 6:00. dinner - $10.50 (children less and children un-

Thanks der 3 free) _Sign up by September 23 out_side

o the Fellowship Hall or contact Betty Curtis at

Millie Myers 286-7680 or revred@verizon.net
Pilgrim Music Director Awarded Fellowship
Pilgrim UCC is pleased to announjce th
director has been awarded a semester-long teaching fellowship at the
University of Kansas. James, a Choral Direction Ph.D. candidate at the
University of North Carolina at Greensboro, will be using this experience
toward his goal of attaining his Ph.D.
While James is in Kansas, Garrett Saake, also a Choral Direction Ph.D
candi date at UNCG, wi || be takinlg ove
Garrett has been singing with the choir since last year, and brings a lot of
talent, both in singing, and in choral direction.
James will leave around the first of the year, and will return after the
spring semester has concluded. We 61 |
heodol | be |l eaving us in good hand$ witdt
companist i both of whom are experienced choral directors.

Good luck James!

Heart Lights On, Hall Lights Off

Pilgrims, please turn off lights! As we work to conserve energy and practice
fiscal responsibility, please turn off lights in Sunday school room, hallways, and
the Fellowship Hall. If you are the last one around in these areas, please turn
off the lights. Oh, and did | say, please turn off the lights?
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Thank You,

Ginger




Durham CAN Assembly
at Pilgrim on October 18

On Sunday, October 18 at 5:00 pm , Durham
CAN wi I | hold a public
sanctuary. All Pilgrims are encouraged to at-
tend to experience first hand the exciting work
that CAN is doing to make Durham a better
community. Pilgrim is one of approximately 30
member organizations which make up Durham
CAN. These organizations are either churches,
associations or neighborhoods (ergo, CAN).
Diversity of race, culture and socio-economic
circumstances is one of its great strengths. To-
gether, CAN members identify issues that face
their members and Durham citizens in general,
research those issues to find doable solutions,
and engage our public officials to adopt and
implement those solutions. Many Pilgrims re-
cently participated 1in
identify new issues for CAN to work on. Some
of those new issues will be presented to public
officials at the forum on the 18". Among the
public officials invited to the assembly are all
candidates currently running for Durham City
Council , Dur hamodés state
gressman David Price and even Governor Bev-
erly Perdue. Based on past assemblies, we
can expect most of those invited to attend.
Please join us so Pilgrim can make a good
showing as the host of the assembly.

Healthcare Forum with
Rep. Price
at Pilgrim on October 18

Have you been perplexed about the healthcare
reform proposals in Congress and their relative
merits? Have you wondered how our Christian
faith may inform our actions regarding these
orBpSSHIEoM By, then Bleade ioin Gihdr Bif
grims in an hour long forum with U.S. Con-
gressman David Price after fellowship hour on
Sunday, October 18. Rep. Price not only is
well-versed in the differing proposals and
points of view on healthcare reform, but as a
seminary graduate (Yale Divinity School) he is
also a source of information what a faithful re-
sponse might be. We realize that there may
be varying views within the Pilgrim community
on healthcare reform. The purpose of this fo-
rum is to provide safe place where we can dis-
cuss and learn together. Through faithful and
respectful consideration together as a Christian
community, we hope to heighten our discern-
hEnP df \WhEre C%é)r‘?\aty becimhdwitrd U wit
respect to healthcare reform issues. The fo-
rum will end at 1:00 PM sharp. Childcare will
be provided.

Tom Harris, Chair, Board of Christian Service
representatives, Con

For All That Has Been We Are Grateful & All That Is Yet To Come, Y

In this busy fall, Pilgrims have celebrated in many ways. The 10th anniversary o f

Pil gri

to be an Open and Affirming Congregation was filled with excellent services, music, food, and joy!
For all those who prepared by hanging AIDS quilts, displaying the shower of stoles, blowing up bal-
loons, distributing flyers, cooking meals, cleaning the kitchen, and the million other things needed to

make the weekend wonderful, THANK YQOU!
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Trustee Review of 20082009

The Board of Trustees includes: Mike Cragg, Chair; Wynolia Apple, Vice-Chair; Tom Heath, Glenn
Frybarger; Chuck Darsie; Leigh McNair; Bill Boone; Cathy Brennan; Claudia Fulshaw; and Maggie
Miller.

I n the past year we strived to be good stewards of
enhance our building and thus our church life. Some examples are:

Installed two new church signs

Repainted parking lot lines

Repaired our front window frames and painted them and the doors
Chairs in the fellowship hall have been cleaned

Hand sanitizers were purchased and installed

Three chair dollies were purchased to stack excess chairs

Two candle lighters were purchased to replace the broken ones

Risers in the choir loft are being rebuilt

Insurance policy has been reviewed and updated

The door to the fellowship hall was widened

Carpet has been removed from the history room to help control mildew
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This has been completed at a cost of approximately $16,000.00. We were able to keep costs down
because members of Pilgrim have volunteered their expertise, talents and valuable time to make Pil-
grim UCC a better place. Over the next year the trustees hope to start improvements in the fellow-
ship hall and kitchen and we are soon to begin work on improving our two front entrances.

A Proud Day!

On Saturday, September 26", Pilgrims joined with folks
from all over the state to celebrate at NC Pride Festival!
Those who gathered for the communion service could
feel the positive energy and loving spirit of those huddled
in and around the gazebo o
Aitchison, Milton Brasher-Cunningham and Marvetta g
Walker enhanced our worship with their musical gifts. ‘

Other Pilgrims who volunteered to staff the booth, set up,

clean up, and generally make the day a success were: | “83
Wynolia Apple, Dan Barco, Nancy Ruth Best, Ginger
Brasher-Cunningham, Bill Dickerson, Claudia Fulshaw, Carla Gregg, Tom Harris, Lindsey Kearns,
Robin Keith, Leigh Larson, Kailey Larson, Elizabeth Lord, John Marhoul, Michelle Mathis, Betty Mor-

ton, Ann Richards, Denise Thomas, and Suzanne Tyler

Pups and people hopped into or walked beside Wynol
who believe in equal rights for all. Along the route we heard many thank-y ouds t hat we at
would participate in such a day of support for the GLBT community. Many times through the day our
hearts were touched and minds were reminded (with
comed in church.

Without the organization, planning, and preparedness of Traci Baker we would have stumbled
through the day. Special thanks to you, Traci, and thanks to all who participated in and / or prepared
the festival!

Peace,
Ginger



Stewardship Theology and Motivation

from Inspiring Generosity

AAbundanceo: The Key to Generosity

In the biblical world, stewardship was about household management. It designated the task of con-
trolling finances and supervising servants and workers. Thus, Joseph had a steward, as did Abra-

ham and, on a | arger scale, the kings of I srael
church and embraces both the gospel and the world
sense that the earth is the Lordo6s.

The overall sense of scripture is thatbeingbutasear dshi
spiritual soundness. It is caring for all that G
sovereign and inclusive love, breaking into the world in Christ. Stewardship is caring for the very gift

of life itself, beginning with oneb6s own existenc

other people, as well as the protection of the earth and all that is in it.
» - .
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L B Stewardship presumes blessing and abundance. It is more than over-
; coming scarcity, or guarding against
have T or being prudent. It is more than giving to people in need. Itis
about recognizing all that we already have, helping both ourselves and
other know and enjoy the abundance in which all can share, right now.

Jesus sums up the purpose of his mini

|l ife, and have it abundantlyo (John 1

ours by the grace of God i a quality of life meant to be all of ours, not

just that of insiders to the faith bt

t he worl d. This abundant life if God

the sheer joy of being alive, freed from the grip of fear and anxiety.

I n biblical Hebrew, the word for fisal
notes fAspace and freedom and security which is ga
news of salvation is deliverance from what ficonstr
us from experiencing |Iife as it truly is in the fr

that makes room for life in the first place, gives us our first breath, and enables us to breathe again
amid all that would stifle or smother us.

Dear Pilgrims,

We move into the fall and begin more conversa-
tions about stewardship. What is it? How do
we talk about time, talents, and treasure? How
do we shape our gifts with one another? How
do our of ferings furtiher Godods
community and world? Questions to ponder.

Let the discussion continue. Peace,

Ginger




