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Pilgrimsô Progress 
The Spirit of Pilgrim United Church of Christ 

our faith tradition that offers a future to liberal 
churches.  He envisions a movement like the 
one that founded the fundamentalist churches 
in the early 20th century, and having the energy 
we recently saw in the Obama campaign.  
 

¶  The first thread of this movement is a con-

viction that faith and thought are inextricably 
bound ï that one cannot, in good faith, turn 
off thinking, and questions are important.  
Our denomination founded some of the most 
influential colleges and universities in Amer-
ica, and we need to claim that tradition and 
carry it forward. 

¶  The second thread is a conviction that faith 

is inextricably bound to responsibility in the 
social world, that what happens to my sister 
and my brother matters to me.  The UCC 
tries to rethink social structures so they can 
be more just, inspired by the work of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr.   Our denomination op-
posed slavery, supported womenôs right to 
vote, and supported hospitals and our health 
and welfare system. 

¶   The third thread is a conviction that the 

other (in race, sex, economics, religion) is 
not a threat to us, but a complement, and we 
need each other to complete who we are and 
to carry out what God wants us to do.  The 
other is not an object of conversion, but a 
human being with whom we can learn and 
share Godôs world.  An important new task is 
to learn how to listen to other faiths, and to 
see each other as children of God. 

A Sustainable Progressive Faith 
By Susan Barco 

ñHo, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters.ò 
Isaiah 55.  ñEveryone who thirsts, come!ò  With 
these words, David Greenhaw, President of 
Eden Theological Seminary in St. Louis wel-
comed everyone at a workshop on Saturday, 
Jan 23 at United Church of Chapel Hill, which 
Carla Gregg, Millie Myers, Lynn Carmen Bod-
den and Susan Barco attended.   
 
During the first hour, Greenhaw argued that 
mainline, liberal Protestant churches are in the 
midst of unrelenting decline.  Beginning in the 
early years of settlement in the US, and accel-
erating since 1920, mainline Protestants have 
represented a decreasing proportion of Chris-
tians in our country.  Since 1964, the decline 
has been faster.  Today, more than half of UCC 
churches (56%) have very small budgets, and 
are not able to afford both a building and a pas-
tor.  This means that these churches cannot be 
sustained, and of course cannot contribute to 
our national UCC institutions like OCWM.   
 
Why is this happening?  Greenhaw had three 
suggestions:  evangelical churches provide 
more clarity and direction, liberal people have a 
lower birth rate, and (Greenhawôs favorite) 
mainline church buildings are older, more ex-
pensive to maintain/not energy-efficient, and 
are located in center cities and rural areas, not 
in the suburbs where population has grown.  
Denominations are going to collapse. After 
making us completely overwhelmed, he offered 
a vision of hope. 
 
Greenhaw described a movement with roots in Continued on page 2 
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Greenhaw hopes that excitement around these 
ideas will lead people to connect and discover 
ways for these traditions to thrive, and will call peo-
ple into a movement that is larger than themselves.  
For Pilgrim, this might mean finding new ways to 
listen to each other and our community and hearing 
the urgent questions people raise.  It might mean 
experimenting with communication and new ways 
of responding in faith, and reconnecting to our heri-
tage of free inquiry, social justice and ecumenical 
outreach. 

Sustainable Faith continued from page 1 The Season of Lent  
edited from excerpts by Dennis Bratcher 

  
Originating in the fourth century of the 
church, the season of Lent spans 40 days 
(plus 6 Sundays) beginning on Ash 
Wednesday and culminating with Holy 
Week: Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and 
Holy Saturday.  Originally, 
Lent was the time of prepa-
ration for those who were to 
be baptized, a time of con-
centrated study and prayer 
before their baptism at the 
Easter Vigil, the celebration 
of the Resurrection of the Lord early on 
Easter Sunday. But since these new mem-
bers were to be received into a living com-
munity of Faith, the entire community was 
called to preparation. Also, this was the time 
when those who had been separated from 
the Church would prepare to rejoin the com-
munity. 
 

Today, Lent is marked by a time of prayer 
and preparation leading up to Easter.  The 
number 40 is connected with many biblical 
events, but especially with the forty days 
Jesus spent in the wilderness preparing for 
His ministry by facing the temptations that 
could lead him to abandon his mission and 
calling.  Christians today use this period of 
time for introspection, self-examination, and 
repentance.  This season of the year is 
equal only to the Season of Advent in im-
portance in the Christian year. 
 

Lent has traditionally been marked by peni-
tential prayer, fasting, and almsgiving and 
some today still observe a discipline of fast-
ing during Lent.  Some people choose not 
to partake of other foods or drinks that may 
ñcontrolò them a little more than they like.  
Some choose to re-engage with an old 
friend every week.  Others increase prayer, 
exercise, giving, quiet time, meditation, 
reading, acts of service, or letter writing.  
We each must find what is right for us - that 
which will call us to a ñdifferentò kind of at-
tentiveness. It is really a preparation to cele-
brate Godôs marvelous redemption symbol-
ized in Easter, and the resurrected life that 
we live, and hope, for as Christians. 

Global Stories: 

Faith and Human Rights in 

Durham and around the World. 
 

Join the Adult Sunday School at 9:30 am each 
Sunday in Lent and Easter to explore stories of 
faith and human rights with fellow Pilgrims and out-
side speakers.  Our presenters will include repre-
sentatives from:  
 

Church World Service --works with partners to 
eradicate hunger and poverty and to promote 
peace and justice around the world including re-
sponding to disasters like the earthquake in Haiti 
and sponsoring the CROPwalk. 
 

Coalition for Peace with Justice  --works through 
education & advocacy to establish a just peace in 
Israel and Palestine. 
 

Pastoral Leadership Development Programôs 
trip to South Africa  ï provides a path for ordina-
tion for UCC members in the Southern Conference 
who have a mid-life call to ministry and who cannot 
go to seminary. It includes a transformational, inter-
national trip which was to South Africa in 2009. 
 

The Innocence Project --dedicated to exonerating 
wrongfully convicted people. 
 

Carolina Interfaith Task Force on Central Amer-
ica  -- supports peace, justice and sustainable 
economies in the Americas. They accomplish this 
by challenging and working to change U.S. policies 
and corporate practices that contribute to poverty 
and oppression in Latin America and the Carib-
bean. 
 

Please join us in the Community Room at 9:30am  
for the first session on Feb. 21st with Joe Moran  
as he shares stories from Church World Service   
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