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Unifying Mission and Ministry
by Rev. J. Michelle Mathis

Unity is a concept that is very often over-
shadowed by prejudice, fear and gross
misunderstandings of what is acceptable
and unacceptable. These overshadowing
conflicts unfortunately spill over into the
church world inadvertently leaving disillu-
sion in the heart of the believer. When
reflecting upon all of the good intentions |
saw in church to bring about the sem-
blance of unity while also witnessing overt
sectarian attitudes due to one bias or an-
other, | purposely began a quest to find a
Christian institution that truly exemplified
the spirit of unity among its members and
even possibly beyond. In that quest |
happened upon the United Church of
Christ, who'd I'd noted in their history was
founded on the concept of unification.
The combined forces of the Evangelical
and Reformed Church, and the Congre-
gational Christian Churches set out to
prove that concern should be placed on
what unites Christians rather than with
what divides them. This premise afforded
them the ability to develop a union which
maintained a mutual covenant with Christ
while embracing diversity and freedom.

This type of environment was certainly
what | expected when relocating to North
Carolina from Texas and transitioning
from my Independent Baptist domain to
that of UCC. So you can imagine my dis-
appointment and surprise to find that 25

congregations within UCC's Southern
Conference had left because of the Gen-
eral Synod's vote to affirm same-gender
marriage equality in July 2005.

According to the UCC's own history its
core mission has been to "work for black
and other minority justice rights, for the
elevation of women to equal regard and
opportunity with men in society, for just
treatment and consideration of all persons
regardless of their sexual preference, for
a more humane criminal justice system,
and for the enablement of people with
handicaps to lead a full life." Whether all
members of UCC adopt and believe in
this mission or not, it is the one that is
most prevalent to my heart. It is for this
reason that my spouse and | have em-
barked upon establishing Agape For All
Ministries, Inc. We are led to do this in
order to create another choice of worship
which offers a traditional Afro-centric style
of worship while maintaining a firm theol-
ogy of liberation and inclusion.

We are convinced that the redemptive
Love of Jesus Christ is not limited to a few
- those who seemingly follow the religious
etiquette of the day. But rather this love is
powerful enough to reach all people, at
any and all points of their lives transcend-
ing from generation to generation. God's
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Uni fyingé continued f

love IS for ALL!

A famous historical UCC member once said,
it he ecumenical
to restore their oneness in Christ by union. A
divided church is unlikely to convince the
worl d. o I am so gratef
example of this type of oneness. | endeavor to
do likewise in mission and ministry.

(Michelle Mathis and her partner Marvetta Walker
have been attending Pilgrim regularly and will soon
become members and seek transfer of ordination -
privilege of call - to the UCC.)

will be Thursday, July 9 at 7 pm at Copa Vida
on Erwin Road. Please let Pastor Carla know if
you plan to attend. 489-1381 or carlap-

gregg@gmail.com

Mark your cal

now for a celebration of 10 years as an Open-
ing and Affirming Congregation on Saturday
October 3rd from 10-noon and Sunday October
4th during worship. We will keep you posted
about special guests and activities as they are
confirmed but please begin praying about how
you might contribute. Everyone will have a
part!
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1 om pDycham Bulls Outing!

It 6s ti me

annual pilgrimage to
see our hometown Dur-
ham BaIS! | The dafied
is Friday, August 21,
7:00 p.m. and the tick-
els  dre® $8700 | ech.
There will be the usual
Friday night fireworks!

@

We have 50 seats reserved, and | still have 15
left. Call me at 489-5813 or email me
(newman@law.duke.edu) if you want one of
the few remaining tickets.

~ Theresa Newman - Bull Wrangler!
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All rising 6th grade though high
school youth are invited to join
Pastors Ginger and Carla at the
Mellow Mushroom at 5pm for din-
ner on Aug. 21 before the Bulls
game. Mark your calendars now to
gear back up for youth group!

O&A Happenings

There will be no O&A meeting on July 14th for
"Reconciling Journeys", we will resume again in
August on the 10th after the summer is over.

On Tyesday, July<28th, at 6:30 pm the Open
ealﬂi ,ﬂfiéﬂ% (%]&Q) group will have a Pot Luck
social in the church fellowship hall. Everyone is
welcome so please join us. If you are unable to
bring a dish or are coming straight from work

please come anyway, there will be plenty for all.
For information call Traci Baker at 971-6792.


mailto:newman@law.duke.edu

An Offering of Thanks

Below are a sampling of the thanksgivings peo-
ple wrote and placed in the offering on May 31.

1 For Paul Darsie in South Africa

1 | feel good about seeing and hearing
James!

1 Rob and Emma McNair

1 | give thanks for this joyful uplifting service
today. It was fun to sing and praise the
Lord in such a joyful way.

1 Being alive and well

1 Joy for life and good heart living. Thank

you!
1 Thanks for the fabulous young women in
my life i my daughters, my nieces, and now
my first great niece.
The support of church and family.
Vacation!
Show love and respect for each other.
A smile in the AM.
| am joyful that | found Pilgrim, where we
are always pushing boundaries.
Life partner, husband and wife.
The gift and excitement of new life.
| feel joy about my children!!
Friends which are like family and support
each other.
1 | am thankful for the spirit and love that this
church has offered to me my whole life.
Joy for Ginger and Carla
Lacrosse and family.
that order!)
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50 + Goings On

Tentative plans to keep in mind for upcoming
activities are:

Sunday Sept. 60 North Carolina Symphonyd
free APops in the
Saturday, Oct. 38 Trip to Blowing Rock

There will be more about these events plus two
more events to be determined later in future
newsletters.

~Millie Myers

Par ko

Mark Your Calendars

October 2306 25 is the churchwide retreat at
Christmount in Black Mountain. Come have a

great time with Pilgrims of all ages singing, hik-
ing, reading, thinking, and, if you like, learning
about Rahab / Ruth and Job / Jonah with Pas-
tors Ginger and Carla from 10-12 on Saturday.

U,

Teachers
Needed ¥¥

Be a part of teaching, sharing,
nurturing,
Childrenods

The Board of Christian Education is looking for
adults who want to spend a few weeks during
the year passing on their faith, learning stories,
and spending time with children. Many of our
teachers had such a great experience last year
that they are returning! Still, we do need more
volunteers to better cover our 3 classes and
ensyre, that teachers will not miss more than 8
Sundays of worship during the year. Teams will
be 3yr.-K, Grades 1 & 2, Grades 3-5 and class
is held following the
day during the academic year.

Please contact Pastor Carla if you are able to
be a part of this ministry. Thank you!
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A Letter From the
Southern Conference

Greetings:

The Southern Conference Board of Directors is in the process of determining the best program and
staff structure for maximum efficiency to meet the needs of pastors and congregations. To begin this
process a special task force was formed by vote of the Southern Conference Board of Directors at its
March 16th, 2009 meeting to gather data from congregations and pastors which reflect congrega-
tions and pastorso6 concerns and needs. Once
come the basis for decisions concerning the future conference programs and functions.

In order to begin the data gathering we ask your assistance and would appreciate you answering the
following questions:

What support does your congregation need for ministry?
How can the Southern Conference best meet the needs of Churches?
What can we do to strengthen corporate trust and Christian Unity?

These questions will be asked of all congregations and pastors in the Southern Conference and, al-
though general in nature, are intended to get at the heart of the issues which may affect your ability
to carry out your ministry and mission. Your mission and ministry needs will become the basis for
the boardds decisions.

Pilgrims:
Please email your responses to
pilgrimucc@yverizon.net

Thank you!

Texas Roadhouse Church Offers

Texas Roadhouse is striving to get more involved with our community and give more
back. One way they are doing this is to offer some special things for their church
neighbors. Effective immediately, they will be offering 10% off your food purchase on
Sundays when you bring in your church bulletin. Also, on Sundays only, you can enter
for a chance to win dinner for your Pastor! Below is a list of other services they have
available:

Hot bread and honey -cinnamon butter for:

Sunday school, small groups, staff meetings, youth events, church luncheons / dinners,
etc.

FREE!

Texas Roadhouse
1809 North Pointe Drive
Durham, NC
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Reflections from Synod

Pastors Ginger and Carla

First and foremost, Grand Rapids, MI. is a
beautiful city. The river provides a picturesque
quality in a city filled with kind and helpful indi-
viduals. The service folk were grateful that the
UCC gathered on their riverside to offer finan-
cial assistance to the economically dampened
community and we were grateful to be wel-
comed so warmly.

The conversation between clergy and lay peo-
ple, area ministers and pastors, delegates and
visitors was rich, meaningful, and enlightening.

On what wa s dubbed i
workshops, lectures, and Bible studies were
held on numerous topics. We heard Barbara
Brown Taylor speak on
in an Age of Twittero
on fACrazy Faith. o On

vided numerous opportunities for Sacred Con-
versations on Race such as Race and Gender,
Race and Economics, Race and LBGT, Race
and Education, and Race and the UCC, to
name but a fewd each with excellent speakers.
Worship each day was quite an experience!
Drama, dance, and drumming all around a cen-
tral baptismal pool and waterfall; preaching by
Otis Moss, lll that had us out of our seats and
clapping; songs on large screens, dancing in
wheelchairs and a variety of voices and faces.

On Monday, Gener al
ness. o We-bys ® iGdnera Miaister
and President John Thomas and elected the
Rev. Geoffery Black to be our new leader. In
addition the Rev. M. Linda Jaramillo was re-
elected as Executive Minister of Justice and
Witness Ministries and the Rev. Stephen L.
Sterner was chosen as Executive Minister of
Local Church Ministries. All will serve four-year
terms beginning Oct. 1, 2009.

Besides electing officers, the 800+ delegates

also voted on about 20 resolutions which tell

the national church the direction we desire them

to work toward and speak to local churches,

conferences and associations, about significant

issues.

The resolutions included:

1 Constitution and By-law changesd the lan-
guage of-inftatredents

Ri

a W@ COW]QH tQat caryy out
stignplgchureh betwgen Gepgral Sypods, |

n-ow

inndi scernmento and al
dination was reaffirmed.

1 Being a Global Missions Church i reaffirm-
ing our commitment to partnering with other
churches around the world to offer our
Acritical presenceod

1 Study the UCC involvement in the Eugenics
Movement and make apologies where ap-
propriate

1 Call for the Support of H.R. 676 i Single
Payer National Health Care Reform to Ad-
vance Health Equity for All and to Eliminate
Health Disparities.

1 Economic Justice Covenant brought by our
own Southern Conference
ver City Saturdayo

The most debated topic was surrounding the

resolution for a Unified Governance. The UCC

A GUestly Rag ¢ minisgry boagds and an exepys
theryoB< |of the gﬁtl

proposal created one goverhance board, C|t|ng
financial concerns, strategic planning ability,
and nimbleness of one board as reasons. How-
ever, some were concerned over the decreased
amount of representation and the process used
to create the proposal. Racism and the consoli-
dation of power were their concerns. Each
delegate had the opportunity to attend hearings
on the resolution and listen to the debate on the
floor. After careful consideration, the body
overwhelmingly voted to move forward to a one
board structure and recognized we must con-

Sy n o @nuditg catefullgl Steha to isSuestolirack, eth-

nicity and representation.

For more information on all the resolutions and
all that happened at General Synod 27 you can
go to www.ucc.org/synod. Maybe some of you
will join us in Tampa in 2011!

imember

terna
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Pilgrim UCC Congregation

Church Council

Barbara Merrill, Moderator

Carla Gregg, Minister of Christian Education
B. Shaw & M. Webbink, Deacons

Joline Ezzell, Treasurer

Millie Myers, Auxiliary

Scott Thomas, at-large

Ginger Brasher-Cunningham, Sr. Minister
Tom Harris, Board of Christian Service
Mike Cragg, Trustees

Traci Baker, Secretary

Wynolia Apple, at-large

Heather Lane, Board of Christian Education

BOARDS
(bold indicates Chair / Co-chair)

Trustees Christian Ed. Deacons Christian Service
Wynolia Apple Paige Cragg Ingrid Ambrose John Blackburn
Bill Boone Jim Crooks M. Brasher-Cunningham Karen Bradsher
Ca.thy Brennan Melanie Dunshee Charles Clotfelter Tricia Gibson
Mike Cragg Betsy Ferney Sandy Cook Tom Harris
Chuck Darsie Julie Frybarger Robin Franklin Kristen Herzog
Glen Erybarger Heather Lane Tynette Hills Sinead Hogan
Claudia Fulshaw Gloria Sanchez-Lane | [Elzie Laube Irene Laube
Tqm Heath . Millie Myers Jennifer Marhoul
Leigh McNair Bob Shaw
Mark Webbink
Committees - Church Council
Historian/History & Nominating Comm Pastor-Parish Asst. Treasurers
Archive Committee Wynolia Apple Relations Comm. Carolyn Epps
Traci Baker Paige Cragg - Charlie Clotfelter Meghan Drummond
Joline Ezzell Robin Franklin Chuck Darsie
Dot Harward Shannon Gluttlng Glen Frybarger
Heather Lane Efl?e }Ifzrrllai Karen Webbink
z u
Irene Laube Millie Mvers ENCA Rep.
Dottie Osborne Y
Marion Stanley John Pradka Budget Comm. Dan Barco
Treasurer
Restd tbd




Committees - Board of Trustees
Daycare Liaison Buildings and Grounds Columbarium Stewardship
Wiynolia Apple Glen Frybarger Mike Cragg Chuck Darsie
Walt Langston
Committees - Board of Deacons
Worship
Fellowship Flower and Decorating | | Music Mil.ton Bra;her T Cunn.
Elzie Laubie
Glen Frybarger Shelley Beason Dan Barco Suzanne Tyler
Jim Hogge Ag Langston Glen Frybarger
Marilyn Hogge Carolyn Parker James Keith, ex-officio -
Melinda Killenberg Nancy Perkins Elzie Laube Membership
Bob Shaw Barbara Shaw Ruth Lewis Lindsey Kearns
Karen Webbink Karen Webbink Donna May

Barbara Shaw
Scott Thomas

Visitation

Nancy Ruth Best
Bob Shaw

Committees - Board of Christian Education

Library Committee

Claudia Fulshaw
Gloria Sanchez-Lane

Sunday Sch. Teachers

Many members

Committees - Board of Christian Service

Reconciliation and
Re-entry team

Nancy Ruth Best

Joline Ezzell
Cynthia Morris
Bill Murray
Millie Myers
Theresa Newman

Ginger Brasher-Cunningham

Exchange - Anne Aitchison, Kristin Herzog, Tom Harris
Bilingual - Kristin Herzog

Community Kitchen - Melanie Dunshee
Kroger Tapes, CROP, Habitat - Lindsey Kearns
Interfaith Hospitality Network - Karen Bradsher
Spring Fundraiser - Jennifer Marhoul
Share Your Christmas - Marion Stanley
Alternative Christmas Market - Sinead Hogan, Karen Bradsher
Penny Sunday - Millie Myers
Adopt-A-Highway - Irene Laube




Pilgrim United Church of Christ

3011Academy Road
Durham, NC 27707
T Worship Service -

Church Office Hours

Mon.d Thru 8:00 AM to 2:00 P

Office and Staff Information:

Telephone: (919) 489-1381
E-mail: pilgrimucc@verizon.net
Web: www.pilgrimucc-durham.org

Mr. Marty Powell staffs the Pilgrim office. He
can be contacted at the Pilgrim office phone
and email.

Mr. James Keith, our music director, is at Pil-
grim on Sundays. He also comes in on
Wednesday evenings except for summer when
the choir is off. He can be contacted at james-
madconductor@yahoo.com

Mr.Neal Sharpe i s Pi Il gri més o

The Rev. Carla P. Gregg, Minister of Christian
Education, is in the office Sunday mornings,
and Tuesday - Thursdays from 9 - 2 pm. You
can reach Carla at the office or carlap-
gregg@gmail.com

The Rev. Dr. Ginger Brasher -Cunningham ,
our Senior Pastors has a schedule of being in
the office and out for visitation, meetings, etc.
Sunday - Thursday her schedule is flexible, of-
ten meeting with people in the evenings. She
can be reached at the office or at
Gigibc@aol.com. For pastoral emergencies
in late hours or Friday or Saturday please call
919-286-3968.

In-care  students Ms. Betty Morton
(bmorton7@nc.rr.com) and Dr. Samara Joy
Nielsen (samarajoy@yahoo.com) are seeking
ordination in the UCC.

Ms. Tanya Best (tanya.best@ncmail.net), min-
istry intern, will assist with worship and church
life at Pilgrim 2-3 Sundays each month while
she continues ministering at her home church,
Mt. Calvary.

Allstaff have mail boxes in
his desk!) or can be reached at 919-489-1381.

10:30 am
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Pilgrim Birthdays
In August!
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10
11
12
13
14
16
17
20
21
22

25

26

29
e (3]|\/Ia r

Matt Webbink
Suzanne Tyler
Kellen Peter
Alice Myers
Kristy Crooks
Carla Gregg
Dottie Osborn
Jennifer Peter
Martha Fairbank
Elena Thomas
Sally Austin
Maggie Fulshaw
Tricia Gibson
Madeleine James
Matthew Hamilton
Sally Malek
Charlie Clotfelter
Shelby Cragg
Cierra Earl
Marty Powell
Shaina Mitchell
Jennifer Marhoul
Mark Webbink
Glen Frybarger
Maddox Louise Dolbow
Peter Ratcliffe
Jonathan Fish
Migi%l\éyer% s

Polly Harris




