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One Spirit
by Ginger BrasheCunningham

An old friend died last night. His name was Pete.

Pete had a story as intense as his Boston accent.
He lived hard. He was a musician who embodied
the stereotypical wild-drinking-druggie-musician life.

Faith was never part of the scenario until mid-life.
Suddenly he discovered who Jesus was and he
became a follower. Peter found support systems
which helped him become clean and a church that
empowered him to discover who he was called to
be. From that moment on, he lived a loving life to
the fullest!

This past Sunday we explored | Corinthian 12: 4-26:

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same
Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same
Lord; and there are varieties of working, but it is the
same God who inspires them all in every one.

To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit
for the common good. To one is given through the
Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the ut-
terance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of
healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to
distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.

All these are inspired by one and the same
Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he
wills. For just as the body is one and has many mem-
bers, and all the members of the body, though many,
are one body, so it is with Christ. For by one Spirit we
were all baptized into one body--Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free--and all were made to drink of one
Spirit. For the body does not consist of one member
but of many.

If the foot should say, "Because | am not a
hand, |1 do not belong to the body," that would not
make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear

should say, "Because | am not an eye, | do not belong
to the body," that would not make it any less a part of
the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would
be the hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where
would be the sense of smell?

But as it is, God arranged the organs in the
body, each one of them, as God chose. If all were a
single organ, where would the body be? As it is, there
are many parts, yet one body. The eye cannot say to
the hand, "I have no need of you," nor again the head
to the feet, "I have no need of you.” On the contrary,
the parts of the body which seem to be weaker are in-
dispensable and those parts of the body which we think
less honorable we invest with the greater honor, and
our unpresentable parts are treated with greater mod-
esty, which our more presentable parts do not require.

But God has so composed the body, giving the
greater honor to the inferior part, that there may be no
discord in the body, but that the members may have
the same care for one another. If one member suffers,
all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice
together.

I will miss the part of our body that encountered
earthly death last night. | will miss the heart of an
encourager, a giver of grace, a humble practitioner

of Goddés | ove. Afsi flt ime s s Pa:
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stories, renew our dreams, and celebrate the joy of

each moment.

May we as the body of Christ cherish our days to-

get her , encourage one anot he

gifts, and learn from those who live their days with
joy, meaning and intentionality!

Live well Pilgrims! Peace,
Ginger



Chil drenos
School
Christian Education

for children continues
every Sunday. Here
are the detalils:

10:15 am
Music with Barbara
in the White Door
Room

10:30 am
Worship

10:50 am
Class begins
Children are to be picked-up promptly after
worship.

Drawing on the animals from the Peaceable
Kingdom in Isaiah the children are divided into
3 classesd

Lambs (2s, 3s, &4s) - White Door Room (third
room on the left)

Lions (K-2" grade) - Yellow Door Room (third
room on the right)

Leopards (3"-5" grade) - Purple Door Room
(last room on the left)

Seminar Class Shows Video
on Trip to Mexico

On Sunday, September 20, the Seminar class
will watch a documentary film by Mikel Bar-
ton. It describes how Gail Phares, who for dec-
ades has been working for peace and justice,
took a group of 20 North Carolinians in Febru-
ary of this year to Oaxa, Mexico, to look at the
roots of migration. All are invited to join us in
the Community Room at 9:30 a.m. to learn why
people are leaving Latin American countries to
move north and how these events relate to our
faith. Childcare will be provided.
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Youth Lunch and Meeting
September 27h

Following worship on September 27" all youth
(6™-12" grade) are invited to gather for lunch
and youth group. We will meet in the Commu-
nity Room, the first room on the left in the edu-
cation wing. After sharing lunch together, we
will split into high school and middle school
groups. The middle school group will join Pas-
tors Ginger and Carla while the high schoolers
will join Alice Dolbow, former admissions coun-
selor at Duke, to talk about choosing and apply-
ing to colleges. Please bring $5 for lunch and
Elts}nhtcebe tnished arqurd1:80s Segdnerg info
elow.

Calling All CollegaBound Teens!

College applications got you down? Wondering
how to write a great essay? Looking for motiva-
tion to just get started? Please join me after the
youth lunch on the 27th for a discussion of the
college application process and get your ques-
tions answered. | worked in the Office of Un-
dergraduate Admissions at Duke for 7 years,
and hope to share some tips and ideas as you
embark on your college selection process.

If you have specific topics that you would like
me to address, please email me ahead of time
at alicedolbow@gmail.com. This will allow us
to make the most of our time together. Please
note that | do not have extensive experience
with the need-based financial aid process, but
may be able to talk a little about merit-based
scholarship awards.

Parents, are you reading this and wishing you
could come? Sorry, this event is for the teens
only! If there is sufficient interest, | would be
willing to speak to parents at another time.

Alice Dolbow
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O&A

The O&A group will be having dinner at Bennett
Point Grill on Hillsboro Road next Tuesday,
September 22 at 6:30 pm . All are welcome,
but | need to know how many chairs to reserve.
Please let me know if you can attend (people
who will be a little late are welcome too!). Traci
Baker 971-6792 or tracirenee555@yahoo.com.

50+ ACTIVITIES

Please note the trip to Blowing Rock scheduled
for Oct. 3 has been cancelled.

The next activity will be a visit to the New Hope
Railroad and NC Railtrain Museum on Sunday,
Nov. 1, following church services. The time
has not been determined yet by the rail-
road. We will take a train ride from Bonsal, NC
(on Hwy. 1 near Apex) to New Hill. The ride
takes about 1 hour - round trip. It is an old
steam-powered train and this trip will have
some kind of live music on the train. Besides
the Railroad Museum there is also an "Ole
Time Barbeque" restaurant at the Bonsal Sta-
tion. We will need to make reservations and |
understand that the seats fill quickly. Please let
Joline or me know, as soon as possible, if you
want to participate in this activity. The tickets
for the train ride are $9.00 per adult.

The final activity for 2009 will be the yearly
Christmas party in early December. There will
be more about this later.

Millie Myers

Churchwide Christmount Retreat
Black Mountain NC, October 225.

ltés time for fun and
family. This retreat is minimally scheduled so
there is time to visit, shop, sightsee, hike, read,
relax, rock on the porch and take in the beauty
of the Appalachian in the fall. Saturday morn-
ing from 9:308 10:30, for those who are inter-
ested we have the opportunity to briefly explore
Ruth, Rahab, Job and Jonah with Pastors Gin-
ger and newly ordained Betty Morton. Costs for
the weekend are as follows: Lodging - $72 per
night, 2nd adult $10.50; breakfast - $7.25; din-
ner - $10.50 (children less and children under 3
free) Sign up by September 23 outside the Fel-
lowship Hall or contact Betty Curtis at 286-7680
or revred@verizon.net

Pride Weekend i

and we need volunteers! Pilgrim is looking for peo-
ple to help in the booth and / or walk / ride in the
parade at the Pride Festival. The event will be on
Duke campus and is from 88 4 pm. Pilgrim will host
an ecumenical communion service at 11 am at the
gazebo. I f youdre
tact Traci Baker at 317-1025 or tracire-
nee555@yahoo.com. The sign-up sheet is on the
board outside Pastor
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Durham Interfaith Disaster Reliej
d

invites members of area congregations to atte
an orientation & planning session for

pro |d| dIS er rellef su
Thg s%s Haul R% Er(éwnl

provide mformatlon about what it takes and
how to be part of early response teams who
will go to hurricane areas within a few hours
drive from Durham for short periods of time.

Saturday, September 19, 9-10:30 am, at Pil-
grimig@C.i n hel ping please

For more information contact Lori Pistor at:

R-ka@yerizop-pet

con-
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Conference on Faith and the Environment

How does our faith call us to respond to the environmental challenges facing our local and global
communities today - global warming; adequate, affordable and clean energy; sustainable food pro-

duction and distribution; abundant, clean water for all?

What are the roots and details of these challenges, and what actions can we take
as individuals, local communities and churches to promote environmental health-

fulness, justice and hope?

Please join us at Pilgrim on Friday, October 30 from 6-9 pm and again on Satur-
day, October 31 beginning at 8:30 am for an exploration of environmental con-
cerns, faith, action, hope and celebration! Dinner on Friday and lunch on Saturday

provided.

Seethecomplete2-page fl yer on the

http://www.pilgrimucc-durham.org

Dear Pilgrims,

Hopefully you have had a chance to meet Baby
Mia! Rev. Carla is back with us for a while be-
cause her parental leave is occurring in seg-
ments.

She was way from July 236 Aug. 18 and will
continue her leave from Oct. 5 until Nov. 18 .

Thank you for all the ways you have supported
Carla and Lindsey as they have expanded their
family!

Peace,
Ginger

homepage o

Financial Conversation

At Mount Level Baptist Church, 316
Hebron Road, Durham on Wed.,
Sept. 23 at 7 pm. We will discuss
credit card debt. The evening is

ough:

call ed in10% | s Enp
Service Against Usury.
interested in attending, please let

Rev. Ginger know. gigibc@aol.com

Think much about
stewardship?
What is
stewardship?
Google, pray,
guestion and se
what kind of
answers we can
discover, then
share what we
learn.
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Celebration!
Our own Betty Morton will by

ber 20th, at 3:00 pm.

A reception will follow. Pleas
join our Incare student as s
becomes The Rev. Ms. Be
Morton!

ordained onSunday, Septem}
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Traci Baker, Nancy Ruth
Best, Ginger Brasher
Cunningham, Claudia
Fulshaw, Carla Gregg,
Tom Harris, Robin Keith,
Michelle Mathis, and
Suzanne Tyler



