
Psalm 23 if we understand the role of 
a shepherd in the ancient middle 
east.   But the distance in time and 
space between us and the Old Testa-
ment authors inevitably leaves a cer-
tain amount of mystery.  There are 
parts of the Bible we will never un-
derstand.  For that matter, there are 
things about God we will never un-
derstand.  Parts will remain obscure 
and frustrating.  We fool ourselves if 
we ever think we have it all figured 

out.  That is not to say that 
we should not continue to 
study and question and 
come to new realizations.  
Only to say, that we will 
never be finished.   
 

We can never hope for im-
mersion in ancient Hebrew 
society but we can sink our-
selves into their stories, his-

tory, and wisdom with the knowledge 
that they have pointed people to God 
for thousands of years.  We can be 
open to a radically different world 
view that disrupts our perceptions.  
We can look to this strange and for-
eign book to crack the door on mys-
tery.  As our Pilgrim ancestor John 
Robinson said in 1620, “The Lord 
hath yet more truth and light to break 
forth from His holy word.”   

A few weeks ago I showed the children 
the Hebrew word that we most often 
translate as peace.  We pronounce the 
Hebrew word, shalom, and in Hebrew it 
looks like  לוֹם שָׁ  and is read from right to 

left.  Though I learned Biblical Hebrew 
in Divinity school my skills are quite 
rusty!  Still, I find it helpful to look at Old 
Testament texts in the language they 
were written.  It reminds me that Moses 
and the prophets did not speak “King 
James English” and the ideas, teach-
ings, and stories, come out of a 
culture and place that are radi-
cally different from mine.     
 

If you have every tried to learn 
another language you know it 
is impossible to be fluent if you 
do not know the culture, land-
scape, and people who speak 
the language.  Immersion is 
required if you wish to thor-
oughly understand.  Though immersion 
is no longer possible in an ancient soci-
ety, there are hundreds of Biblical schol-
ars who have devoted themselves to 
understanding ancient Hebrew culture 
and language.  This type of study of the 
Bible is called historical-critical.  For ex-
ample, it helps us to understand the 
story of creation if we know that the 
word Adam is from the root word mean-
ing “earth” or to better understand 
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Christian Education 

Happenings in May 
 
 

On May 24th during worship at O’Kelly Chapel 
we will recognize our graduates.   
 

We will recognize the contributions of our 
teacher volunteers during worship on May 31st.   
If you’re interested in volunteering to be a 
teacher next year, please let Rev. Carla know. 
 
Sunday School for our children is out for the 
summer, but will resume on September 13th. 

Outreach Program 

by Board of Christian Service 
 
Pilgrim’s Board of Christian Service has suc-
cessfully sponsored Bill Murray to become a 
UCC Commissioned Minister in the Eastern 
North Carolina Association of the Southern 
Conference with a special ministry to leaders.  
Bill is a coach, trainer, and chaplain for leaders. 
 
The Board of Christian Service is offering a Pil-
grim outreach program to leaders, local and 
anywhere.  Leaders are invited to join Bill’s Vir-
tual Workshop Series, Emotional Intelligence 
for Resilient Leaders and Professionals, which 
starts May 29th at 12 noon ET to 1:00.   
 
Bill is offering the workshop series free to non-
profit organization leaders.  Pilgrim is the recipi-
ent of any contributions made by business lead-
ers.  Participants will be helped to deal with the 
current stresses of downturns and layoffs and 
to maintain morale, communication, and effec-
tiveness.   
 
The Virtual Workshop takes place on telephone 
conference calls with software Bill provides so 
participants can view Bill’s computer screen.  A  
130-page Participant Workbook is also avail-
able.  Participants may come and leave at any 
time and select any of the 10 independent Mod-
ules.  Module topics include: Strategic thinking, 
communication, dialogue, assertiveness, self-
management, relationship management, con-
flict resolution, etc. 
 
Tom Harris has been attending Bill’s Virtual 
Workshops for nearly a year and his testimonial 
follows. 
 
For more information please go to Bill’s web 
site, http://www.EagleAlliance.com to 
-Group Executive Coaching via web-
conferencing Virtual Workshops.  
 
We invite you to pass on this outreach an-
nouncement to leaders that you know – they 
may live anywhere.  They may respond directly 
to Bill via his web site’s link, “Contact Us.” 
 
~ BOCS 

Tom Harrisôs Testimonial: 
 
As a professional and upper level manager in a 
medium sized nonprofit corporation, I have 
found that my participation in Bill Murray’s Vir-
tual Workshop Series, Emotional Intelligence 
for Resilient Leaders, has provided me with 
new insights and skills for navigating the emo-
tional landscape of the workplace, heightening 
the opportunities to create greater productivity, 
stronger professional relationships and in-
creased job satisfaction for myself and my co-
workers.  The course includes techniques for 
raising awareness of the role emotions play in 
the workplace and teaches a fact- and value-
based approach that uses empathy and fore-
thought to reach win-win solutions to workplace 
problems.  I particularly like that course partici-
pants are given the opportunity to practice the 
new techniques with each other during the 
workshops, as I find this helps me start more 
comfortably down the path of using them in my 
workplace.  

The Open and Affirming Fellowship 
welcomes everyone to a social 

gathering on May 26th 
at 6:30 pm at Satisfactions. 

http://www.EagleAlliance.com
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Pentecost 
Exchange Service 

 
On Sunday, May 31 we will join together for 
our Exchange churches service at 4:00 pm at 
Mt. Calvary UCC, 1715 Athens Dr, Durham.  
Directions can be found in the foyer and the 
narthex. 
 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they 
were all together in one place.  And suddenly a 
sound came from heaven like the rush of a 
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where 
they were sitting.  And there appeared to them 
tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on 
each one of them.  And they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
tongues, as  the Spirit gave them utterance. 
   ~ Acts 2: 1-4 

Pennies for Hunger 
 

Pilgrim members and visitors contributed $170 
in both April and May.  We thank you for your 
generosity.  With more people out of work the 
Community Kitchen in Durham is serving more 
needy people daily than were served at this 
time last year, thus this service has become 
even more vital to those in need.  We hope that 
we can continue to contribute as much or more 
than we did the last two months.  Remember, if 
every family put aside 10¢ a day they could 
give $3 each first Sunday and probably never 
miss the $3 in their daily lives. 
 

As always, we thank everyone who contributes 
to this Outreach Program that helps so many 
people who are in need of food and con-
cern.  We also thank the children of Pilgrim 
who give so much enthusiasm to their collection 
activity.   
 

The next Pennies for Hunger collection will be 
Sunday, June 7.  
 

~ BOCS    

Walking and Wild Flowers 
 
Of spring wild flowers only a few remain, but 
Mountain Laurel is still out; so why not see 
some along the Eno?  Drive north out Cole Mill 
Road till you cross the river and, near the top of 
the hill, turn left (not right onto Umstead Rd) 
and down into the Eno River Parking lot.  Take 
a map from the box at the trail head and go 
west and upriver along the Cole Mill and Bobbitt 
Hole loop trails or east and downriver to the 
Pea Creek and Dunnagan loop trails.  These 
trails are well kept but, in some places, uneven:  
good shoes recommended.   

 

Or, out Cole 
Mill Road, 
but before 
the river, turn 
right onto 
R i v e r m o n t 
Road and, a 
very short 
way once it 
b e c o m e s 
gravel and at 
the small 
bridge, find 

the trail head for the Pump Station and Laurel 
Bluffs trails (another map box is there).  Last 
week, I watched a fine Pileated woodpecker 
along the Bluffs trail and the week before, on 
the Dunnagan and Pea Creek trails, passed 
prodigious numbers of turtles sunning them-
selves.  At 9:30 am Saturday, May 23, some 
Pilgrims will leave from the Church parking lot 
and head for one of these trails.  Bring a sand-
wich and some water and join us. 
 
~ A Pilgrim 

Youth Visit to Hall-Wynne 
 
To learn more about faith, life, and death, the 
confirmands will visit the Hall-Wynne Funeral 
Home on May 24 after lunch at O’Kelly Chapel.  
Any other youth who wishes to join us is wel-
come.  Please let Pastor Carla know if you will 
be joining us. 
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Join Us at OõKelly Chapel 
Sunday, May 24 at 11:00 am 

 

OõKelly Chapel - A Brief History 
 

O’Kelly Chapel was the home church of James 
O’Kelly, founder of the Christian Church.  O’Kelly 
entered the ministry as a circuit-riding Methodist 
preacher in the 1780s.  At that time, the Method-
ist Church was not an organized church, but a 
movement within the Church of England.  After 
the American Revolution, these Methodist socie-
ties sought to break from England and form a 
church patterned after the hierarchical structure 
of the Church of England. 
 

James O’Kelly and others protested at the organ-
izational conference that the church should not 
concentrate so much power in the bishop.  Even-
tually, O’Kelly and others pulled out of the Meth-
odist church to form a church association called 
“Republican Methodists.”  Within a year, an or-

Pilgrimõs Graduates! 
 
Derrius Best, son of ministry intern Tanya 
Best, will graduate from Hillside High School.  
He is currently trying to decide which college 
he will attend.  He received a scholarship 
and is going to Ghana, Africa for a two 
week trip with the NCCU Male Leadership 
Academy.    
 
Joshua Burrows, son of Suzanne Tyler, is 
graduating from Enloe High School and plans 
to attend UNC-CH in the fall. 
 
John Darsie, son of Sandra Cook and Chuck 
Darsie, graduated from Emory University, At-
lanta, Ga., with a Bachelor of Business Ad-
ministration.  He will work for T3 Capital in 
New York City.  
 
Casey Lauren Epps, Carolyn Epp’s grand-
daughter, graduated from East Olathe, Kan-
sas High School.  One of her special accom-
plishments was State Champion in cross-
country racing.  She has a scholarship to 
Pittsburgh State College in Pittsburgh, KS 
where she plans to study Sports Medicine. 
 
Christian Ferney graduated from Duke Uni-
versity with a PhD. in Sociology. 
 
Stuart Harrell, a student-in-care at Pilgrim, 
graduated from Duke Divinity School.  This 
summer he begins a year of chaplain resi-
dency at Duke Medical Center. 
 
Ryan Magee, son of Melanie Dunshee and 
Randy Magee, graduated from Jordan High 
School.  He is still waiting to hear from sev-

eral colleges to make a 
final decision about 
where he will attend 
(Appalachian State, Uni-
versity of Richmond, 
Wake Forest Univer-
sity)   He is interested in 

their business curriculum and programs, and 
going to a smaller school with plenty of 
sports.  He will be working at the Duke Fac-
ulty Club this summer in the snack bar.  
 

Sarah Pradka  , daughter of John and Lois 
Pradka, graduated from Duke Medical School.  
She will be starting her General Surgery Resi-
dency program at Washington Hospital Center 
in Washington, D.C. on July 1. 
 
Jack Ratcliffe, son of  Janneke and John 
Ratcliffe, graduated from Riverside High 
School. 
  
Neal Sharpe, Pilgrim’s organist, graduated 
from  UNCG with a Bachelor of Music in Vocal 
Performance.  He plans to pursue a graduate 
degree. 
 
Caitlin Sipe, granddaughter of Fran and 
Creighton Lacy, graduated a semester early 
from Jordan High School in January.  She is 
currently in Australia on an exchange program, 
living with a family and attending high school in 
south Australia.  She will defer her planned col-
lege (Arizona State) while she explores options 
to attend university in Australia.  

Continued on next page 
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PentecostñMay 31 
 

Pentecost  was originally an Old Testament ag-
ricultural festival beginning on the fiftieth day 
after the beginning of Passover.  The festival 
gradually lost its association with agriculture 
and by the time of the destruction of Jerusalem 
in AD 70, the festival focused exclusively on 
God’s gracious gift of Torah (the "Law") on 
Mount Sinai. It continues to be celebrated in 
this manner in modern Judaism. 
 

While there are other references to Pentecost in 
the New Testament, it is most significant in Acts 
2 and the familiar scene of the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit on those in the "upper room." The 
New Testament writers associate the events of 
Acts 2 with Pentecost, and relate it to the 
prophecies of Joel 2 and promises of Jesus 
(Acts 1:8.) In both, the emphasis is on an em-
powerment through the Holy Spirit to enable the 
people of God to witness to Jesus the Christ.  
….Pentecost represents God’s gracious, ena-
bling presence actively at work among people, 
calling and enabling them to live out in dynamic 
ways the witness of being God’s people.  
 

The word “Pentecost” means “fiftieth day.”  In 
most Christian traditions, Pentecost Sunday 
occurs 50 days following Easter Sunday.  Since 
Easter is a “movable feast,” occurring on differ-
ent days in different years (it is tied to the lunar 
cycle), Pentecost is also moveable.  It can oc-
cur as early as May 10 and as late as June 13.   
The sanctuary color for Pentecost Sunday is 
red, which symbolizes the fire of Pentecost as 
well as the apostles and early followers of Je-
sus who were empowered to proclaim the Gos-
pel throughout the world. 
 

For Christians, Pentecost Sunday is a day to 
celebrate hope, a hope evoked by the knowl-
edge that God, through the Holy Spirit, is at 
work among the people. It is a celebration of 
newness, of recreation, of renewal of purpose, 
mission, and calling as God’s people. It is a 
celebration of God’s ongoing work in the world. 
Yet, it is also a recognition that God’s work is 
done through people as God pours out the Holy 
Spirit  upon them.   
 

~ Adapted from an excerpt of The Church Year: 
Pentecost, by Dennis Bratcher 

ganizational meeting was called and in 1794 
these dissenters formally took the name 
“Christian.” 
 

O’Kelly, leader of the movement, moved in 
1794 to Chatham County, North Carolina, and 
gathered a congregation which eventually took 
the name O’Kelly Chapel.  In 1797, he began a 
congregation in Orange County known as the 
Damascus Christian Church.  He also began 
Martha’s Chapel in 1803.  O’Kelly served these 
three congregations as a circuit-riding preacher 
for a number of years. 
 

The Christian Church founded by O’Kelly was 
primarily a movement in Eastern Virginia and 
the upper Piedmont of North Carolina.  In time, 
other churches were started and there were 
mergers with other church groups; for example, 
a group of dissenting Baptist churches in Ver-
mont.  Though never a large church movement, 
the Christian Connection (as these churches 
often referred to the larger structure) was a na-
tional connection. 
 

Based on similar policies with emphasis on lo-
cal autonomy, the Christian Church united in 
1933 with the larger Congregational Church to 
form the Congregational-Christian Church.  
With similar theological roots and claiming an 
ecumenical future for the American Protestant 
Church, the Evangelical and Reformed Church 
(from a German Calvinist heritage) and the 
Congregational-Christian Church (with an Eng-
lish Calvinist heritage) merged in 1957 to create 
the United Church of Christ. 

OôKelly Chapel cont. from page 4 



Church Office Hours  
 Mon.ðThru  8:00 AM to 2:00 PM  

3011 Academy Road 

Durham, NC 27707 
Worship Service - 10:30 am 

Office and Staff Information: 
 

Telephone:   (919) 489-1381 
E-mail:   pilgrimucc@verizon.net 
Web:   www.pilgrimucc-durham.org 
 
 
 

Mr. Marty Powell staffs the Pilgrim office.  He 
can be contacted at the Pilgrim office phone 
and email. 
 

Mr. James Keith, our music director, is at Pil-
grim on Sundays.  He also comes in on 
Wednesday evenings except for summer when 
the choir is off.  He can be contacted at james-
madconductor@yahoo.com 
 

Mr. Neal Sharpe is Pilgrim’s organist. 
 

The Rev. Carla P. Gregg, Minister of Christian 
Education, is in the office  Sunday mornings, 
and Tuesday - Thursdays from 9 - 2 pm.  You 
can reach Carla at the office or carlap-
gregg@gmail.com 
 

The Rev. Dr. Ginger Brasher -Cunningham , 
our Senior Pastors has a schedule of being in 
the office and out for visitation, meetings, etc.  
Sunday - Thursday her schedule is flexible, of-
ten meeting with people in the evenings.  She 
can be reached at the office or at  
Gigibc@aol.com.  For pastoral emergencies  
in late hours or Friday or Saturday please call 
919-286-3968. 
 

In-care students Ms. Betty Morton 
(bmorton7@nc.rr.com) and Dr. Samara Joy 
Nielsen  (samarajoy@yahoo.com) are seeking 
ordination in the UCC.   
 

 

Ms. Tanya Best  (tanya.best@ncmail.net), min-
istry intern, will assist with worship and church 
life at Pilgrim 2-3 Sundays each month while 
she continues ministering at her home church, 
Mt. Calvary. 
 

All staff have mailboxes in the office (Marty’s is 
his desk!) or can be reached at 919-489-1381. 
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1  Alice Dolbow 
3  Wynolia Apple 
4  Nancy Hamilton 
5  Tynette Hills 
  Nancy Perkins 
7  Johnnie Wheat 
  Carrie Beason 
  Nicole Beason 
8  Paul Darsie 
9  Frank Light 
10 John Marhoul 
15  Andrew Barco 
16 Shelley Beason 
  Heather Lane 
17 Caroline Niblock 
9  Walt Langston 
20 Ki Henderson 
  Melinda Killenberg 
  Jay Hamilton 
22 Karen Webbink 
23 Bob Osborn 
  Elzie Laube 
24 Jim Harward 
25 Terry Allebaugh 
26 Steven Beale 

Pilgrim Birthdays 

In June! 


