Pi |

Tt

March 17, 2010

ms O

I |

The Spirit of Pilgrim United Church of Christ

Stewardship Stories Beginning the Conversation
by Barbara Merrill

Last Friday evening and Saturday morning 19
Pilgrims met with Jena Roy to discuss steward-
ship and its importance in our church and spiri-

tual life. Jena began with a presentation on
ATelling our Stori es,
ship Life of First

home congregation in Winchester, Massachu-
setts. She recounted
journey to a deeper understanding of steward-
ship and their exploration of what was important
to them. They were able to build on their con-
versations to realize that they needed to go be-
yond the budget spreadsheets to identify what
really mattered. As a result of their conversa-
tions, they saw a significant increase their giv-
ing and the percentage of members pledging,
and conducted a capital campaign. Jena of-
fered many practical suggestions for how a con-
gregation can become joyful givers, such as
establishing a common vision to capture the
heart and spirit,
a statement of faith, and by challenging mem-
bers to increase their pledges each year. She
noted that while it is hard for many congrega-
tions to talk about finances, it is important to
make a direct connection between faith and
money, and to see
to a celebrationo and
On Saturday morning we turned to Pilgrim UCC
to begin the process of
journeyo as we |l ook to
spirited discussion of what we love about PUCC
and what our strengths are. These included our
commitment to social justice, our music, our
diversity, our welcoming of all, our sense of
community. There was also discussion where

Vi ewi rstgengthd) &s listetl above, adveell as oud theelt

there are opportunities for improvement.
Themes there included more emphasis on tak-
ing care of ourselves, both spiritually and
through maintenance of our physical plant. En-

A gafirg hewdneembiers astwhlleas ehsueng that d -
Co n gersetgaabtliiosnhaeld Crheamixzér, 9

aeenodt
also important. It was mentioned that perhaps

Wwd arestdo flexibde ragdrthatgwae tsHouldneaplo s

as a community what it means, at PUCC, to be

a Christian.

Later in the morning participants were split into
small groups to answer three questions:
1. What is most important to you about PUCC?
2. What worries you the most?

3. If there was one thing you could change at

ithe drop of a hato about
be?
Responses indicated that we value our

as
ogy. Worries include our lack of growth, the

need to provide more activities/programs for

youth, our finances, how we communicate with

each ot her , and the church
dayo6s society. Things we

st e wa rclddechhaying a Biggetr eflowship WHallt gatting o n
n aitl ofjthe scinderbleclkst a maye varied nukig e t .

program (e.g., instrumental music), more of a
focus on spiritual sharing, and having an active

arfi erithosthstio YyewardshipulCdnaettee. f or o ur
the future. There was a
Jena built on her stewardship theme in her ser-

mon on Lukeds story of the

suggested the Luke text is not a story we nor-
mally associate with stewardship, but explored

Continued on page 2




Stewardship Storiescontinued

the connection for us. More on that next time.

There was open discussion leading to a lot of
great ideas. But these sessions are only the
start of the conversation. | encourage each of
you to consider how you would answer the
three questions above. What do you value
about Pilgrim? What are your concerns? How
do you think we should prepare for the future?
We will build on our sessions with Jena, as well
as the work of Carla Gregg, Claudia Fulshaw,
Susan Barco, and others, on identifying our
core values. How will you participate?

Youth News:

All the middle and high school youth are
invited to join Revs. Ginger and Carla fol-
lowing worship on March 21st for lunch and
to participate in future planning (mission
trip, fundraising, events, and activities).
Please bring $10. We will grab lunch, have
time to talk, and then head over to the
CROP walk for all those who are walking.

Hope you can join us!
-Carla

Tuesday Evening Bible Study:
Being Easter People

Easter is not here yet, but every Sunday is a
little Easter, right? We're preparing for a Tues-
day evening Bible study for the Easter season.
It will be six weeks long, at 7:30, and we'll study
Bible stories where the characters have found
resurrection and hope. They're "Easter Peo-
ple,” just as we--the church--are called to be.
Kelly Bickley has graciously agreed to host us
as we find creative ways to look at these stories
from scripture. Then, the following Sunday,
hear a sermon about the text! Want to be a
part of this "Easter People" study? Contact
Stuart Harrell (stuart.harrell@gmail.com), Carla
Gregg (carlapgregg@gmail.com), or call the
church office and let us know you're interested.
Anyone and everyone is invited!

Two More Saturdays!

Please join Milton and a group of Pilgrims for a
Bible study in the intriguing book of Job. Folks
gather for a light breakfast at 8:30 am and be-
gin discussion around 9:00.

Youth Mission Tri@ July 131-17

Youth who are rising 7" graders through 12th
grade are invited to be a part of our summer
mission trip to the North Carolina mountains.
We will join other UCC youth from North Caro-
lina in working on a housing project and enjoy-
ing the NC mountains. Our accommodations
and leadership will come from the UCC camp -
Johns River Valley Camp. The total cost is
$360, but we will have fundraising to offset
costs! The week will be full of meaningful work
and fun, too! Please mark your calendars and
plan on joining me!

~Carla

Adult Sunday School

Global Stories: Faith and Human Rights
in Durham and around the World

Join us 9:30-10:20am (childcare is provided) in
the Community Room.

1 March 21 7 Theresa Newman, Pilgrim
member and director of the Innocence Pro-
j ect at Duke, wi | |
work to free prisoners who are innocent.

1 March 28 i Cynthia Brown, former city

council member, will tell about her recent

trip to Mexico and the work of Witness for

Peace to support peace, justice and eco-

nomic sustainability in the Americas.

April 47 No Class on Easter

April 11 -- Stephanie Partlow, a student in

the Southern Confere

ship Development program, will share the

story of her trip with PLD to South Africa.
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Chil drends Commu iéentemJouthbl:aCemmunion

Anyone, meaning children of all ages, are al-
ways welcome at the Communion table at Pil-
grim. Yet, we want children to approach the
table with some understanding and appreciation
for the sacrament and feel that parents are the
best ones to decide when the time is right for
their child. Through a communion class and
special recognition at Easter we offer children
an understanding of the sacrament and the
congregation with a visible sign of the integral
role of children in the worshipping community.

we pass the silver plate
of broken bread with
less confidence than
we pass the peace

easier perhaps to hug
than to admit our hunger
we take and eat without
a word and wait for

the winebds weaker

This class is most appropriate for children in the shot glasses of salvation
Lion and Leopard Class (ages 5 and up). The we place the empties
class will be 9:30-10:15 on March 21 and 28. in the pew racks causing
The children who participate in this class will be

specially recognized, carry the elements into the clicking sound of
worship, receive communion, and stand with us solidarity to rattle

as we serve during communion on Easter. our hearts and shake
~ Carla awake the resonance

that runs through all
i i the saints and suppers
Easter ngh“ghtS that we might remember

Early outdoor service 8am that we might be one

Breakfast 9am Milton Brasher-Cunningham
Worship 10:30am
Easter Egg Hunt after worship

Light Into Darkness:
A Maundy Thursday Worship Experience

Maundy Thursday, also called Holy Thursday, is a day to

commemorate Jesus' Last Supper and the beginning of

our sacrament, Holy Communion. The word Maundy

comes from the Latin mandatum, which means

"commandment.” At the Last Supper, Jesus gave the dis-

ciples a new commandment to love one another as he had loved them (John 13:34). Prior to break-
ing the bread with the disciples, Jesus washed their feet.

Our Maundy Thursday service will be a quiet and contemplative service, remembering Je-
s u sodnmandment to love one another and will include hand washing and celebration of commun-
i on. Because this service also marks Jesus®o
(celebrated on Palm Sunday) to the shadows of the cross, it will also include the service of tene-
brae, latin for shadows. Please join us on Thursday, April 1, at 7 pm for this reflective worship ex-
perience, as we remember Jesus journey from light into darkness.
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...continues  tonight,
Wed. March 17th, at
5:45pm. Please join
us for a simple dinner

Lenten DiRmer and a Lenten study
ﬂllﬂ’l’ﬂﬂl’ﬂlll on Baptism every

Wednesday  during
Lent beginning. Register on the board in the
foyer so we will know how many to expect and
please volunteer to help with dinner. This is a
wonderful time to get to know your fellow Pil-
grims in a small group setting and to explore a
part of your faith! Childcare is provided.

Why Palm Sunday?

Palm branches are mentioned in only one of the
four Gospels - John 12:12-15. So why do we
call the first day of Holy Week Palm Sunday?

For many ancient near East cultures, including
t he Jerusalem of
branches on the ground was a way to receive
someone with honor. In Jewish tradition, Palm
branches in particular were signs of triumph,
l i berati on, and
entry into Jerusalem as Palm Sunday, the
church recalls the promise of liberation and the
triumph over death. We will celebrate Palm
Sunday on March 28.

Jesus o

victory.



