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Turning the Page

New colored pens, blank notebooks, class
schedule, more books -- going back to school
was exhilarating to me! Just ask Carla or Marty
and they will tell you how excited | get when the
new UCC calendar comes in every summer.
Ah, the opportunities, the planning, the lists,
and the fresh start are all thrilling. New begin-
nings. ..

There is something about the ground just cov-
ered in snow or birthdays that end in 5 or 10 or
the first day the school bus drives up the street
(unless you are driving be-
hind it) or funny hats and a
% countdown that lead us
¥ into the next year. New
' beginnings . . ..

So here we are 2010 --
2010! What are the new
possibilities we face? What fresh start do we
want? Who needs a clean slate? It is 2010 and
opportunities are here. Sure the music and
clothes will not be as wonderful as the 1980's,
but there is a newness in the air.

In George Clooney's latest movie Up In the Air
his job was to fire people and help them find the
hope of the new beginning rather than the
frightening idea of change and ending. Perhaps
this concept feels Pollyannaish while we are
enduring a painful ending. However the fact re-
mains that we have opportunities when one
door closes.

Joseph Wardy puts it this way:

New beginnings...

Begin with the death of the last
exhale...

To the newness of the next
inhale....

To observe and experience the
new beginning of each mo-
ment.

And Marsha Petrie Sue writes, “Every day is a
new beginning. Treat it that way. Stay away
from what might have been, and look at what
can be. “

May we continue to breathe out what has been,
allowing the past to teach us as we step for-
ward with blank notebooks and colored pens
ready to see what might be ahead in 2010.

Peace,
Ginger




Meals for Students

This year local congregations are providing
meals for the weekly meeting of the Westmin-
ster Fellowship, Duke’s join Presbyterian and
UCC campus ministry. | volunteered Pilgrim to
provide a meal for students on the evening of
January 18th. If you would like to help with the
meal for about 20 students, please contact me
at 489-1381 or carlapgregg@gmail.com. | will
be traveling back from the Youth Retreat that
day and definitely need help from Pilgrims.

Thanks!
Carla

Dear Pilgrims,

Thank you for your many remembrances of us
during Christmas. Your thoughtful cards, kind
words, wonderful snacks and gifts are greatly
appreciated!

May you have a wonderful New Year!

Ginger, Carla, James (Keith), Neal, Marty and
James (Lewis)

Teachers Needed!!

The Board of Christian Education is in need of
a few more children’s Sunday school teachers
for the Spring. Would you be willing to help us
out? Contact Rev. Carla asap at 489-1381 or
carlapgregg@gmail.com.

Marceline Holley update-

When Marceline and her children arrive from
Kenya, any Pilgrims are invited to greet them at
the airport. Time TBA. We will be collecting
Target gift cards for her family and assessing
other needs.

Music Director update -

James Keith is officially on sabbatical. He
sends appreciation for the coffee, journal and
well wishes Pilgrims gave on Christmas Eve.
Please hold James in your prayers as he
teaches in a new environment and is away from
home. While James is on sabbatical, Garrett
Saake will fill in as our interim music director.

Youth Winter Retreat

On January 15th Revs. Ginger and Carla, along
with Lindsey and Mia, and 6 of our youth - Mary
Frances Burrows, Michaela and Shelby Cragg,
Cierra and Zadia Earl, and Kailey Larson - will
be attending the Southern Conference Annual
Youth Winter Retreat at the Blowing Rock Con-
ference Center. Our weekend will include
meeting new people, worship, skiing, small
groups, and lots of fun. Please keep our safety
and spirits in your prayers.

Carla

Worship Planning and
Church Reflection

On Wednesday, January 20" from 4-7pm,
please drop by the Fellowship Hall. Bring any
thoughts and ideas about the church in gen-
eral. Your feedback is valued.

Peace, Ginger

Thank You!

To all who made Advent and Christmas a
meaningful and wonderful experience, many
thanks! Our worship leaders, readers, aco-
lytes, musicians, cooks, clean-up crews, deco-
rators, behind-the-scenes folk and participants,
you helped us follow the star to rediscover the
Christ Child and to build community.

Dear Pilgrims,

My very best wishes to you all for a wonderful
and blessed Christmastide. | am grateful for
the times we shared and enjoy the memories as
| read the newsletter. Such excitement and
wonderful changes. | am still blessed to be in
Prague, sharing Christmas this year with Mat-
thew and Alex.

A peaceful and joyous new year to you all!

Anne Harttree

(Anne was our former choir director and organ-
ist, now living and working in Prague, Czech
Republic. She is missed but we wish her well.)




The Balancing Act
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Fort Caswell, NC

Juggling concerns about purpose, relationships, work, world issues, money, health, spiritual life and
peace of mind? Want to look to your faith for guidance in having a balanced life? Then join the
women of Pilgrim February 12-14 at Fort Caswell on Oak Island!

Our theme, The Balancing Act, will allow us the opportunity to reflect on how we are good stewards
with our time and resources in relation to God, self, and the world. In an effort to illuminate the bal-
anced life, our retreat will give time and space to building relationships with one another, studying the
Bible, learning from literature, and contemplating how we use our resources. We are aiming for a
good mix of group, play, and alone time.

In the women'’s retreat offering for 2010 the planning committee took into account the evaluations
and comments from last year. With positive reviews for a beach location and a weekend in Febru-
ary, we chose to return to Fort Caswell on Oak Island for the weekend of February 12-14. This year
all of our lodging, breakfast dining, and meeting space will be located conveniently and comfortably
in the same building—Lantana Lodge. Southport and other area attractions are nearby for our Sat-
urday afternoon free time as well as the extensive grounds of Fort Caswell. We will have planned
activities for those who want to remain on site for the afternoon.

In the past we have had a great turn out and we hope all the Pilgrim women will join us! The cost is

$110 and there is ample scholarship money available as well as payment plans. We dondt
cost to keep anyone from coming so please speak with Rev. Carla if you need financial assis-

tance in order to join us. Please pick-up and drop-off registration material on the board by Rev.

Carla’s Office.

Exchange Sunday School

This month Pilgrims will participate in the Sunday
Schools of our sister churches. While it is tradition-
ally a program of the Seminar class, everybody is

DCIA Annual Dinner

Durham Congregations in Action, cele-

welcome to participate in order to get to know mem-
bers of these churches more personally than just by
sitting in worship together, and to see how other con-
gregations shape adult Sunday School.

On Sunday the 10th we will be at Mount Calvary,
1715 Athens Ave., at 9:30 a.m. We usually leave
there around 10:15 a.m. in order to get to the Pilgrim
worship in time. On the 17th we will be at First Con-
gregational UCC, 2221 Oak Ridge Blvd, again at
9:30 am.

If you would like a ride on either Sunday or to follow
my car, please be in the Pilgrim parking lot at 9:10
am. And don' forget to bring your Bible!

~ Kristin Herzog

brating forty years of service, cordially
invites you to their annual dinner at Ep-
worth United Methodist Church, 3002
Hope Valley Road, on January 14 from 6-
8 pm. There will be a keynote address on
Durham and Economic Recovery. Cost is
$12 per person.

Please RSVP by January 8 to 919-688-
2036 or dci.action@gmail.com. Dinner
will be lItalian, including vegetarian op-
tions. Please specify if vegetarian when
you RSVP.
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Office and Staff Information:

Telephone: (919) 489-1381
E-mail: pilgrimucc@verizon.net
Web: www.pilgrimucc-durham.org

Mr. Marty Powell staffs the Pilgrim office. He
can be contacted at the Pilgrim office phone
and email.

Mr. James Keith, our music director, is cur-
rently on sabbatical. We are pleased to have
Garrett Saake join us as interim music director
while James is away.

Mr. Neal Sharpe is Pilgrim’s organist.

The Rev. Carla P. Gregg, Minister of Christian
Education, is in the office Sunday mornings,
and Tuesday - Thursdays from 9 - 2 pm. You
can reach Carla at the office or carlap-
gregg@gmail.com

The Rev. Dr. Ginger Brasher-Cunningham,
our Senior Pastors has a schedule of being in
the office and out for visitation, meetings, etc.
Sunday - Thursday her schedule is flexible, of-
ten meeting with people in the evenings. She
can be reached at the office or at
Gigibc@aol.com. For pastoral emergencies
in late hours or Friday or Saturday please call
919-286-3968.

In-care students Ms. Nancy Chew
(NCHEW@ranallc.com) and Mr. Stuart Harrell
(stuart.harrell@gmail.com) are seeking ordina-
tion / commissioning in the UCC.

Ms. Tanya Best (TLCBest459@aol.com), min-
istry intern, will assist with worship and church
life at Pilgrim one Sunday each month while
she continues ministering at her home church,
Mt. Calvary.

All staff have mailboxes in the office (Marty’s is
his desk!) or can be reached at 919-489-1381.

3011Academy Road

Durham, NC 27707
Worship Service - 10:30 am

Annual Meeting

Pilgrim’s annual meeting will follow worship on
Sunday, January 24th. We will receive Board re-
ports and vote on the 2010 budget. All members
please plan on attending.

New Parenting Group to Begin

In the new year we will offer an 8-week reflection
group during a weekday for parents using the book-
let "Parenting: A Sacred Path" by Patience Leiden
Robbins. Childcare will be available. | know of at
least 4 people who are interested. Please contact
me if you would like to be a part of this group so we
can select the best day and time to meet. If you
are a parent who works outside the home and
would be interested in such a group offered in the
evenings or weekend, please let me know and if
there is enough interest, we will have a second
group. For information about the booklet go to
http://store.shalem.org/product info.php?
cPath=22&products id=130.

-- Carla
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