
the least and the lost.  How can we do less?  
But then we might reconsider: we are not Je-
sus, and we live in a different time under differ-
ent circumstances.  Did he not say that we 
should give ñto Caesar the things that are Cae-
sarôs and to God the things that are Godôsò (Mt. 
22:21), meaning we should go by the laws of 
the land?  And did not the apostle Paul say, 
ñLet every person be subject to the governing 
authoritiesò? (Rom. 13:1).  Is it not a crime 
when an immigrant takes the Social Security 
number of an innocent US citizen or when peo-
ple drive without a license?    
 
Yes, all these things are true.  But I think Jesus 
would not let us get by that easily.  Slave hold-
ers and dictators have always quoted Romans 
13:1 in order to keep their power.  Jesus got the 
death penalty because he believed that unjust 
laws and rulers should not be obeyed.  It is not 
justified that the local police force has the 
power to round up for deportation people who 
for decades have done the dirtiest and most 
dangerous work, have paid taxes (yes, most 
undocumented immigrants pay taxes), and 
have brought up their ñlegalò children here.  As 
the TV host Tom Campbell stated in the Herald-
Sun on August 5, 2008:  ñWe afford thugs in 
drive-by shootings more rights than we are af-
fording those here illegally.ò  Even the most in-
telligent, hard-working immigrant high school 
graduates now cannot attend a community col-
lege if the parents came to this country undocu-
mented.  That is just a more sophisticated ver-

By now we are all saturated with the news 
about the financial trouble.  As Christians we 
might ask the old evangelical question:  what 
would Jesus do in a situation like that?  Since 
he did not have a pension fund or mortgage to 
worry about, he might think of what other peo-
ple around him were going through.  He might, 
for example, be concerned about the people 
whom his Bible called ñsojournersò and whom 
we call ñimmigrantsò:  ñThe stranger who so-
journs with you shall be to you as the native 
among you, and you shall love him as your-
self.ò (Lev. 19:33).  He would discover that 
many immigrants now live in a state of constant 
fear.  They cannot get a new driverôs license.  
They may get deported for the smallest traffic 
violation.  Some extremely harsh anti-immigrant 
legislation will soon be debated in the N. C. 
General Assembly.   
 
We can assume Jesus would not be in favor of 
border fences that cost nearly $4 million per 
mile, have hardly slowed down immigration, but 
have made it more difficult, dangerous and 
costly, so that criminal ñcoyotesò and drug deal-
ers at the border have increased their profits.  
Jesus would probably not be in favor of deport-
ing ñillegalò immigrant parents who were caught 
in factory raids that resulted in tragic family 
separations, leaving the ñlegalò U.S. children 
alone in this country where the parents hope 
they will have a better future. 
 
Jesus did not separate people as ñdeservingò or 
ñundeserving.ò  He was always looking out for 
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Pilgrimsô Progress 

What Does Immigration Have to Do with Lent?  
By Kristin Herzog 

ñImmigrationò continued on page 2 



Café Conversations  
Adult Sunday School  

 
 

We hope you will join us for these last few 
classes out and about in the community on 
Sunday mornings.  Grab coffee or breakfast 
and be ready at 9am to engage the following 
topics.  Weôll be done by 10 so folks can be 
back at Pilgrim for worship.   
 

March 22 Gratitude at Guglhupf  
  2706 Durham Chapel Hill Blvd  
 

March 29 Managing Stress at Mad Hatters 
  1802 W Main St 
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sion of telling slaves that they should do the 
hard work, but they dare not learn to read and 
write.    
 

The North Carolina Council of Churches is tying 
into a nationwide interfaith movement of sup-
port for immigrants.  In Durham, the Society of 
Friends  (Quakers) has formed an Immigrant 
Solidarity Committee.  Everybody is invited to 
attend the next meeting, March 30, at 6:30 p.m. 
(potluck) at 404 Alexander Ave.   
 

It helps some people to give up chocolate for 
Lent, and perhaps it would help all of us to give 
up our indifference about the suffering of our 
immigrant neighbors.  ñAs you did it to one of 
the least of these . . . you did it to me.ò (Mt. 
25:40) 

ñImmigrationò continued from page 1 

Holy Week at Pilgrim 
 

April 5, 10:30am  
       Palm Sunday    

Gather in the front courtyard for the procession 
of Palms.  Palm Sunday marks Jesusô entry 
into Jerusalem where he was welcomed with 
the waving of Palm branches and shouts of 
ñHosanna!ò  
 

April 9, 6:00pm  
   Maundy Thursday   

Our service ñAt the Table of the Lordò will recall 
the Passover Jesus celebrated with his friends 
and the darkness that was at hand.  The eve-
ning will include a Seder and full pot luck meal.  
Children are most welcome and have a special 
role at this service in the fellowship hall.   
 

April 10  
Good Friday  

A day of reflection. 
 

April 12, 7:00am  
      Easter Sunrise   

Come to the Columbarium (the space at Pil-
grim where loved ones are memorialized and 
their ashes interned) to celebrate the resurrec-
tion and declare in the early morning hours, 
ñHe is risen!ò  
 
7:45 - 10:00am 
Breakfast   
Please join us for breakfast provided by the 
men of the church as we celebrate with fellow-
ship the wonder of Easter.   
 
10:30am 
Easter   
Wonderful music, mounds of lilies, and Holy 
Communion will fill our worship as we revel in 
Easter Joy! 

Seminar Palm Sunday Study 
  

On April 5, Bill Murray will lead a discussion 
based on summaries of the book, The Last 
Week, by Marcus Borg and John Dominic 
Crossan.  You do not need to read this book, 
but Bill recommends it highly.  Please join us at 
9:30 a.m. to reflect on the meaning of Jesusô 
last week.  
  
The Seminar will NOT meet on Easter Sunday. 
  
Thanks for your patienceð 
Kristin 



Lenten Dinner and Program 
òBreaking Bread Togetheró 

An Exploration of the  
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 
March 18, 5:45pm Elements and  Prayers 
   of Communion 
March 25, 5:45pm Extending the Table 
April 1,      5:45pm Remembering Anew 
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All middle and high 
school youth are invited 
to bring a bag lunch 
and join in for an after-
noon hike on April 19th 
at a nearby trail.  Weôll 
leave from church im-
mediately after wor-
ship. 

Sock-it-to-ya! 
 

On March 15th the youth launched their new 
ministry project Sock -it -to-ya!   For the next two 
weeks, they will be collecting new, good quality 
socks to distribute to people living on the 
streets and in the woods.  There is a box in the 
foyer under a bright green sign where we will be 
collecting the 
socks.  The 
spark for the 
project was a 
lock-in where 
the youth 
heard a for-
merly home-
less man 
named Michael 
tell his story 
and mention 
how wonderful new socks were when he was 
living outside.  They decided this was some-
thing they could do to help.  So, please join 
them and bring your purchases by March 29thð
Sock Sunday! 

At the Table of the Lord:  
Celebrating the Passover Tradition  

Remembering the Darkness at Hand  
  
Can you name the 10 plagues brought upon the Egyptians? 
Is Maror an herb, an animal or a place? 
What does the Jewish Passover have to do with Holy Communion? 
  
Come find the answers to all these questions and more at our Maundy Thursday service on 
April 9 th at 6pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
  
Pilgrims of all ages are invited to join us as we remember Jesusô last Passover with his friends.  The 
Jewish tradition of Passover includes the ñHaggadah,ò or the telling of the story of the exodus of the 
Hebrews from slavery in Egypt, and the ritual Seder meal which symbolizes elements of the story of 
their journey from bondage to freedom.  Using Haggadah as Christians, we will deepen our under-
standing of our Jewish roots, the themes of Jesusô ministry, and the days known as Holy Week.  We 
will also share a full meal, song, and fellowship before finally turning toward Good Friday at our 
close.  Children have a special role to play in the service and are most welcome. 
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O&A Fellowship  
 

At our recent meeting, the fellowship shared 
food and stories and discussed the first chapter 
of "Reconciling Journey: A Devotional Work-
book for Lesbian and Gay Christians" by Michal 
Anne Pepper.  We plan to continue the discus-
sion with Chap. 2 on Tues., April 14th - location 
to be announced.  You may purchase the book 
online for about $20 or order from your favorite 
local bookseller.  The next social gathering is 
planned for 6pm Tues, March 24th, at the Broad 
St. Cafe.  At this time, these activities are for 
folks who identify as LGBT.  We appreciate all 
the support weôve received from our allies and 
look forward to events together in the future.   

Attention Parents!  
Special events and schedule changes  

for children  
 

We want to invite our children to participate with 
us in a special way during Holy week and 
Easter.   Our Maundy Thursday service at 6pm 
is interactive and the children have a special 
role.  In addition, our 3-5th grade class will be 
readers during worship on April 5th.   There will 
be no Sunday school for children on Easter and 
all are invited to be with us in worship.  Child-
care will be available for parents with children 
under 7 who prefer that option.   At the end of 
Easter worship, we will gather all of our children 
and send them out to the playground for our 
traditional Easter Egg hunt. 
 

Our children, like all people, are always wel-
come to receive communion.  However, they 
are not always with us at that time in the wor-
ship service!  As they join us on Easter, if you 
would like to mark this communion as a special 
time for your child, please let me know.  I will 
share information with you about how to talk 
with your child about communion and I will host 
a learning event for them on Sunday April 5th at 
9:30am.  Those choosing to mark the occasion 
will receive special recognition during worship.   
 

--Carla 

IHN Meals, 
Serving Our Community 

 

On March 31st and April 2, we will be serving 
Interfaith Hospitality Meals to homeless families 
staying at Epworth United Methodist Church. 
 

We need drivers, dinner 
providers and meal hosts 
for both nights. 
 

If you are available to 
help either of these 
nights, please contact 

me, either by phone at 475-4784, or email at 
karenbradhser@hotmail.com 
 

Thanks for all you do to help those less fortu-
nate. 
 

~ Karen Bradsher 

CROP walk is this Sunday, March 22nd, at 
2:30 pm ! We have over 20 people planning on 
walking (more are welcome to participate - it's 
not too late to sign up online or after church on 
Sunday!)  The 4.8 mile walk starts at Duke 
Chapel, so all PUCC walkers should plan on 
meeting at the Chapel steps at 2 pm. Don't for-
get to wear your t-shirts!  If you are walking or 
have purchased a shirt to support those who 
are, please wear your CROP t -shirt on Sun-
day at church to honor the important work 
against hunger. 
 

We have raised approximately $2,100 thus far - 
many thanks to all who have contributed.  How-
ever, we will need to raise more if we're going 
to make our $7,500 goal and keep the Golden 
Sneaker award!  If you haven't donated yet, it's 
not too late!  You can make an online donation 
at http://tinyurl.com/cy67a8 or by writing a 
check (payable to Church World Service) and 
giving it to Shannon or Lindsey.  We'll be taking 
contributions for the next several weeks. 
 

Questions? Let us know! Hope to see you 
there!  
 

Lindsey Kearns and Shannon Glutting, CROP 
coordinators 

http://tinyurl.com/cy67a8%C2%A0or


Pack Your Bags!  Pilgrim Mission Trip and Civil Rights Journey 
 

We will leave Pilgrim Friday, July 10th, at 5pm and return home Saturday, July 18th at 3pm.  Our 
ñjourneyò will include visiting the King Center in Atlanta, the Civil Rights Museum in Birmingham and tour-
ing both Ebenezer and Dexter Avenue churches.  We will walk part of the Selma to Montgomery route 
and worship at 16th St. Baptist Church and Beloved Community UCC in Birmingham.  
 
Our work for the mission trip will take place in Birmingham at Beloved Community UCC.  Beloved is an 
ethnically diverse new church start.  Their pastor, Rev. Angie Wright, graduated from Duke Divinity 
School.  We will assist them in meeting their neighbors, work-
ing on their building and generally encouraging a sister UCC 
congregation with bringing another much needed diverse 
church to Birmingham. 
 
You will hear more about fundraisers!  For now, if you are in-
terested in going, please write a $100 check to Pilgrim desig-
nated ñmission tripò and ask Marty to sign you up.  We will 
keep the cost to $200 plus some meals per person.  Please 
send $100 to the church office with your check desig-
nated ñMission Tripò by April 1 if you plan on joining us. 
 
More to follow.  Please keep this mission trip in your prayers. 
 

Peace, Ginger  

August 28, 1963 
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Pilgrim Visiting and Care  
 
As Pilgrims, we seek to care for each other on our journeys. Pilgrims have, for years, sought to help 
one another, so this is not new.  But we at Pilgrim are trying to improve and ensure that needs are 
not only recognized, but met. 
 
As some may know, every Pilgrim member belongs to a Care Group and a Deacon oversees each 
Care Group.  We also have a Pilgrim Care Team.  The Care 
Team seeks to provide urgent or especially needed care to Pil-
grims with medical or other likely temporary needs and to visit/
contact/support people who canôt get to Pilgrim.  The Care 
Team seeks to help with regular visits or contact by phone, 
food, communion for people who canôt be at Church, periodic 
transport to the doctor, and other services. 
 
Your Deacon will remain the same person throughout his or her 
service on the Board of Deacons, but people on the Care Team 
will change, and Pilgrim is always looking for folks who would 
like to help.  If you would like to be in a pool of volunteers for the 
Care Team, let Ginger or your personal Deacon know.  And, if 
you know a Pilgrim who could use some attention, please speak 
to Ginger or your personal Deacon. 
 
~ Bob Shaw, co-chair, Board of Deacons 



Book Reading  
 
Lynne Hinton, NC author and UCC pastor will 
be reading and doing a book signing of her lat-
est novel, The Order of Things, at The Regula-
tor Bookshop at 720 Ninth Street in Durham on 
Thursday, April 2 at 7:00 pm.  Her other books 
include The Last Odd Day, The Arms of God, 
and her New York Times bestseller, Friendship 
Cake. 
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Update on James! 
 

Pilgrims, you have been amazing in caring for 
and loving James from afar.  His spouse, 
Amanda, sends her deepest gratitude for the 
many kindnesses you have shown them during 
these difficult days.  Amanda and James will 
stay (upon hospital discharge) in Kansas with 
their parents for several days to begin 
ñemotional recoveryò as his lungs continue to 
heal from the smoke inhalation..  Please con-
tinue to pray for our choir director and his family 
as they make their way back from the shock of 
an accident that rearranges oneôs world. 
 

Peace and Grace, 
 

Ginger 

 

Gloria Sanchez-Lane was named Hometown 
Hero by WCHL for her work with Burmese 
refugees now living in Chapel Hill. 
 

Matthew Hamilton received his God and Fam-
ily emblem for Cub Scouts. 
 

Christopher Chaves earned third place in the 
K-1 category of the State Chess Champion-
ship. 
 
Bill Murray is now an officially Commissioned 
Minister in the UCC.  His ministry assists 
church and business leaders in improving 
emotional health in their work arena. 
 

If you have someone for us to celebrate, con-
tact Marty in the office and let us know! 

 Many of the Hispanics we are teaching on Wednes-
day nights do not have jobs right now.  If you need 
help with cleaning your house or have some odd 
jobs to be done ï including electric work - please 
give me a call at 489 9832. 
 

~ Kristin Herzog 

Order Your Easter Lilies! 
 

Use the forms that will be included in the next 3 bulletins to purchase lilies 
to be displayed during the worship service on Easter Sunday for $5.50.  You 
also have the opportunity to indicate the flowers are given in honor, or in 
memory, of someone special to you or the church.  Your lilies may be picked 
up after the service.  
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We will collect the 
One Great Hour of Sharing 

offering on April 5, 
Palm Sunday. 


