
 People who are homebound and in nursing 
homes.   

 Spanish-speakers who come to Bi-Lingual 
Exchange.   

 Attendees at Gay Pride.   
 The world through communal and contem-

plative prayer.   
 The lambs, lions, and leopards in Sunday 

school.   
 Those grieving.   
 The families we share food and time with at 

IHN. 
 
Perhaps you have others that you would add.  
I’m sure the list could go on but what I already 
have a glimpse of is a community that is putting 
forth its best effort at sharing God’s love with 
one another and the wider world.  And not just 
with certain age groups or types of people but 
with people from every walk of life.  Sometimes 
I am amazed at the breadth and depth with 
which Pilgrim loves.  I certainly experienced it 
with Mia’s entry into our family and continue to 
experience it each week as Barbara shares 
songs with Mia in music or volunteers care for 
her in the nursery or the parenting group re-
joices in her milestones.   I’m not saying Pilgrim 
is perfect.  We have our problems, our hang-
ups, and our issues.  Some among us may feel 
unloved and unappreciated and need our atten-
tion.  What I am saying is that I see a congrega-
tion who is trying to love honestly with both 
words and actions.  And that’s how we know 
who we are, that’s how the world knows who 
we are… by our love, by our love.   

I was recently at a workshop that opened with 
the familiar song, ―They will know we are Chris-
tians by our love.‖  Momentarily, I was confused 
and started singing ―WE will know we are Chris-
tians by our love, by our love, yes WE’ll know 
we are Christians by our love.‖ If you know any-
thing about my singing, you know mistakes are 
common!  Yet, the more I’ve reflected on my 
mistake, the more I’ve thought I may be on to 
something.  Perhaps the way we love tells US 
something about OURSELVES as much as it 
tells the larger world.  We come to know who 
WE are by who and how we love.  The way we 
practice love is how we create our identity; not 
just as a witness for others, but for ourselves 
too.  Then what does the way Pilgrim shares 
love tell us about ourselves?  I can only speak 
out of the love I’ve given and received and seen 
shared, but here is a piece of what I know. 
 

We will know we are Christians  
by our love shared with…. 

 
 Hamilton and other recently released pris-

oners as they seek to create a new life for 
themselves. 

 The youth we support in their missions. 
 All the parents of newborns that we feed 

(and feed and feed.)  
 The children that we welcome with joy and 

applause.   
 One another in small groups and retreats as 

we risk and are vulnerable.   
 The people who eat at the community 

kitchen.   
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Parenting Group update 
 
The parenting group will be gathering for 
the month of June on Wednesdays at 
10am at Pilgrim to study the book, 
"Parenting as a Spiritual Journey: Deep-
ening Ordinary and Extraordinary Events 
into Sacred Occasions" by Rabbi Nancy 
Fuchs-Kreimer.  Childcare is provided.  If 
you would like to be a part of this time, 
please contact Rev. Carla 

Coffee House Raises $370! 
  
The youth appreciate the $370 Pilgrims helped 
them raise at the coffee house on May 
30th.  Forty guests were served yummy food 
and treated to great music from both novices 
and the more experienced.  Special thanks to 
Milton Brasher-Cunningham, Terry Allebaugh, 
Sharon and Phelesia Odima, Traci Baker, 
Betty Curtis, Karen Bradsher, and Leigh Larson 
for being willing to share their musical talents 
with us.  You'll all have another chance to help 
the youth reach their goal of $1200 at the car 
and dog wash on June 26th.  We're over half-
way there and hope to make it all the way by 
the end of June.  If you can't make any of the 
events but would like to contribute please make 
a check out to Pilgrim and write "youth mission 
fund" in the memo.  Many thanks to every one 
for their support!  

UCC Designations 
 
Pilgrim has officially designated itself an ONA 
(Open and Affirming) congregation, this is why 
you see Open and Affirming on some of our 
signage and communication as well as hear it 
along with our name sometimes.  To have a 
designation in the UCC signifies that the con-
gregation undertook some period of study, 
prayer, and action related to the designa-
tion.  Pilgrim was a part of such an ONA proc-
ess over 10 years ago.  There are a number of 
other UCC designations listed below. 
  
A2A: Accessible to All  --accessibility for peo-
ple with disabilities 

Earthwise congregation  --environmental stew-
ardship 

Economic Justice Church  –address poverty 
and its causes 

M&M: Multiracial & Multicultural  --committed 
to being anti-racist and fighting racism 

ONA: Open aNd Affirming  --welcoming les-
bian, gay, bi-sexual, and transgender people 

Global Mission Congregation  --engaging 
God’s mission beyond national boundaries 

Just Peace - works for peace in all areas of life 

  
Any church could be all of these if there is inter-
est and commitment on the part of the congre-
gation.  Where else do you feel God calling Pil-
grim?   

From the treasurer: 
 

I will be in Maine until the week of Labor Day.  
Not to fear - (or maybe you should) - I have the 
checkbook, and Marty will send me bills and 
requests for reimbursements 
on a regular basis.  If you 
need to contact me about 
anything, my e-mail is 
jre19@earthlink.net, and 
phone is 919-215-9904. 
 
Joline 

Special Offering on Sunday! 
 
We will have a special offering for Church World Ser-
vice’s Blanket’s + program (formerly Tools and Blan-
kets.)  CWS is helping to sustain and rebuild lives 
and create livelihoods here in the United States and 
across the globe. 
 
Look in this Sunday’s bulletin for a more in-depth pic-
ture of how CWS uses our donations to help those 
most in need.  Please note Blankets on your check’s 
memo line or offering envelope. 

mailto:jre19@earthlink.net
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òWorking at the Car Washó 
 

Saturday, June 26th from 9ñ11:30am.  Oh wait!  And dogs too! 

Bring your cars and happy dogs to Pilgrim 

for a òbuff ôn fluffó 

and let our youth know that you support them 

as they head to the mountains  

to help others on the Youth Mission Trip 

July 11- 17th 

Suggested donation is $10 

Office Staff Summer Schedule 
 
Rev. Ginger - currently leading a youth camp in 
Texas.  She will be joining six of our youth at a 
UCC work camp July 11 through the 17th, then 
the following week, July 21, begin her vacation, 
returning August 4. 
 
Rev. Carla will also be joining Rev. Ginger and 
our youth at the UCC work camp.  She will take 
a few days of vacation August 25 - 28. 
 
Marty will be on vacation the week of June 21. 

Letôs Go Swimming! 
 
The Exchange is planning a 
day for youth at Emerald 
Pointe, the water park in 
Greensboro on July 24th.  
Youth are invited to plan on 
coming and meeting UCC 
youth from other Durham 
churches and having a great time together!  
Look for more details to come and contact Ami 
Nagle, Deborah Pasteur, or Anne Aitchison for 
information. 

ñWe Are Familyò 

Vacation Bible School 

August 6-8 
 
Mark your calendars now to join us for a week-
end of Vacation Bible School on the evening of 
August 6th and the mornings of August 7th and 
8th.  The VBS will be for ages 3 and up and 
children will be divided by ages as our Sunday 
School classes are now.  Our theme is ―We Are 
Family‖ and we will need lots of Pilgrim ―family‖ 
members to help make it happen!  Opportuni-
ties to help include drama, art, music, food, sto-
rytelling, and activities. 
 
Look for registration and more details to come 
and start thinking about who you can invite! 

Need to loosen up those 
muscles and get a little ex-
ercise?  Join Traci Baker 
and other Pilgrims for Liner-
cize! next Saturday the 19th 
from 10:30—noon in the 
Fellowship Hall for some 
moving / dancing and fun! 



4 

Pilgrim Treasures will appear occasionally in 
our newsletter.  It celebrates those who have 
been members of Pilgrim a long time and who 
have helped make the church we know today.  
Today we celebrate: 
 
Dot and Jim Harward 
 
Pilgrim is rich in diversity – all sorts of diversity.  
Many pilgrims come from all around the country 
and abroad.  But some of our earliest pilgrims, 
like Dorothy and James Harward, were born 
here in North Carolina.   Dot was born at home 
in Durham County just north of the city.  Jim in 
a Henderson parsonage while his parents were 
visiting there.  When they returned to Durham in 
1925, Jim joined his parents at Main Street 
Christian Church (later Pilgrim) and he has an 
impeccable UCC pedigree through his grand-
mother, Elizabeth O’Kelly, all the way back to 
James O’Kelly. Jim’s father joined our church in 
1900.   Jim’s sister, Betty Sue Safley, wrote a 
detailed history of the O’Kelly family; look in our 
Heritage room for it.  
Betty Sue, many years 
ago, played the organ at 
O’Kelly Chapel. 
 
In their young days, Dur-
ham city limits ended 
about where I-85 is now 
and Dot attended Brag-
town High School, now 
gone.  Jim lived just off 
Chapel Hill Street near 
Duke’s East Campus 
and went to Durham High.  Dot loved school 
and ―hated to graduate‖.  She sang in chorus, 
served on student council and, when not in 
school, worked in department stores and the 
A&P.  She must have been a good student be-
cause she went on to Duke, majored in English 
and Education, and worked in the Dean’s office 
and at Watts Hospital.  Jim drew cartoons for 
the Durham High newspaper and had a news-
paper route – the paper cost 15 cents a week.  
He played sandlot football, basketball, and 
baseball.   
 

Right out of high school, Jim tried to enlist but 
was turned down – underweight.  He worked for 
three months at the Durham post office, gained 
some weight, and was enlisted in 1944.  North 
Carolina was near the front lines:  our ships 
were being sunk by German U-boats off our 
coast.  The US Army needed infantry to take 
back Europe and, after 15 weeks of training, 
Jim was on a transport ship in a convoy head-
ing east to join the 3rd Infantry Division (―Rock 
of the Marne‖).  The trip took 14 days to Le 
Havre where they loaded on boxcars for Ger-
many.  Almost immediately after crossing the 
Rhine River, they were in combat. Wikipedia 
tells us that The 3rd Division suffered more 
combat deaths in World War II than any other 
U.S. division 
 
Jim spent 21 months in Europe in combat and 
in military occupation of Germany (―it was dev-
astated‖).  He guarded Hermann Goering’s 
summer home near Berchtesgaden and found 
Goering’s record collection:  Beethoven, Wag-

ner, and Bing Crosby.  
Later, Jim spent a year 
with occupation forces in 
Hersfeld near Frankfurt 
guarding a German 
POW camp and military 
hospital and helping dis-
placed persons from 
Central Europe who had 
been enslaved by the 
Nazis.  He made some 
German friends (―they 
were glad to see Hitler 

gone‖).  Jim saw some terrible sights – during 
combat and, later, at Dachau - and earned the 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge and Bronze Star. 
 
Jim’s parents became ill while he was overseas 
and he was allowed to go home a month before 
his hitch was up.  The Army flew him in a Doug-
las C-54 Skymaster stopping to refuel in the 
Azores and Newfoundland – a long trip.  Back 
in Durham to take care of his parents, Jim 
headed back to the post office and spent the 

Pilgrim Treasures 

Continued on next page 
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next 32 years working there.  In the Active Army 
Reserves for 26 years, he spent two weeks 
every summer in training camp at Fort Jackson, 
South Carolina. 
 
Jim bought a house on Ruby Street, near 
Northgate Mall, 64 years ago.  He and Dot live 
there still.  When Jim bought that house, to-
bacco was growing where Northgate is now; he 
remembers watching a man plow those fields 
with a mule. 
 
Meanwhile, at Duke, Dot made friends with 
Betty Sue;  they were town girls and lived at 
home. One rainy day Jim gave his sister and 
her friend a ride home and the rest is history.   
Dot and Jim were married at Northgate Presby-
terian Church in 1950.  Dot taught in the Dur-
ham schools until children began arriving, took 
14 years off to raise them, then went back to 
teaching in Durham until she retired.  Dot joined 
Pilgrim when Beth was born. 
 
Pilgrim’s Beth Bowling is their first child.  Like 
her dad and two brothers, Beth went to Durham 
High.  She went on to UNC Greensboro and 
graduated in Education and, for 30 years, 
taught 6

th
 grade in Granville County.  At Beth’s 

graduation from UNC-G, Jim met a professor of 
English who had been his first sergeant in the 
Army 3rd Division.  In Europe, Jim had won-
dered why a Harvard PhD in English was in the 
infantry. Beth also earned a Masters Degree in 
Education from UNC.  Beth married Lewis 
Bowling – well known Physical Education pro-
fessor, author, newspaper columnist, and 
speaker.  Two of his best known books are 
about Wallace Wade and, of course, Duke Bas-
ketball. 
 
All three of the Harward children are musicians. 
Beth played flute in the UNC-G orchestra, is a 
charter member of the Durham Community 
Concert Band, and Pilgrims have often enjoyed 
her playing during our services – started when 
she was in the 8th grade. When the Harward 
family gets together, they have a wind ensem-
ble. 
 
Scott, the middle child, plays trombone. During 

Harwards continued from previous page high school, he traveled to Europe with a youth 
orchestra.  After Durham High Scott went to 
Duke and studied Management Science.  He 
met his wife, Ellen, at Duke.  Later he earned 
an MBA at Stetson University.  Scott spent a 
semester in Vienna with the Duke Wind Sym-
phony.  He is an Eagle Scout and his three 
sons became Eagle Scouts.  Scott and his wife 
live in Georgia.  Their son Kevin, an Appala-
chian graduate, and his wife Lara live in Boone.  
Michael recently graduated from Duke and will 
be married to Laura Beth in September.  Philip 
just completed his freshman year at UGA. 
 
David plays trumpet.  He majored in Psychol-
ogy at Appalachian State University.  Later he 
learned architectural drafting and worked for 
many years for Weyerhaeuser Lumber Com-
pany.  David and his wife Debbie live in Ari-
zona. 
 
Dot and Jim are long, long time season ticket 
holders for Duke football and basketball and 
Dot has been a bridge player with the same 
group of friends for many years.  Dot and Jim 
go together to exercise at the Durham YMCA; 
they like the Y a lot.  Dot and Jim were both 
scoutmasters in Durham; Jim at Pilgrim and Dot 
at Edgemont for Duke YWCA.  Jim and his 
troop camped in the woods where Pilgrim is 
now (―in the hole‖).  Dot had studied botany at 
Duke and passed it on to her scouts. 
 
Dot and Jim sang for years in our choir and 
have ―great memories of Pilgrim’s music‖ in-
cluding a performance of Handel’s Messiah with 
orchestra.  Dot and Clara Godwin were the first 
women to be Pilgrim deacons and Dot taught 
Bill Boone in Sunday School at Main Street.  
Jim has been a deacon and worked on numer-
ous committees; his next birthday in June 
marks 85 years in Pilgrim. 
 
The Harwards and others like them received 
our church from their predecessors, they contin-
ued to build Pilgrim and worked to keep it 
strong, and have passed Pilgrim on to the rest 
of us.  They have showed us how to be good 
stewards.  Dot and Jim are Pilgrim Treasures. 
 
a pilgrim 



Church Office Hours 
 Mon.ðThru  8:00 AM to 2:00 PM  

3011 Academy Road 

Durham, NC 27707 
Worship Service - 10:30 am 

6 

Office and Staff Information: 
 

Telephone:   (919) 489-1381 
E-mail:   pilgrimucc@verizon.net 
Web:   www.pilgrimucc-
durham.org 
 
 

 

Mr. Marty Powell staffs the Pilgrim office.  
He can be contacted at the Pilgrim office 
phone and email. 
 

Mr. James Keith, our music director, is 
currently on sabbatical.  We are pleased to 
have Eden Badgett join us as interim mu-
sic director while James is away.  
 
Mr. Jeremy Harris is Pilgrim’s interim or-
ganist. 
 
 

The Rev. Carla P. Gregg, Minister of 
Christian Education, is in the office Sunday 
mornings, and Tuesday - Thursdays from 9 
- 2 pm.  You can reach Carla at the office or 
carlapgregg@gmail.com 
 

The Rev.  Dr.  Ginger Brasher -
Cunningham , our Senior Pastors has a 
schedule of being in the office and out for 
visitation, meetings, etc.  Sunday - Thurs-
day her schedule is flexible, often meeting 
with people in the evenings.  She can be 
reached a t  the  o f f ice or  at  
Gigibc@aol.com.  For pastoral emergen-
cies  in late hours or Friday or Saturday 
please call 919-286-3968. 
 

In-care students Ms. Nancy Chew 
(NCHEW@ranallc.com) and Mr. Stuart 
Harrell   (stuart.harrell@gmail.com) are 
seeking ordination / commissioning in the 
UCC.   

 

All staff have mailboxes in the office 
(Marty’s is his desk!) or can be reached at 
919-489-1381. 

Pilgrim  

Birthdays 

In July! 

3 Francis Odima 

6 Abigail Fish 

 Lourrae Ewbank 

 Brian Lord 

7 Alan Bradley 

10 Marion Stanley 

15 Phelesia Odima 

17 Mary Ann Peter 

21 Anna Pradka 

22 Betty Morton 

 Brian Buzby 

 Mia Gregg Kearns 

23 Chase Buzby 

 Lyla Buzby 

24 Karen Bradsher 

25 Micah Marhoul 

26 Marilyn Hogge 

 Mike Cragg 

27 Eric Baker 

28 Zadia Earl 

31 Donna May 


