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Active Attentiveness
By Carla P. Gregg

The Jesuits, also known as the Society of Je-
sus, are a Catholic religious order founded in
1534 by Saint Ignatius of Loyola. They are
known especially for their education, mission-
ary, and social justice works. In 1999 | was a
volunteer with the Jesuit Volunteer Corps (JVC)
in Oregon, a program started by Jesuit priest
Fr. Jack Morris in the 1950s. JVC has at its
core four values: community, spirituality, social
justice, and simplicity. Hence as a volunteer |
lived with six other volunteers, regularly and
intentionally engaged in spiritual practices,
worked at a domestic violence shelter, and re-
ceived an $80/month stipend in addition to com-
munity money to cover food and housing. As a
protestant who had only ever known one (non-
practicing!) Catholic family, JVC expanded my
faith in ways that | had not imagined existed. It
was in JVC that | was introduced to words like
contemplative, Eucharist, desert mothers, and
spiritual director .
Sunday brought me back to this time and one of
the questions we were frequently asked,
AWhere did you see Chri
crux of the Ignatian spirituality the Jesuits prac-
tice; what Br. Charles J. Jackson, SJ, calls ac-
tive attentiveness and prompt responsiveness

to God. Like the travelers on the road to Em-
maus, finding God in the most ordinary of mo-
ments. And not just related to the people we
encounter. Joseph Carver, SJ, offers the fol-
lowing questions and prayer as a way of seeing
and responding to God through an ecological
examen - a set of questions used to reflect on
the day.
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All creation reflects the beauty and blessing
of Godds i mage. Wher e
this today?

Can | identify and pin-point how | made a
conscious effort t o
during this day?

was

car e

What challenges or joys do | experience as |
recall my care for creation?

How can | repair breaks in my relationship
with creation, in my unspoken sense of supe-
riority?

As | imagine tomorrow, | ask for the grace to
see the Incarnate Christ in the dynamic inter-
connections of all Creation.

Conclude with the prayer of Jesus:

The glory that you have given me | have
given them, so that they may be one, as we
are one, | in them and you_ in me, that the
W& " becontd acbnipftely 8n®, s& thét TR "
world may know that you have sent me and

have loved them even as you have loved me.
t tocflay?o ¥h|s is t
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This examen especially caught my notice as the

concluding prayer includes the words from
scripture that the UCC mott
they may all be one. 0 As
our paths, our surroundings, and our compan-

ions may we be open to the unexpected ways

God may be known and the miracle that we

may be one.
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Shelby Cragg
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is graduating from Jordan HS and plans to attend Ringling College of Art and De-

sign's Computer 3D Animation program in Sarasota, Florida. She was active in marching and con-
cert band, girl scouts, and art club. She won the state Golden Key Award for her self portrait and
has already been commissioned for her work in several areas.

Paul Earl will graduate from Jordan High
School.  While at Jordan he ran track and
helped with special education students in addi-
tion to playing piano and trumpet. He will be
attending NC A&T and, while undecided in his
major, he is interested in engineering physics,
mechanical engineering, and graphics.

Heather Lane will be finishing her high school
studi es, and
ing, in June. During her high school years she
has volunteered, then worked, at the Duke
Homestead State Historic Site, danced with her
clogging team, and been lucky enough to take
classes at Duke, UNC, and NCSU. She will be
attending Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania.
She plans to major in History, but hopes to
study at least a little politics, religion, and cogni-
tive science along the way.

Shaina Mitchell will soon be a graduate
of Jordan High School. During her high school
years, she was the head Drum Major in the
marching band, played oboe in the wind en-
semble, vibraphone in Winter Drumline, and
played on the Varsity Field Hockey team. She
is a member of the National Honors and Span-
ish Honors Societies, as well as Tri-M, a music
honors society. Sheds been a
over 12 years! Next year she will be attending
Carnegie Mellon University, in Pittsburgh, PA,
majoring in Mathematics with a possible minor
in Music Performance.

Parenting Group update

The parenting group will be gathering for the
month of June on Wednesdays at 10am at Pil-
grim to study the book, "Parenting as a Spiri-
tual Journey: Deepening Ordinary and Extraor-
dinary Events into Sacred Occasions" by Rabbi
Nancy Fuchs-Kreimer. Childcare is provided.
If you would like to be a part of this time,
please contact Rev. Carla
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Bilingual Exchange-
Planes Para el Verano
(Summer Plans)

I am now in Germany and wanted you to know
that any inquiry about Bilingual Exchange
should be directed to either Faviola (Favi) Dena
(619-4667 / blancartev@yahoo.com) oh Daw

QUartold? M(484 417 g &t
fordt@aol.com). Classes will continue on

Wednesday nights from 7:30 7 9:00 pm for be-
ginners, intermediate, and advanced students
and includes childcare. Classes on Thursday
night at the same hours will be taught alter-
nately by Dr. Julie Pike (765-9773 or 699-
5988 /julielpike@yahoo.com) and Polly Harris
(682-6971 / ptaharris2@nc.rr.com) and will be
only for intermediate students and without
childcare. The Wednesday class meets in Fel-
lowship Hall and the Thursday class in the last
room on the left in the Education wing.

August will be vacation month for Bilingual.
Thank you for all your help !

Kristin

Updaté Etodm Krfstin in Germany

My sister is better than last year, but at 88 in
fragile health she needs a lot of attention. My
brother and sister-in-law are nearer in Cologne
and are generally in good health and easy-
going, great companions, but brother needs a
hip operation in July. Everybody is getting old!!

Life on a bicycle is a little strenuous in the cold
and rainy weather we are having, but it makes
me tough, | guess. | am now doing some read-
ing and writing on children's rights and ethics
for children from a theological point of view for
the conference of the Am. Academy of Religion
in October in Atlanta. German and U.S. theolo-
gians are increasingly interested in that topic.

My love to all Pilgrims! Kristin
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VT Yoiuth FON “D” BAISERS
VS Come supppont our youth and liave fun too!

Coffee House
Sunday, May 30th, frerpin

’%0 o -~ Q
| B &: Terry Allebaugh and Milton Brasher
A | Cunninghambés band -Sbell s
D g% will be headlining the evening and we hope tp
showcase other Pilgrim talents as well. Dong-
tions collected at the door will help support th¢

youth mission trip this summer. How can you
support the youth in this endeavor? Sign up tp
perform on the sheet in the foyer or come and
be part of an enthusiastic audience. We look
forward to seeing you there!




Pilgrim Treasures

Pilgrim Treasures will appear occasionally in Bill graduated in June 1942 soon after the US
our newsletter. It celebrates those who have entered World War Il. After he and his best
been members of Pilgrim a long time and who friend, Marcus, paddled a canoe down the Eno

have helped make the church we know today. and Neuse to New Bern (Ait
Today we celebrate: we drank right from the ri
Marine Corps. After basic training at Parris Is-
Bill and Florence Dickerson land and a stint at Camp LeJeune, NC, Bill was
assigned to the 4™ Marine Division headed to
Florence and Bill are al®daic pfight jiihe lgrpserigs ofblpedy t

active members and may hold the record for battles heading west from island to island. Bill
service to Pilgrim. Bi fovghtndhe Marghall ang Marigngs Iglan atot her
churcho. Hi s mot heéndawf o Rai angyNagur,pSgipan, Figjan, pgadyiwo Ji

to the Congregational Christian Church on Main These names are legendary now. Bill earned
Street (later Pilgrim on Academy Road) and  the Silver Star and Purple Heart medals and
started Bill in Sunday school in 1925 when he ~ SPent six months in Balboa Navy Hospital in
was three. Later the Church began their ~ San Diego. He was due to rejoin the 4™ Divi-
ACrossing Crown Attendasorfer thQD'F'Vésg”P of dapan whenythe atom
though he found it hard to sit still for an hour ~ bomb dropped and the war was over. The Ma-
straight (and still does), Bill had a perfect atten-  ines gave Bill a bus ticket to Durham and, get-
dance record for ten years and still has his ting off at the station there, he walked home.
enameled medal with nine bars. Bill attended )

several Durham schools, Watts Street among After high school, Florence went to Converse
them, and graduated from Durham High. During College in Spartanburg, South Carolinai a cot-
summers he was a life- . ] ton town i where she
guar d. Bi l studied sociology with
when he was twelve i a minor in music. Af-

so many of that gen- ter graduation, Flor-
eration lost their par- ence worked for the

ents early. Girl Scouts (she had
been a girl scout in
Durham) in Roanoke,
Virginia where she
recruited and trained
leaders and worked at
summer camps. Later

Florence Carr, six
years younger, was
born in Chapel Hill.
Her father, a dentist, %%
decided to become an

orthodontist and they - _ Florence worked for
moved to Durham before she was one. Flor- Durham and Bright Leaf Girl Scout Councils in
ence attended E. K. Powe School and gradu- North Carolina.

ated from Durham High. ) ) )
Meanwhile, Bill used the GI bill to learn ac-

Durham was very different in those days: counting and secretarial skills at an upstairs
Adownt own was the hub §foolipRuham. gl—lgglasgloan Clgrk qt Fam-
hamés main industry wasliyfigapcs @dol” Eedejal Bagksfer sqveral
and cotton mills. The city schools had 12 years and then, figuring he knew the business,
grades and 8 months. County farmers needed hou_sing c!evelopers and was in the real estate
their children at home during harvest. business in Durham for 35 years.

Continued on next page




Dickersons continued from previous page

Florence and Bill first met on her eighteenth
birthday at a youth fellowship meeting at her
church, Trinity Avenue Presbyterian, and they
married there on 13 September 1952. After the
war, Bill had rejoined Congregational Christian
Church, of course, and Dr. Harrell set him to
work: he became a Sunday school teacher (all
those years of perfect attendance paid off), then
head of the Sunday school, a deacon, a trustee,
and a scout master. Florence joined Bill at
Congregational Christian and there and at Pil-
grim she has been on the Flower and Decorat-
ing Committee, the Auxiliary, led a scout troop,
led vacation bible school, and, with Bill, pub-
lished the newsletter and managed the ushers.
Florence sang in the Pilgrim choir for 40 years.

After Florence and Bill married, they lived in an
apartment downtown where they built a kayak
in their living room.

wi ndow; it woul dnot f
paddled around Umstead Park where Florence
worked at a Girl Scout camp. They built their
first house, just off Hillandale Road, in 1954 i
the year of Hurricane Hazel i and they live
there still. Laura was born in 1955 and Flor-
ence in 1958. Both girls kept the Dickerson
name and Laura named her own daughter Flor-
ence Dickerson so we now have three. After
raising her girls, Florence was a substitute
teacher in the Durham elementary schools and
Pilgrimbs secretary

Like their mother, both girls were musicians:
Laura played the trombone and young Florence
the French horn in the Northern High School
band. Laura went to Carolina and studied lin-
guistics; Florence to Appalachian and studied
music merchandising. Laura married a profes-
sor of econometrics at Boston College and Flor-
ence an electrical engineer and she lives near
Portland, Oregon where they sail on the Colum-
bia River. Laurabds
will graduate in June from the University of Cali-
fornia at Santa Cruz where she has studied art
and photography.

Florence and Bill have enjoyed traveling in NC
and beyond. They attend 4" Division Marine
reunions (fAnot many of

d a u gtb yederously tafdethartk

three times to Europe, taken the train across
Canada, and visited their American Field Ser-
vice student at his home in Norway.

We know we are at
unmistakable bass rumbling from the back pew.
Many of us Pilgrims come from around the
country and far away. Lifelong Durham natives
are rare among us. In this and in other ways,
the Dickersons are indeed rare. And for service
to our church and for being the people they
have been and are, Florence and Bill are Pil-
grim treasures.

Afa pilgrimo

Pennies for Hunger

For the past several months our monthly penny

foMdetionhotald hate alecreasdd.e Theé May total t
it wag $1150 th s orfe fofethe towestramounts

since the program began in 2004.

With the summer months ahead and with the
customary decrease in attendance we are hop-
ing that people will dig a little deeper so that our
1st Sunday collection

The people whom we serve at the Community
Kitchen look forward to the nights that Pilgrim
provided their meal because they consider our

f r o MedsQo/hé bettepthah StH2rS. .

We have suggested that families put 10 cents a
day into an envelope in order to painlessly col-
lect $3 for your 1st Sunday contribution. Ten

cents a day for providing a meal for someone
ot her wi se

who woul dnot

much of a burden.

Thank you to those who
have continued to contrib-

you to the wonderful chil-
dren who so enthusiasti-
cally collect for the hungry
people.

Millie Myers, BOCS
us |l efto),

Pilgrim
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Pilgrim United Church of Christ

3011Academy Road
Durham,NC 27707

Worship Service-

Mon.d Thru 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM “;’

. <
Church Office Hours @%
>
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Office and Staff Information:

Telephone: (919) 489-1381
E-mail: pilgrimucc@verizon.net
Web: www.pilgrimucc-durham.org

Mr. Marty Powell staffs the Pilgrim office. He
can be contacted at the Pilgrim office phone
and email.

Mr. James Keith, our music director, is cur-
rently on sabbatical. We are pleased to have
Eden Badgett join us as interim music director
while James is away.
Mr. Jeremy Harris i s Pi |l gri mods
The Rev. Carla P. Gregg, Minister of Christian
Education, is in the office Sunday mornings,
and Tuesday - Thursdays from 9 - 2 pm. You
can reach Carla at the office or carlap-
gregg@gmail.com

The Rev. Dr. Ginger Brasher -Cunningham ,
our Senior Pastors has a schedule of being in
the office and out for visitation, meetings, etc.
Sunday - Thursday her schedule is flexible, of-
ten meeting with people in the evenings. She
can be reached at the office or at
Gigibc@aol.com. For pastoral emergencies
in late hours or Friday or Saturday please call
919-286-3968.

In-care  students Ms. Nancy Chew
(NCHEW @ranallc.com) and Mr. Stuart Harrell
(stuart.harrell@gmail.com) are seeking ordina-
tion / commissioning in the UCC.

Ms. Tanya Best (TLCBest459@aol.com), min-
istry intern, will assist with worship and church
life at Pilgrim one Sunday each month while
she continues ministering at her home church,
Mt. Calvary.

Allstaff have mail boxes in
his desk!) or can be reached at 919-489-1381.

10:30 am

i nterim organi s

Join Us
for Worship at
O6Kel ly

May 23rd at
11:00 am,
then stay for
a potluck lunch!

the office (Mar
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Pilgrim

Birthdays
In June!

Alice Dolbow
Wynolia Apple
Nancy Hamilton
Tynette Hills
Nancy Perkins
Brian Lane
Johnnie Wheat

a? m%;g :Jul

Shelley Beason
Heather Lane
Walt Langston
Jay Hamilton
Melinda Killenberg
Karen Webbink
Elzie Laube

Bob Oshorn

Jim Harward
TeirrquIIebaugh
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