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The Spirit of Pilgrim United Church of Christ

Fulfilling Our Promise

When children are brought before our congre-
gation to be baptized, one of the promises we
as the congregation make is to support both
the parents and the
bringing in the faith. We pledge to nurture the
child in his or her education as a Christian.
We manifest this pledge in many ways over a
childdés 1ife.
being a friend. Sometimes it is as instructor,
A teaching in the
AP0 . context of Sun-
; W day  School.
% { Sometimes it is
¥ as mentor in

¥ the mentoring
/ of confir-
/ mands. Some-
¢ times it is in
the form of
chaperone to
our youth fel-
lowship  and
youth mis-
sions. In each
case we are
fulfilling our promise to educate the children
of our church.

Naturally our promise is not limited to educa-
tion within the walls of the church. We have a
broader responsibility to our youth to help
them fulfill their dreams and promises in the
larger world. How can we fulfill our promise if
a member of our church is unable to continue

Somet i

their development and education because of
a lack of financial resources? At a time when
many personal budgets are constrained and
c hthe lcakt ofi post-secbhrelary etucatiod 6ositin-
ues to climb, those with the means have an-
other opportunity to fulfill our promise by help-
ing members continue their education.
mes it i's informal, S
It is for that reason that an anonymous contri-
bution has been made to the church to begin
a scholarship fund for those in financial need
who are pursuing a post-secondary educa-
tion. How robust those scholarships are and
how far they can reach will be determined by
our congregation, but the intent is to make
the scholarships available to our Pilgrim
youth, Pilgrim adult members, and members
of our sister UCC congregations in Durham,
in that order.

In consideration of the time and talent contrib-
uted by Paul and Melinda Killenberg to our
congregation and especially to the education
and mentoring of Pilgrim youth, the donor has
named the fund the Paul and Melinda Killen-
berg Scholarship Fund. By contributing to the
fund we not only have the opportunity to help
fulfill our promise given at baptism, we also
have the opportunity to honor Paul and
Melinda in a very special way.

Please prayerfully consider making a gift to
expand the ways we can fulfill our promise.
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Adult Sunday School

Global Stories: Faith and Human Rights
in Durham and around the World

Join us 9:30-10:20am (childcare is provided) in
the Community Room.

f March 7 and 14 1 Jerry Mikell and Tom
Trueblood with the Coalition for Peace with
Justice will share onithe-ground stories
from Israel / Palestine.

f March 21 i Theresa Newman, Pilgrim
member and director of the Innocence Pro-
j ect at Duke, wi | |
work to free prisoners who are innocent.

f March 28 1 Cynthia Brown, former city

council member, will tell about her recent

trip to Mexico and the work of Witness for

Peace to support peace, justice and eco-

nomic sustainability in the Americas.

April 47 No Class on Easter

April 11 -- Stephanie Partlow, a student in

the Southern Confere

ship Development program, will share the
story of her trip with PLD to South Africa.
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Chil drenods

Anyone, meaning children of all ages, are al-
ways welcome at the Communion table at Pil-
grim. Yet, we want children to approach the
table with some understanding and appreciation
for the sacrament and feel that parents are the
best ones to decide when the time is right for
their child. Through a communion class and
special recognition at Easter we offer children
an understanding of the sacrament and the
congregation with a visible sign of the integral
role of children in the worshipping community.

This class is most appropriate for children in the
Lion and Leopard Class (ages 5 and up). The
class will be 9:30-10:15 on March 21 and 28.
The children who participate in this class will be
specially recognized, carry the elements into
worship, receive communion, and stand with us
as we serve during communion on Easter.

If you are interested in your child participating,
please let me know by March 7th.

~ Carla
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...continues Wed.
March 3rd at 5:45pm .
Please join us for a
simple dinner and a

laﬂlaﬂ ”il”lﬂf Lenten study on Bap-

and Program tsm every Wednes-
day during Lent begin-

ning. Register on the board in the foyer so we
will know how many to expect and please vol-
unteer to help with dinner. This is a wonderful
time to get to know your fellow Pilgrims in a
small group setting and to explore a part of
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A Lenten Dictionary

Lent T A season in the church year that begins

n C\gitR Ash adhdsdby @hdl lasks Gortyd days,- not

including Sundays.
roots and mean-
|l engt heno whi «
lengthening of days in the
spring. Lent was traditionally

The name has Germanic

and praying for those who
were to be baptized at Easter.
Today it is time of repentance and reflection as
we prepare ourselves for Easter. It is symbol-
ized by the color purple.

Ash Wednesday 0 The first day of Lent whose
name comes from the traditional marking of
ashes on Christianso
as a sign of repentance.

Palm Sunday i On the Sunday that begins the
last week of Lent, know as Holy Week, we re-
call Jesusd entry int
greeted with
Palm branches.

Maundy Thursday & Maundy comes from Latin
and means commandment. This name reflects
Jesus giving his disciples the command to love
one another during their final meal together.
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Stewardship Stories:
Taking care of ourselves so we
can take care of others

The weekend of March 12-14 we are privi-
leged to have Ms. Jena Roy here at Pilgrim to
lead us in an exploration of stewardship and its
i mportance to our
currently employed by the Mass. Conference
of the UCC on their stewardship team. Her
experiences bridge the world of business fi-
nance, church capital campaigns, teaching,
and a call to ministry. Jena will share the story
of her congregation, First Congregational UCC
in Winchester, MA, and its stewardship jour-
ney, and will lead us in an exploration of our
churchdés mission and
stewards of what we have.

Sessions will be held Friday, March 12 from 7
-8:30 pm, and Saturday from 9 -11 am.
There will be food. Everyone is encouraged to
attend. Church board members and other
church leaders are particularly invited to par-
ticipate. | f you
please come when you can. We hope to use
our discussions with Jena as a basis for mov-
ing forward our
vision for the future. (There is no basketball
game before noon on Saturday!)

If you would like to come and need childcare,
please let Rev. Carla know so she can arrange
for caregivers.

~ Barbara Merrill, Moderator

Dondét forget! Thi s
and Food Collection Sunday! All donations
help those in our community who are less
fortunate than ourselves, to say nothing
of what giving does for the giver!

Youth Mission Tri July 11-17

Youth who are rising 7" graders through 12th
grade are invited to be a part of our summer
mission trip to the North Carolina mountains.
We will join other UCC youth from North Caro-
lina in working on a housing project and enjoy-
ing the NC mountains. Our accommodations

c hur cdnd leaderhigwllicéme from thd BOT&amp S

Johns River Valley Camp. The total cost is
$360, but we will have fundraising to offset
costs! The week will be full of meaningful work
and fun, too! Please mark your calendars and
plan on joining me!

~Carla
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AII the mlddle and hlgh school youth
are invited to join Revs. Ginger and
Carla following worship on March 21st
for lunch and to participate in future
planning (mission trip, fundraising,
events, and activities). Please bring
$10. mWé& will gsab tlumch, have $imeoto s
talk, and then head over to the CROP

walk for all those who are walking.
jati onbs mi ssi on
Hope you can join us!

and

-Carla

Alice Myers and the
Contemplative  Prayer
Group invites you to join

us_on Thur% from

8370 % in e TPagieY
Room in the Education

Wing as part of your
Lenten journey.

YER

P

Interested in Joining Pilgrim?

Please email the office at pilgrimucc@verizon.net and let us know of your interest.

Sunday will occur in April.

on Sunday, March 7th.

Please let us know dates you are available. We will offer a general infor-
mation class about Pilgrim and membership in the Dowdy Room immediately following the service

New member







