
making some form of universal health care 
available to the American people was likely a 
sure thing.  But now health care reform is at 
risk.  Commentators, advocacy groups and faith 
organizations are saying that we are at a critical 
time in this debate, with what happens in Au-
gust 2009 determining whether health care re-
form will pass or fail.  I am an advocate for 
health care reform.  Itôs a matter of justice. 
 
Health care justice is an issue about which I 
have a growing passion.  Through my work and 
personal experience, I have seen first-hand the 
damaging impact of rising health care costs and 
disparities in access to health care.  I have pre-
viously worked for health insurance companies 
and recently assisted the North Carolina Coun-
cil of Churches in getting its statewide health 
and wholeness initiative off the ground.  For the 
last year and a half, I have worked as a chap-
lain in hospital settings and have been called to 
continue chaplain-related work.  I was amazed 
when I was assigned to the GS 27 committee 
that was discussing health care reform.  I could 
not have asked for a more fitting assignment. 
 
At General Synod, the UCC raised its voice to 
call for health care reform now, passing a reso-
lution entitled, ñAn Urgent Call for Advocacy in 
Support of Healthcare for All, as in H.R. 676,ò 
which proposes a single-payer health care sys-
tem.  The UCC joined an interfaith chorus of 
groups ringing out a cry for justice in health 

In June of this year, I had the privilege of serv-
ing as a delegate for the Southern Conference 
to the United Church of Christôs Twenty-seventh 
General Synod (GS 27).  This was my first Gen-
eral Synod, and it was exciting to join such a 
vibrant and diverse group of UCCers -- around 
600 delegates and 2000 visitors from across 
the nation and other parts of the world gathered 
for fellowship and worship and, of course, the 
work of General Synod.   
 
Synod delegates took action on a number of 
initiatives vital to the denomination and to peo-
ple nationally and in other regions of the world.   
Delegates considered a number of important 
resolutions in committees; conducted UCC 
business, including the election of a new UCC 
President, Rev. Geoffrey Black from the UCC's 
New York Conference, and the adoption of a 
new and more streamlined national governance 
structure; as well as participated in other spe-
cial meetings and presentations.  I urge you to 
visit this website for a general summary of GS 
27 and links to more information about action 
taken: http://www.ucc.org/news/synod-news-its-
a-wrap.html.    
 
However, in this article, I would like to highlight 
one key addressed at GS 27 ï health care re-
form.  No one with eyes to see and ears to hear 
can miss Americaôs health care reform debate 
that has been raised from simmer to boil over 
the last few months.  At least I hope not.   
 
At first it seemed that passage of legislation 
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care.  More recently, on July 28, 2009, UCC 
leaders followed up this Resolution with a pas-
toral letter to members of the UCC urging us to 
ñengage in the work of transforming our nationôs 
health care system into a just and compassion-
ate system of healingò ï a system providing 
everyone meaningful access to quality health 
care.  As stated in the UCC letter calling for 
health care reform: 
 

"Health care is not only a basic 
human right but a human 
need.  As people of faith we be-
lieve that it is a moral imperative 
to transform health care so that it 
is inclusive, accessible, afford-
able and accountable. We call 
on our churches to actively work 
towards the creation of a na-
tional health care system and to 
affirm the moral and justice im-
peratives of equal access for all 
people."  

 
Click on this link or cut and paste it into your 
web browser to read the entire UCC letter call-
ing for our action to achieve health care reform 
now -- http://www.ucc.org/health-care-reform/.  
It will give you suggestions for action to take, 
such as calling your lawmakers on Capitol Hill 
at (888) 797-8717.  It also includes talking 
points. 
 
Our God is a God who cares for everyone, in-
cluding the poor, the oppressed, and the needy 
-- and so must we.  Our God seeks justice for 
all and so must we.  Throughout our history, the 
UCC has been on the cutting edge of civil and 
human rights issues ï not shying away from 
controversial debates that change the course of 
history in our nation for greater justice.  Let this 
day be no exception.  

We are at another historic crossroads with op-
portunities to usher in a little more justice for the 
kingdom of God.  Please pray and discern how 
to participate as America continues to try to fig-
ure out how to bring about justice in health 
care.  Remember, time is of the essence!  

Health Care continued from page1 

Join Ginger for Breakfast at 
Guglhupf  

 
What:  Breakfast at Guglhupf with Ginger 
 
When:  Sunday, August 16 at 9:00 AM 
 
Why:  Itôs time to identify issues that Pilgrim 
 wants Durham CAN to seek solutions to. 
 
How:  Conversation over coffee and baked 

goods.  Could there be a better way to 
start a Sunday morning?  Come and join 
in! 

Hello fellow Pil-
grims.  Itôs August 
which means that 
many of us are on 
vacation, or perhaps 
getting ready to go 
back to school.  But 
the Nominating 
Committee is busy 
getting together a 
slate of board mem-
bers for the congre-

gation to vote on at our August 30 Congrega-
tional Meeting.  The meeting will be held immedi-
ately after the service.   
 
If you would like to volunteer for a position, or 
would like to offer a nomination to the committee, 
please contact them.  A list of board members 
can be found in the July 2009 newsletter.  Our 
board and committee members are a vital part of 
our congregation, and any church member is 
welcome to join us. 
 

Nominating Committee: 
Wynolia Apple 
Paige Cragg 
Robin Franklin 
Shannon Glutting 
Tom Harris  
Elzie Laube 
Millie Myers  
John Pradka 

CONGREGATIONAL  

MEETING  

http://www.ucc.org/health-care-reform/
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Holy Smokes! 
Whereõs The Barbecue? 

 
Did you notice that spring passed by and we 
didnôt have a fundraiser? Did you miss the smell 
of barbecue wafting through the air? Did you 
think ñWhereôs the beef?ò 

 
This year, the Board 
of Christian Service 
chose a different 
direction for our an-
nual charity fund-
raiser. We consid-
ered all of the cur-
rent economic fac-
tors and the costs 
involved in the an-
nual fundraiser, and 

felt we needed a more cost-effective event. The 
funds raised from the auction will benefit the Mt. 
Calvary Food Pantry and our Pastorôs Discre-
tionary Fund. 
 
On September 13th, 
immediately following 
church service, we will 
meet in the Fellowship 
Hall for a baked-goods 
auction. The Board of 
Christian Service will 
provide refreshments 
while we have the auc-
tion. What is your part? 
Bring in your baked 
goods before church, 
and be prepared to bid 
on (and buy!) other offerings during the auction. 

 
The theme for the 
event is ñNot Just Des-
serts ï Eating Local.ò  
Please watch this 
space for further infor-
mation and start think-
ing about what you will 
be bringing! 
 
~  BOCS 

Summer Vacation 
 
As we gather back, let's share summer stories 
during coffee hour. Sure, our stories may not be 
as exciting as say, Carla and Lindsey adopting 
Baby Mia or the Busby / Bishops welcoming 
Lila and Chase , but let's chat about what did 
happen during the summer.  
 
For me, I began vacation after mission trip and 
spent two days in Birmingham, two days in 
Asheville, two days in Blowing Rock, two days 
at Carolina Beach, and two days in Boston. I 
gained more than two pounds because I cer-
tainly ate more than two meals a day! I saw two 
movies, read two books, slept for two days, was 
caffeinated in way 
more than two cof-
fee shops and 
have too many sto-
ries surrounding 
family and friends 
to tell. 
 
I want to hear 
about you too! 
 
Welcome Back! 
 
Peace, Ginger 

Vacation 
Tales! 
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Dear Pilgrims,  
 
If you are interested in prison visitation please 
contact Samuel Johnson. The program pro-
vides training and needs volunteers.     Samuel 
Johnson sbjmath1@aol.com 
 
Peace, Ginger 

50+ ACTIVITIES 
  
There are two changes since the last newsletter concerning proposed plans: 

1.  NC Symphony Labor Day Pops in the Park Concert has been cancelled by the sponsors - 
 WRAL TV 
 2. The trip to Blowing Rock scheduled for Oct. 3 has been re-scheduled for Oct. 10.  FYIðthe 
 O&A 10th year anniversary will be held that same weekend at Pilgrim on Oct. 3 & 4 

 

The Blowing Rock trip will include visits to several historic sites: 
1.  The Blowing Rock - the oldest NC travel attraction since 1933 
 2. Moses Cone Manor - free tour - reservations required and the Parkway Craft Center - on the 
 grounds of the manor 
 3.  Mast General Store - a place Charles Kuralt called a "destination" 
 4.  Mystery Hill - "a fascinating exploration of science, optical illusion and natural phenomena" 

 

Anyone interested in going to Blowing Rock for the day, please notify Joline or me by Sept. 20.  We 
will need to rent a van for this trip.  We would leave Pilgrim at 8 am and return by 10 pm.  The main 
cost for the trip will be splitting the rental fee for the van and any food you eat. 
 

The next activity will be a visit to the New Hope Railroad and NC Railtrain Museum on Sunday, Nov. 
1, following church services.  The time has not been determined yet by the railroad.  We will take a 
train ride from Bonsal, NC (on Hwy. 1 near Apex) to New Hill.  The ride takes about 1 hour - round 
trip.  It is an old steam-powered train and this trip will have some kind of live music on the train.  Be-
sides the Railroad Museum there is also an  "Ole Time Barbeque" restaurant at the Bonsal Station. 
We will need to make reservations and I understand that the seats fill quickly.  Please let Joline or 
me know, as soon as possible, if you want to participate in this activity.  The tickets for the train ride 
are $9.00 per adult. 
 

The final activity for 2009 will be the yearly Christmas party in early December.  There will be more 
about this later. 
 

Millie Myers 

Mark Your Calendar!  

NC Pride 2009 

is scheduled for Saturday, 

September 26, 2009, 10am - 4pm at  

Duke East Campus, Durham, NC.  

 

mailto:sbjmath1@aol.com


that hurt the heart! We stood in sorrow as we 
saw captured memories of fire hoses and police 
dogs. 
 
Our heads and our hearts are full. You will hear 
(and see) more through pictures and Susan 
Barco's gift of film at the mission trip reflection 
service in late August. 
 
Many thanks for all of you who have contributed 
to this life enriching trip and time of ministry.  
 
Peace,  
      Ginger and the Traveling Pilgrims 
 
 
July 17  
 
Greetings from Birmingham,  
 
I didn't miss the van.  
 
This weekend I begin my vacation here in the 
city where I witnessed our Pilgrims embrace 
each other and another church community. As 
the traveling pilgrims are settling back at home, 
I am on Red Mountain in a coffee shop near 
Vulcan (ñGoogleò for more info). I have had a 
few hours to miss our crew and be grateful for 
our time together.  
 
From serving a meal to 129 folks at the Fire-
house Shelter to Home Depot runs for paint and 
plants, Pilgrim was wonderfully represented and 
lived out and in the commissioning and blessing 
that you offered two Sundays ago. 
 
The traveling pilgrims concluded the week by a 
trip to Vulcan, last minute anything that needed 
to be done at the church, writing affirmation 
cards to one another, going out with some of 
the folks from Beloved and sharing breakfast at 
my parent's house.  
 
We will continue to share this trip with you in 
many ways, but for now I would like to share 
some (only a brief look) of the qualities I saw in 

If You Missed the Mission Trip Updates on the Listserv... 

July 15  
 
Greetings all!  
 
We are tired, but in a good way. The folks at 
Beloved Community Church have treated us 
like "Beloved Pilgrims."  We are staying in 
homes, they are supplying most of our meals, 
and providing a loving faith community.  
 
This evening we will assist them with an Ice 
Cream Social for their neighborhood.  They 
have a diverse neighborhood and many are im-
poverished.   Please pray for us al as we invite 
those in need to find a church home. 
 
Our pilgrims have painted, cleaned, provided 
neighborhood outreach, and shared a common 
journey and mutual ministry with folks are have 
a similar church mission - inclusion and wel-
come for all. 
 
Before we arrived in Birmingham we celebrated 
Marion's 85th birthday with cake and song out-
side of Charlotte, visited the King Center and 
then walked the civil rights trail in Selma. We 
watched Paul Earl, 17 yr. old son of Ingrid 
Ambrose, stand in awe as he stood behind the 
pulpit where Dr. King preached at Brown 
Chapel. 

 
Our conversa-
tions have 
been rich and 
meaningful. 
As we arrived 
in Birming-
ham, we at-
tended 16th 
St. Baptist 
Church and 
toured the 
Civil Rights 
Institute. Af-
terwards we 

walked across the street to Ingram Park which 
is a horrible site in Birmingham history. Today 
this beautiful well kept park houses sculptures 

Continued on page 6 
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Pilgrim Mountain  
Getaway  

 

 

Every year in October Pilgrims journey to Black 
Mountain for community building, fun and re-
laxation.  Last year about 30 headed to Christ-
mount Retreat Center.  The weekend flow is to 
gather on Friday and map out a plan as it un-
folds.  Some make it up early and have dinner 
together.  Others come in late and join the 
group by the fire.  On Saturday, everyone joins 
together for breakfast and then go various 
ways!  Some individuals sit in rocking chairs, 
read, write, pray, paint or sing.  Others nap!  
There is something for everyone.  The day is 
flexible and Saturday folks gather back together 
for a meal, storytelling, songs, snacks, and 
celebration.  On Sunday morning after break-
fast, a communion service is offered and then 
Pilgrims make their way back home.  Interested 
in joining next yearôs getaway?  Mark your cal-
endars for the last week of October! 

our travelers . . . 
 

First the group embraced my struggling 16-year 
old cousin who joined us. They loved and nur-
tured him and gave him a break form his family 
circumstances. He and Paul were excellent 
workers (sharing the hard labor) and were will-
ing to assist whenever needed. Our other two 
youth, Cierra and Zadia, expressed their gifts 
through the artwork that surrounded the build-
ing for the neighborhood outreach.  Susan lis-
tened with care as she documented the trip.  
Claudia and Milton split the week (one left early 
in week and one arrived midweek) and shared 
their gifts of artistic painting and senses of hu-
mor.  Alice and Lindsey worked non-stop and 
offered both fun and focus to our projects.  
Sheelagh's compassion came through as she 
nursed many back to health with both her first 
aid kit and gift of massage.  Elzie made multiple 
road trips! He also used he keen ability to see 
what could be as he developed a landscaping 
plan.  Carolyn worked hard in between many 
manual labor tasks to include Durham Pilgrims 
in our trip by writing more postcards than we 
could count.  Carla gracefully welcomed 
neighborhood children to the church and helped 
keep things running smoothly.  Marion, not only 
turned 85, but kept us laughing. We did not only 
receive her gift of humor, but memory of pain as 
she experienced the civil rights journey. We are 
all grateful to Marion and Carolyn who helped 
provide context and more awareness to what 
those awful and unjust days held. 
 

Our trip has concluded, but not really. The jour-
ney continues for us all. 
 

Peace, Ginger   

ñUpdateò continued from page 5 Thank You from Rev. Angie Wright 

pastor of 

Beloved Community UCC 

in Birmingham, AL 
 
Dear Traveling Pilgrims, and all Pilgrims who 
supported their time with us, 
 

We are still speechless at the many, many gifts 
you bestowed on us several weeks ago, not 
least of which were the deep bonds we formed.  
What an incredible group of people!  Everything 
looks beautiful!  Weôre going to plant sunflowers 
and we have someone to keep our plants alive!  
Your efforts are noticed every day and will not 
be in vain! 
 

Many blessings and love, 
 

Angie 
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Come help spiff-up Pilgrim's nursery (and a couple of other places) this Saturday August 15th from 9
-11.  The Board of Christian Education is working to make the nursery wonderful and welcoming for 
all the new babies and preparing for the new Sunday School year.  We welcome help from anyone 
and everyone in the congregation!  Contact Betsy Ferney (betsybpi@yahoo.com, 493-0168) if you 
would like to help but cannot come Saturday.  

Nursery Workday Saturday! 

mailto:betsybpi@yahoo.com
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One compassionate word, action, or thought 

can reduce another personôs suffering and 

bring him joy. One word can give comfort 

and confidence, destroy doubt, help some-

one avoid a mistake, reconcile a conflict, or 

open the door to liberation. One action can 

save a personôs life or help him take advan-

tage of a rare opportunity. One thought can 

do the same, because thoughts always lead 

to words and actions. With compassion in 

our heart, every thought, word, and deed 

can bring about a miracle. 

 

ïThich Nhat Hanh, from Teachings on Love 

Church Organization Correction 
 
There was a glaring error in the organizational 
chart published in the July Pilgrimsô Progress.  
The members of the Fellowship Committee 
were mostly left out.  A few people who kindly 
volunteer to help out in times of need were 
listed, but not those who are regular members.  
Letôs straighten that out today!  Here are the 
members of your Fellowship Committee!  Those 
bolded  are the co-chairs. 
 
Ingrid Ambrose  Nancy Chew 
Sandra Cook   Ann Davis 
Carolyn Epps   Joline Ezzell 
Claudia Fulshaw  Maggie Fulshaw 
Melinda Killenberg   Elzie Laube 
Millie Myers   Theresa Newman 
Marion Stanley  Suzanne Tyler 
Karen Webbink  
 
Also, Millie Myers was left off the Music Com-
mittee!  Egads!  What an oversight!  Donôt want 
to overlook this staunch member of the choir, 
now do we? 
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As you may know, school starts in a little more than a month!  Here at Interfaith Hospitality Network 

we want to get our students off on the right foot by making sure they have the necessary supplies for 

the school year.  To this end, we are hopeful that your congregation will participate in our school sup-

ply drive.  It has been a great success in the past, and we, in addition to our families, are so grateful 

for your continued support.  

  

Attached is a list of items, which if received, will help contribute to the success of the DIHNôs school 

supply drive.  Any donation from Pilgrim UCC, regardless of its size, is not a hand out, but rather a 

much needed hand-up.  It is an investment in the future of our great city and those in need. 

  

Please email Karen Bradsher at karenbradsher@hotmail.com if you can help with a donation of sup-

plies or money.  The requested items will be delivered by Friday, August 14, to insure distribution 

before the beginning of the school year.   As always, thank you for your invaluable work. 

  

Items are listed in general order of importance 

 1.                  Book Bags - assorted styles appropriate for elementary, middle, and high school 

2.                  3  inch binders (3 ring) 

3.                  1 inch binders (3 ring) 

4.                  Spiral notebooks, single subject, with perforations so pages can be removed without    

  having the jagged edge 

5.                  Subject dividers for binders 

6.                  Pencil bags (clear, zippered bags that can be clipped into the rings of a binder) 

7.                  Erasers (that fit onto a pencil) 

8.                  Childrenôs scissors 

9.                  Pencil sharpeners 

10.              Protractors 

11.              Compasses 

12.              Kleenex: 

13.              Hand Sanitizer 

Interfaith Hospitality Network and Our Students 

mailto:karenbradsher@hotmail.com
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In her stirring sermon on Sunday, August 9, 
Betty Morton alluded to a resolution passed at 
the UCC General Synod this summer that em-
bodies a faith-based vision of health care re-
form for our country.  That resolution is printed 
below for all to read and respond to. 
 
On June 26, 2009, the Twenty-Seventh UCC 
General Synod passed a resolution calling for 
advocacy in support for Health Care For All, as 
in H. R. 676.  
 
H. R. 676 (Improved and Expanded Medicare 
for All) is a bill introduced by Congressman 
John Conyers of Michigan to create a single-
payer, publicly financed, privately delivered uni-
versal health care system.  Its goal is to cover 
all Americans without charging co-pays or de-
ductibles and guarantees access to the highest 
quality and most affordable health care services 
regardless of employment, ability to pay or pre-
existing health conditions.  
 
While the United Church of Christ is now on 
record as in support of this plan, and while we 
believe that H. R. 676 is the plan that best em-
braces the moral and justice imperatives to 
transform our broken health care system, we 
recognize that lawmakers are considering other 

plans for implementation.  Therefore, the United 
Church of Christ will affirm its support for the 
inclusion of a robust public health option that 
includes the following principles: 1) Universal ï 
it covers all persons; 2) Is affordable for all; 3) 
provides comprehensive benefits; 4) offers a 
choice of physicians and other health providers; 
5) eliminates racial, ethnic and all other dispari-
ties for health care; and 6) waives pre-existing 
health conditions and does not further impose 
financial barriers to health care.  
 
The United Church of Christ goes on record 
now in advocating for and supporting legislation 
to be passed by the fall of 2009 by the 111th 
Congress and its signing by the President of the 
United States which meets the above princi-
ples.  
 
The President and Congress need to hear from 
you today!  Please call your lawmaker today 
and express the urgency that we need a strong 
public health option that includes the principles 
listed above.  Call Toll Free TODAY!  1-8888-
797-8717.  http://www.ucc.org/justice/health/  
 
Tom Harris, Chair 
Board of Christian Service 
 

Dear Pilgrims,  
 
We joyfully welcome Baby Mia in our midst and 
of course support Rev. Carla as she is on pa-
rental leave. In order to keep our Christian Edu-
cation Ministry running smoothly, Carla is divid-
ing her leave time. Our policy indicates four 
weeks of leave accompanied by accrued sick 
time. Please mark the dates below as Carla's 
time away -- July 22 - Aug. 18 and October 7 - 
Nov. 18. By the time Carla returns from Advent, 
she and Lindsey will have not only welcomed 
Mia, but voiced their wedding vows! Please 
pray for Carla and Lindsey as their life shifts 
and their family grows. 
 
Peace, Ginger  

Helping the Hungry 
 

The Board of Christian Service will again be 
responsible for taking canned goods and non-
perishables to the Food Bank on Gilbert Street.  
In the past, Pilgrims have been asked to bring 
canned food on 1st Sundays, which is probably 
the best time to resume this practice.  Patricia 
Gibson, BOCS member, will be responsible for 
collecting the donations and taking them to the 
Food Bank. 

UCC PASSES RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT 

UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE REFORM AS IN H. R. 676! 

http://www.ucc.org/justice/health/


Church Office Hours 
 Mon.ðThru  8:00 AM to 2:00 PM  

3011 Academy Road 

Durham, NC 27707 
Worship Service - 10:30 am 

Office and Staff Information: 
 

Telephone:   (919) 489-1381 
E-mail:   pilgrimucc@verizon.net 
Web:   www.pilgrimucc-durham.org 
 
 
 

Mr. Marty Powell staffs the Pilgrim office.  He 
can be contacted at the Pilgrim office phone 
and email. 
 

Mr. James Keith, our music director, is at Pil-
grim on Sundays.  He also comes in on 
Wednesday evenings except for summer when 
the choir is off.  He can be contacted at james-
madconductor@yahoo.com 
 

Mr. Neal Sharpe is Pilgrimôs organist. 
 

The Rev. Carla P. Gregg, Minister of Christian 
Education, is in the office  Sunday mornings, 
and Tuesday - Thursdays from 9 - 2 pm.  You 
can reach Carla at the office or carlap-
gregg@gmail.com 
 

The Rev. Dr. Ginger Brasher -Cunningham , 
our Senior Pastors has a schedule of being in 
the office and out for visitation, meetings, etc.  
Sunday - Thursday her schedule is flexible, of-
ten meeting with people in the evenings.  She 
can be reached at the office or at  
Gigibc@aol.com.  For pastoral emergencies  
in late hours or Friday or Saturday please call 
919-286-3968. 
 

In-care students Ms. Betty Morton 
(bmorton7@nc.rr.com) and Dr. Samara Joy 
Nielsen  (samarajoy@yahoo.com) are seeking 
ordination in the UCC.   
 

 

Ms. Tanya Best  (tanya.best@ncmail.net), min-
istry intern, will assist with worship and church 
life at Pilgrim 2-3 Sundays each month while 
she continues ministering at her home church, 
Mt. Calvary. 
 

All staff have mailboxes in the office (Martyôs is 
his desk!) or can be reached at 919-489-1381. 
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   1 Will Heath 
2 Donna Braudaway 
4 Glen Frybarger, Jr. 
8 Ayla Fish 
11 Bill Perkins 
13 John Blackburn 
 Margaret Harris 
 Claudia Fulshaw  
15 Susan Barco 
16 Michaela Cragg 
 Molly Merrill 
26 Katherine Calhoun 
 Ryan Magee 
 Luke James  
29 Jim Crooks 

Pilgrim Birthdays 

In September 


