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A Taste For the Mundane
By Milton Brash€@unningham

When we opened the restaurant at Duke last
fall, we averaged about thirty customers a night;
fifty was busy. Over the course of the semester,
the number grew to where fifty was the aver-
age. This semester, we’ve seen our customer
base expand to where sixty-five is a slow night.
Tonight we served ninety and topped our high-
est sales amount to date. Getting busier takes
some adjustment, because we have to rethink
what “normal” is. When the number of custom-
ers increases without the kitchen staff growing,
what has to be done in a normal day of work
changes, too.

When we first moved to Boston, | had a part-
time job at the Blockbuster Video in our
Charlestown neighborhood. Arlene, the assis-
tant manager, was married to a Boston cop.
What | knew of the life of a police officer came
from Hill Street Blues. | was surprised at how
mundane the daily life of a cop really was.
There just weren’t that many shootouts to be
attended to.

Thanks to Top Chef and Iron Chef and the
Food Network in general, my profession gets its
share of play, making it look glamorous and in-
teresting, when much of the day is fairly routine
and mundane: chopping and cleaning and slic-
ing and cleaning. Though | get to make cool
stuff and wear a white jacket, what | do is man-
ual labor, and somewhat repetitive. Not a day
goes by that | don’t chop my share of onions
and celery and carrots for the two soups | have
to make. | bake the bread for dinner each night.

At least twice a week | have to make desserts
(the same ones). I'll cut steaks and fish and
roast chickens. And then, as | said, there’s the
cleaning: sanitizing the stainless steel counter-
tops, sweeping and mopping the floors. Once a
week, | take inventory for the coming week’s
food order.

| also come home most nights and try to write,
which is its own mix of mystery and mundane-
ness. Tonight, in my Writer's Almanac moment,
| found this poem by Mark Strand, featured a
year or so ago:

The Continuous Life

What of the neighborhood homes awash

In a silver light, of children hunched in the
bushes,

Watching the grown-ups for signs of surrender,

Signs that the irregular pleasures of moving

From day to day, of being adrift on the swell of
duty,

Have run their course? O parents, confess

To your little ones the night is a long way off

And your taste for the mundane grows; tell
them

Your worship of household chores has barely
begun;

Describe the beauty of shovels and rakes,
brooms and mops;

Say there will always be cooking and cleaning
to do,

That one thing leads to another, which leads to
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another;

Explain that you live between two great darks,
the first

With an ending, the second without one, that
the luckiest

Thing is having been born, that you live in a blur

Of hours and days, months and years, and be-
lieve

It has meaning, despite the occasional fear

You are slipping away with nothing completed,
nothing

To prove you existed. Tell the children to come
inside,

That your search goes on for something you
lostd a name,

A family album that fell from its own small mat-
ter

Into another, a piece of the dark that might have
been yours,

You don't really know. Say that each of you
tries

To keep busy, learning to lean down close and
hear

The careless breathing of earth and feel its
available

Languor come over you, wave after wave,
sending

Small tremors of love through your brief,

Undeniable selves, into your days, and beyond.

Man. What he said.

For all of the frontiers that still may be, for all
the places | want to go where | have not yet
been, for all that appears to be undiscovered by
me (though most of it already found by some-
one else), my daily life holds new things when |
am willing to develop “a taste” for the mundane,
and cultivate a sense of wonder in ordinary
things.

Some time back, | got a note from someone
who reads my blog and shared a connection to
Coryell County, Texas, where | used to pastor,
wondering how someone who used to pastor a
part-time Southern Baptist Church outside
Gatesville, Texas ended up as a chef and mar-
ried to a minister in the United Church of Christ.
Though there were a couple of amazing experi-
ences that became altars along the way, for the

most part it happened as Strand describes: the
one thing leads to another, that leads to an-
other. | followed my heart (and the woman |
love) in big things and in small things, the daily
gestures that build a life out of the bricks we call
days. | understand the fear of having nothing
accomplished, though that speaks more to my
own sense of not being enough than it does to
what my life adds up to. In my best moments,
brought upon by things like Strand’s poem, |
know showing up for life everyday and doing
what | can to be kind and open adds up in the
midst of the cooking and cleaning. and the com-
ing home each night to the one who loves me
best, in all sorts of ordinary ways.

At the Table of the Lord:
Celebrating the
Passover Tradition
Remembering the
Darkness at Hand

Can you name the 10 plagues brought upon
the Egyptians?

Is Maror an herb, an animal or a place?

What does the Jewish Passover have to do
with Holy Communion?

Come find the answers to all these ques-
tions and more at our Maundy Thursday
service on April 9 ™ at 6pm in the Fellowship
Hall.

Pilgrims of all ages are invited to join us as we
remember Jesus’ last Passover with his
friends. The Jewish tradition of Passover in-
cludes the “Haggadah,” or the telling of the
story of the exodus of the Hebrews from slav-
ery in Egypt, and the ritual Seder meal which
symbolizes elements of the story of their jour-
ney from bondage to freedom. Using Hag-
gadah as Christians, we will deepen our under-
standing of our Jewish roots, the themes of Je-
sus’ ministry, and the days known as Holy
Week. We will also share a full meal, song,
and fellowship before finally turning toward
Good Friday at our close. Children have a spe-
cial role to play in the service and are most
welcome.




Holy Week at Pilgrin'J

April 5, 10:30am
Palm Sunday
Gather in the front courtyard for the procession
of Palms. Palm Sunday marks Jesus’ entry
into Jerusalem where he was welcomed with
the waving of Palm branches and shouts of
“‘Hosanna!”

April 9, 6:00pm

Maundy Thursday
Our service “At the Table of the Lord” will recall
the Passover Jesus celebrated with his friends
and the darkness that was at hand. The eve-
ning will include a Seder and full pot luck meal.
Children are most welcome and have a special
role at this service in the fellowship hall.

April 10
Good Friday
A day of reflection.

April 12, 7:00am
Easter Sunrise
Come to the Columbarium (the space at Pil-
grim where loved ones are memorialized and
their ashes interned) to celebrate the resurrec-
tion and declare in the early morning hours,
“He is risen!”

7:45 - 10:00am

Breakfast

Please join us for breakfast provided by the
men of the church as we celebrate with fellow-
ship the wonder of Easter.

10:30am

Easter

Wonderful music, mounds of lilies, and Holy
Communion will fill our worship as we revel in
Easter Joy!

Why Palm Sunday?

Palm branches are mentioned in only one of the
four Gospels (see John 12:12-15). So why do
we call the first day of Holy Week Palm Sun-
day?

For many ancient near East cultures, including
the Jerusalem of Jesus’ time, throwing
branches on the ground was a way to receive
someone with honor. In Jewish tradition, Palm
branches in particular were signs of triumph,
liberation, and victory. In remembering Jesus’
entry into Jerusalem as Palm Sunday, the
church recalls the promise of liberation and the
triumph over death. We will celebrate Palm
Sunday on April 5.

Where does the name Maundy Thursday come
from? “Maundy” means commandment and
recalls Jesus’ command at the Last Supper to
“‘love one another.”

Attention Parents!

Special events and schedule changes
for children

We want to invite our children to participate with
us in a special way during Holy week and
Easter. Our Maundy Thursday service at 6pm
is interactive and the children have a special
role. In addition, our 3-5" grade class will be
readers during worship on April 5™ There will
be no Sunday school for children on Easter and
all are invited to be with us in worship. Child-
care will be available for parents with children
under 7 who prefer that option. At the end of
Easter worship, we will gather all of our children
and send them out to the playground for our
traditional Easter Egg hunt.

Our children, like all people, are always wel-
come to receive communion. However, they
are not always with us at that time in the wor-
ship service! As they join us on Easter, if you
would like to mark this communion as a special
time for your child, please let me know. | will
share information with you about how to talk
with your child about communion and | will host
a learning event for them on Sunday April 5 "
at 9:30am. Those choosing to mark the occa-
sion will receive special recognition during wor-
ship.

--Carla




Seminar Topics in April

On April 5 Bill Murray will lead a discussion
based on summaries of the book, The Last
Week, by Marcus Borg and John Dominic Cros-
san. You do not need to read this book, but Bill
recommends it highly.

There will be no Seminar class on Easter Sun-
day.

On April 19 and 26 the class will discuss the
spiritual implications of an article published by
Bill Murray, “Emotional Intelligence for Resil-
ience.” For example, we will discuss, “How
does your relationship with God help you to be
more resilient?” Please read Bill’s article in ad-
vance. You may get your free copy by going to
Bill's website, http://www.EagleAlliance.com,
scroll down to the picture of the book, Upping
the DownSide, and click on “Get Free Copy.”

The Seminar always meets in the Community
Room at 9:30 a.m., and all are welcome.

What 6s Up Wi

The Open and Affirming Group met last on
March 24th and had a wonderful time. For
those who identify as LGBT, we will continue
our study of the book "Reconciling Journey" on
April 14th at the home of Suzanne Tyler, 1913
Paces Ferry Dr., Durham. The discussion of
Chapter 2, "Images of God," will begin after
snacks at 6pm.

On Tuesday, April 28th, we will have a social
gathering at the Broad Street Cafe at 6pm. This
event is for everyone who is LGBT or supports
those who are. Please join us for food and fun!

For more information about these events con-
tact Traci Baker (317-1025) or Robin Franklin
(493-0614).

All middle and high
o _4 school youth are invited
to bring a bag lunch
and join in for an after-
noon hike on April 19 ™
at a nearby trail. We'll
Join a leave from church im-
Youth Hike mediately ~after wor-
Aprl' 19th ship.

t h

April Auxiliary Meeting

The next Auxiliary meeting will be Monday,
April 6 at 10:30 am . We will be visiting new
Housing for New Hope programs with Terry
Allebaugh. Housing for New Hope will provide
a bus again as they did the last time. We will
have lunch at the cafeteria at Northgate. We
should be back at Pilgrim by 1:30 or 2:00pm.

~ Millie Myers - Aux. Pres.

50+ Group

The Durham Chorale will present its 22nd An-
nual Spring Concert on Sunday, April 26 at
3:00 pm. The program will be held at the Dur-
ham Academy Lower School. Tickets are $15
pre-sale or $20 at the door. If anyone wants to
purchase a ticket, please see Betty Curtis. If
enough people want to attend the concert we
can go as a group from Pilgrim and carpool.

2
O&A Pennies for Hunger

The next collection day will be Palm Sunday,
April 5. The March total of $102 was lower
than February’s $190. Maybe we can dig a
little deeper and bring it back up in Aprill We
realize that people feel the need to hold on to
their cash right now and other folks are losing
jobs. We will continue to do the best we can.
Thank you all for your faithful giving and, as al-
ways, thank you to the children for the vital part
that they play.

~BOCS

~

YOUTH BIBLE STUDY

The young adults are gathering for Bible
Study once again!  Join us at 7:30pm at
Amelia's in Brightleaf Square on April 7th.



http://www.eaglealliance.com/

Experiences At Pilgrim
That Give Us Energy!

Community Kitchen

Gay Pride

All-Church Birthday Party
Holy Smokes!
Reconciliation and Re-entry
Worship

Workdays

CROP Walk

Christmount

Children in worship

Fauré Requiem

Senior Breakfast

Interfaith Hospitality Network
Senior Seminar

Restoring Pilgrim

Caroling

Lifecraft Retreat

Women'’s Retreat

Men’s Retreat
Cornerstone / History
Men’s Wednesday Breakfast
Communion

Youth Ski Trip

Values Behind Our Experiences

Justice

Community

Grounded in Kindness and Devotion
Service

Sustainability

Exploring and Learning
Fun

Inclusiveness

Welcome statement
Striving to Excel
Experience / Tangible / Do
Music

Underlying Faith

Passion

“Live By” - Believe

Faith Meets Justice

On a Wednesday night during Lent, about 20
Pilgrims met around the table and reflected on
life at Pilgrim. The above lists quickly came to
our minds as we pondered the life we share.
Obviously, we enjoy sharing meals and cele-
brations together and we thrive when we can
rally around a social justice issue or project.
We know that Pilgrim is inclusive and welcom-
ing, and we pray that our faith community will
continue to grow in relationship, spirituality, and
love. May we keep the conversation alive as
we live out our call to be a faith community of
grace.

Update On Pilgrim Activities Within
The Southern Conference of the UCC

1 Recently Carla and | met with the Progressive UCC Clergy of NC to discuss the conference
structure and ways to enrich our church lives, individually and collectively.

1 Currently | serve on the board of Church and Ministry for the ENCA. We oversee those who are
seeking commissioned, licensed, or ordained ministry, as well as other church issues.

1 April 6 & 7 | will represent Pilgrim at the Sacred Conversation on Race that will be held at the

Franklinton Center.

As financial struggles have increased in our country, they continue to be an issue within the South-
ern Conference. Please pray for conference leaders as they discern the next path and for all the

staff who have lost jobs.

Peace,
Ginger
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Office and Staff Information:

Telephone: (919) 489-1381
E-mail: pilgrimucc@verizon.net
Web: www.pilgrimucc-durham.org

Mr. Marty Powell staffs the Pilgrim office. He
can be contacted at the Pilgrim office phone
and email.

Mr. James Keith, our music director, is at Pil-
grim on Sundays. He also comes in on
Wednesday evenings except for summer when
the choir is off. He can be contacted at james-
madconductor@yahoo.com

Mr. Neal Sharpe is Pilgrim’s organist.

The Rev. Carla P. Gregg, Minister of Christian
Education, is in the office Sunday mornings,
and Tuesday - Thursdays from 9 - 2 pm. You
can reach Carla at the office or carlap-
gregg@gmail.com

The Rev. Dr. Ginger Brasher -Cunningham ,
our Senior Pastors has a schedule of being in
the office and out for visitation, meetings, etc.
Sunday - Thursday her schedule is flexible, of-
ten meeting with people in the evenings. She
can be reached at the office or at
Gigibc@aol.com. For pastoral emergencies
in late hours or Friday or Saturday please call
919-286-3968.

In-care  students Ms. Betty Morton
(bmorton7@nc.rr.com) and Dr. Samara Joy
Nielsen (samarajoy@yahoo.com) are seeking
ordination in the UCC.

Ms. Tanya Best (tanya.best@ncmail.net), min-
istry intern, will assist with worship and church
life at Pilgrim 2-3 Sundays each month while
she continues ministering at her home church,
Mt. Calvary.

All staff have mailboxes in the office (Marty’s is
his desk!) or can be reached at 919-489-1381.

Selfless Workers

Many thanks to all who care for our garden-
ing needs. You quietly show up, work, and
leave without anyone seeing you! Thank
you for your time and energy.



